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Israeli ofYicial rejects Arafat charges 

TBIL AVIV (R) — Israd an Friday denied charge, by Pakunian 
. JC*^ Yi^ Anifar that u was spreading arms in Arab 

laiuk in hoi^ of creaung chaos under Palestinian -We 

utieriy deny it, a govenuneni official, who spoke on condit^'hi. 
te ijmied. told Reuicis. In an interview wiK 

B 3 Tf^. There is a very temble trade of arms going on under iS 
auspices of sonw IsraeU offieen in the West Bank and cLra^I. » 
Mr. ^afat said Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin 
00 brad radio, was inore critical of Mr. Arafafs^StaS«. “I 
con^tt a tag mistake on his pan and I hope it will not Mr^tlie 
e^eow of ^ negotia^ so that we may conclude the issues 

ss ^„r^cr s's?."” “** p™-- - 
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U,N. commission condemns Israel 

geneva (AP) — The U.N. Human Rights Commission on Friday 
reiieraied iis annual condemnatioo of Israel but welcomed the 
government’s plans to ^vt limited autonomy to the Palestinians. In a 
series of resolutions, the S3-nation eommnsion demanded that Israel 
withdraw from Palestinian and Arab territories it occupied in the iMr>? 
war. It criticised Isnteli human rights ahii^ and tonure of detainees 
and called on Israel to allow all hlesiinian deponees to return The 
United States defended its ally and voted against the resoluiion», while 
West European nations abstained. The Third World majority on the 
commission succeeded in pushing through the criticism. In one sign'of 
cncouragemeni for Israel, a motion sponsored by the United Slatcs- 
and European nations welcoming the peace process passed by 4h votes 
to two. It expressed “its full support for the achievements of the peace 
process thus far. in particular the dedaration of princtpk» on interim 
self-government arrangements signed between Israel and (he Palesti- 
nian Liberation Organisation and the agreement between Israel and 
Jordan on the common agenda." 
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Fighters prepare for 
new Afghan battles 

KABUL (R) — Rival fighters 
in die war-battered Afghan 
capital Kabul used the last day 
of an uneasy four-day ceasefire 
oa Friday to dig new trenches 
for renewed fighting while 
thousands of civilians fled the 
city. Sporadic rocket ex- 
changes erupted overnight and 
'figb^ j‘ets of forces loyal to 
Plresident Borhanuddin Rab- 
biani bombed districts around 
the headquarters of his chief 
ontonent Prime Minister Gul- 
huddin Hekmatyar to the 
south of the dty. Pakistani 
Fore^ Kfioister Assef Ahmad 
. Ah was travelling to the east- 
ern Afghan town of Jalalabad 
for tails with Mr. Hekmatyar 
on bringing food supplies to he 
beleaguered Afghan capital 
and on ways to end the latest 
^ting. 

UAEoll 

minister resigns 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Oil 
Dunisier Yousef Omeir has res- 
igned and the new acting 
ndnister yrill be Health Minis- 
ter Ahmad Saeed A1 Badi, Oil 
l^nistry offidals said Friday. 
The offidals did not @ve the 
leason for the resignation of 
Mr. Omeir, who had held the 
oil portfolio since late 
. . Mr. Badj remains health minis- 
ter and becomes acting minis- 
ter of petroleum and mineral 
resources. Mr. Badi, a 33-year- 
-dd bolder of a B. A. degree in 
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U.N. report 
censures Iran 

GENEVA (AP) — Iran con- 
tumed to rely heavily on a mix 
executions^ torture, repres- 
WM and intimidation to en- 
force obedience to its Islamic 
revolutionary ideals, a U.N. 
report said Friday. The reports 
by medal investigator Reynal- 
do Galindo Pohl said despite 
intemational criticism, the 
high level of executions had 
apparently continued uncheck- 
ed. In hk report to the U.N. 
Commission on Human 
Rights, the Salvadorean jurist 
said at least 35 people were 
executed between S^tember 
and December last year. He 
said it was difficult to find an 
overall reliable figure as the 
Iranian press no longer re- 
puted re^larly on the evenk. 
The government said in a writ- 
ten repose induded in the 
report tiiat the death penal^ 
was *‘rooted in (iivine prind- 
plm." It said many of the 
executions were for drug iraf- 
fideers and Iran was "doing foe 
world a favour,'* by clamping 
down on narcotics. The 61- 
report said there was 
**persistept and widespread 
torture and ill-treatment, 
chiefly to force detainees to 
confess, make public state- 
ments of repentance, or inform 
on the organisations they be- 
to." 
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ANKARA (AFP) — One per- 
. . fon was killed and 11 wounded 
Friday when a bomb e^loded 
". -.in. foe building housing the 
pro-Kurd Democracy Party 
(DEP), the state-owned TRT 
television channel reported, 
quoting a dty offidal. The 
power& bomb, equipped ^th 
a delayed action mechanism, 
was placed in a lift but ex- 
Noded one floor below the 
party offices. Radio Anatolia 
said. As as the casualties, 
two of whom were seriously 
injured, it caused damage and 
started a fire. The bomb 
attack, whidi was not im- 
mediately claimed, was the 
fourth against foe DEP this 
month. *^6 last, on Monday, 
cause no casualties. The DEP. 
which has 17 seats in parlia- 
ment, supports the Kurdish 
snuggle for autonomy which is 
teing waged with heavyloss of 
Hfo on bmh sides by foe ban- 
ned Kurdish Labour Party 
^KK) a^inst security forces 
m southeast Turkey, where the 
Kurds are in a majority- 


Yemeni leaders arrive today to sign reconciliation accord 


By a Jordan Times 
StaflT Repoctn* 

AMMAN — Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh, Vice- 
President AH Salem Al Beidh 
and a host of government lead- 
ers and politicians as well as 
mediaiois arrive in Amman 
today to sign a recondUation 
and reform a^eement to end a 
political crisis haunting their 
counciy sinoe April last year. 

The signing ceremony, 
hosted by His Majesty King 
Hussein, will cake place at the 
Raghadan Palace tomorrow. 

Arriving in Amman to 
attend foe event on Friday was 
former South Yemeni Presi- 
dent All Nasser Mohammad, 
who was ousted in a party coup 
in 1988. Mr. Nasser Mifoam- 
mad, who now lives in Damas- 
cus.was active in ^ng to settle 
the Yemeni crisis. 

Accordit^ to Jordanian offi- 
cials and Yemeni and Arab 
diplomatic sources, Sultan 
Qaboos Ben Saed M Oman 
and Palestinian Leader Yasser 


Arafat were invited to attend. 
But there was no confirmation 
by late Friday they would 
attend. 

Like King Hussein, both 
Sultan Qabom and Arafat 
were also involved in efforts to 
mediate the Yemeni crisis, 
sparked by differences be- 
tween the leaders of North and 
South Yemen udiich merged in 
May 1990 to produce t^y's 
united Yemen. 

After months of negotia- 
tions, a Yemeni committee of 
mediators drafted the accord 
that will be si^d tomorrow. 
Both the president and vice- 
president have accepted it as a 
blueprint for the future politic- 
al and economic course for 
their country. 

Jordan has offered its armed 
forces officers to supervise foe 
merger of foe armies of the 
former North and South Ye- 
men. 

Among non-Yemeni leaders 
attending tomorrow's cere- 
mony are expected to be Arab 
League Secretary-General 
Esmat Abdul Megnid, who 



Ali AbdnUab Saleh 

had offered the Arab League 
Secretariat in Cairo as the 
venue for the event, and a 
senior official of the European 
Union (£U)- 

Leaders of all Yemeni poli- 
tical parties, including Presi- 
dent Saleh’s General People's 
Congress (GPC) and Mr. 
Beidh’s Yemeni Socialist Party 
(YSP) as well as foe Al Islah 
Party, the third partner in the 
ruUng coalition with GPC and 


YSP, as well as independent 
Yemeni politicians are also 
scheduled to arrive today. 

They include Al Islah 's 
Sheikh Abdullah Al Ahmar, 
who is also speaker of the 
Yemeni parliament, Abdul 
Aziz Abdul Ghani, member of 
the Supreme State Council, 
Presidential Council member 
Salem Mohammad Salem, 
Prime Minister Haidar Abu 
Bakr Al Anas, Deputy Prime 


Minister .Mujahid Abu Sha- 
wareb. Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Wabab Al Alfi, and 
opposition Al Rabita par^ 
leader .Abdul Rahman Al Jafri. 

Also expeaed in Amman 
are former Yemeni preadents 
Abdul Rahman Iryani and 
Abdullah SaUal. 

Mr. Abu Shawareb, an inde- 
pendent Yemeni politician, 
paid a visit to Jordan Thursday 
to ooRSuli Jordanian officials 


on preparations for the signing 
ceremony. He returned home 
Thursday but is expected back 
today. 

Salem Mohammad Salem, 
the PresidcDtial Council mem- 
ber and a leader of Mr. Beidh’s 
YSP, arrived Friday. In arrival 
comments as well as in an 
interview with Jordan Televi- 
sion, Mr. Salem emphasised 
his party’s desire to ensure that 
foe reconciliation and reform 
agreement succeed and contri- 
bute to Yemeni nation- 
building. 

"The common factor that 
bind the Yemeni people 
together are much stronger 
than the factors that tend to 
divide them,’’ Mr. Salem said, 
reaffirming his party’s oxnmit- 
ment to living up to foe provi- 
sions of foe agreement. 

The YSP offidal said foe 
problems that plagued post- 
unity Yemen did not originate 
from personal differences be- 
tween President Saleh and 
Vice-President Beidh, but 
were "inherited** from foe days 
when the Yemeni nation re- 


mained split into two for more 
than 300 years. He blamed 
unidentified "extremist ele- 
ments" for the spate of vio- 
lence that endangered Yemeni 
unity. 

hir. ^em paid tribute to 
King Hussein’s mediation 
efforts and said Yemenis were 
glad that they were signing foe 
agreement in Amman, which 
has set an example in democra- 
cy for the Arab World — an 
example, he said, is emulated 
by Yemen. 

The reconciliation and reform 
agreement includes 18 points 
on which Mr. Saleh and Mr. 
Beidh have reached agree- 
ment. 

They call for increased pow- 
ers to the prime minister and 
cabinet members and decen- 
tralisation of authority on the 
district level and basic changes 
in foe country’s economic poli- 
cies 

Yemen, a country of 14 mil- 
lion people, have stuck oil. It 
hopes to reach a production 
capacity of 300,000 barrels per 
day titis year. 


Arafat: Israeli hesitation 
endangers peace process 


WASSENAAR , Netherlands 
(Agencies) ^ Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
waned Friday that Israeli 
hesitation was ^dangeiing the 
_Mkklie £a$t peace , process. 

**The Palestinians have 
taken major steps and 
courageous decisions. It is now 
up to the other side to prove 
that be is willing to achieve 
peace. Otherwise, the whole 
peace process will lose its cre- 
dibility,** Mr. Arafat told a 
news conference at ibis town 
near foe Hague. 

In response to a question, he 
said the PLO believed it should 
not take longer than one 
month to condude a global 
agreement on Palestinian 
autonomy. 

He re^ed that foe agree- 
ment signed by the PLO and 
Israel last year provided for foe 
Israeli army to withdraw from 
Gaza and Jeridio this coming 
April 13. 

Last Saturday in Tunis, Mr. 
Arafat said he expected a final 
agreement with Israel to imple- 
ment a statement of principles 
on Palestinian autonomy to be 
signed at the end of this 
month. 

Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators are sdieduled to meet in 
Cairo next week to try to settle 


outstanding issues. 

The last round of negotia- 
tions, wfoid) ended Thursday in 
Taba, were described by both 
sides as "serious" and "use- 
ful.** 

Mr.. Arafat said here Friday 
that the Israelis had “promised 
(him) that in Ramadiun, there 
will be a release for a part of 
the (Palestinian) piisoners ... 
vririch means that all prisoners 
will be released at the end of 
this period.'* 

He repeated that the Palesti- 
nians "can't sign a final agree- 
ment without having a garan- 
tee for the release of all our 
prisoners.*’ 

Palestinians, using Red 
Cross figures, estimated about 
9,000 of their people are held 
prisoner. They want them re- 
leased before July 13, the date 
designated in the statement of 
principles for elections to be 
held in foe West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Mr. Arafot, who arrived in 
foe Netherlands on Thursday 
and was due to leave later 
Friday, held a surprise meeting 
early Friday with Nelson Man- 
dela, head of the African 
National Congress (ANQ. 

However, he refill to con- 
firm a report that they had 
discussed a future visit by Mr. 
Mandela to Israel. 


The report was made by a 
Dutch committee for the sup- 
port of the democratic process 
in $puth Africa, which quoted 
ANC offidals in Johannes- 
burg. 

.. Mr. Arafat- tie&cribed him- 
self and Mr. Mandela as 
"Friends and brothers" and 
said; “I trill offer him an open 
invitation foe moment 1 will 
arrive in Jericho.'* 

Following the meeting. Mr. 
Arafat held talks with Dutch 
Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers, 
Foreign Minister Pieter Kooij- 
mans and Deputy Economic 
Minister Respc^*ble for Fore- 
ign Trade Yvonne Van Rooy 
on Dutch aid for building a 
port at Gaza as well as fanning 
and tourism in Gaza. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said Israel and the 
PLO may soon clinch a deal to 
launch self-rule in Gaza and 
Jeridio. 

*‘We have moved forward 
this week in a very promising 
way, and if this continues there 
is a good chance foe negotia- 
tions will end soon," Mr. Peres 
told Israel radio. 

His remarks echoed those of 
PLO chief negotiator Nabtl 
Shaath, who said Thursday 
that foe four days of talks in 

(Coatinued on page 3) 



Israelis see 
‘Palestine’ 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Nearly two out of every three 
Israelis think that foe Middle 
Facf peace process will lead to 
the creation of a Palestinian 
state, according to an opinion 
poll published Friday. 

Sixty-four per cent saw a 
Palestinian state coming, 30 
per cent did not and six per. 
cent had no view on one of 
the hottest issues in Israeli 
politics today. 

The Dahaf Institute survey 
for foe Yediot Aharanot news- 
paper was taken among 524 
people after the ruling Labour 
Party’s General Secretary Nis- 
sim Zvilli raised a storm last 
week with a prediaion that a 
Palestinian state was inevit- 
able. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin stressed that govern- 
ment policy was against a 
sovereign Palestinian countiy 
between Israel and Jordan, 
although he has spoken of a 
Palestinian •‘entity." 

The opposition missed an 
opportunity to embarrass the 
government Wednesday when 
It failed to mobilise a majority 
for bills aimed at preventing 
the government from agreeing 
to a Palestinian slate, despite 
having the support of foe Shas 
Party, 

The bill submitted by Uzi 
Landau (Likud) was defeated 
by a vote of 46 to 39; an almost 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel in mock raids 
after Katyusha attack 


TYRE (Agencies) — Israeli . 
warplanes carried out mock 
raids over resistance positions 
on Friday after Katyusha rock- 
ets crashed into Israel’s “secur- 
ity zone" in South Lebanon, 
police said. 

The latest tension came 
•amid intense diplomacy to 
avert a new outburst of fighting 
between the Iranian-backed 
Hi^ollah and Israeli forces. 

An official in Beirut, declin- 
ing to be named, said Syria and 
Lebanon had agreed to call on 
anti-Israeli fighters to "cool 
things down" in South Leba- 
non, following Israeli threats 
of reprisals. 

The decision was taken after 
three hours of talks in Damas- 
cus on Thursday between Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al Assad 
and Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri, the offiical said. 

Israel had threatened to 
launch a massive operation in 
South Lebanon after a 
Katyusha rocket fell on north- 
ern Israel on Wednesday, caus- 
ing damage to a factory but no 
injuries. 

On Firday. the warplanes 
flew low-altitude missions over 
Hizbollah positions north of 
Israel's self-declared ’security 
zone" and broke the sound 
barrier over Beirut. 

Guerrillas fired four 
Katyushas at the zone over- 
night. vrithout causing casual- 
ties, pcdice said in the southern 


port of Tyre- 

One rocket exploded just 
100 metres from a post of 
Israel's proxy South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia. Police 
said SLA gunners fired 20 
shells in retaliation. 

The remains of a second 
Katyusha were found in the 
Galilee region on Friday, milit- 
ary offidals said. 

The Katyusha caused only 
slight damage when it crashed 
into a banana plantation on 
Wednesday, near a factory hit 
by another rocket the same 
day. 

Neither rocket caused any 
casualties. 

Concerned that violence 
along the Israel-Lubanon bor- 
der is spreading, Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher cal- 
led Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouic Sharaa to urge max- 
imum restraint while Mideast 
peace efforts proceed. 

State Department spokes- 
man Michael McCurry conde- 
mned (he rocket attack Thurs- 
day as an effort to disrupt the 
peace process. He dedined to 
say whether Israel was being 
asked not to retaliate, as it 
customarily does. 

Mr. Mc^rry. without going 
into details, said Mr. Christ- 
opher called Mr. Sharaa a few 
hours after Wednesday's 
attack in an effort to keep the 
conflict from escalating. 


Jawdal Sbool 

Sboul tipped 
to succeed 
Badran in 
high council 

By Nmneen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reponer 

AMMAN — Former Minister 
of Interior and lawyer Jawdat 
Sboul appears to be the fore- 
most candidate to replace for- 
mer Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran, vriio resigned from foe 
Higher Coundl for foe Inter- 
pretation of foe Constitution 
last week. Parliamentary 
sources said Friday. 

As was largely expected, for- 
mer PrinM Minister Zeid Rifai 
was appointed by consensus 
last Tuesday to foe influential 
coundl but his election drew a 
strong reaction from his poli- 
tical archrival Mr. Badran, 
who submitted his resignation 
fixun foe prestigious coundl in 
protest. 

Mr. Rafai was elected to 
replace foe late former prime 
minister, Babjat Al Talhouni, 
in the nine-member panel com- 
posed of the speaker of foe 
Senate, five senior judges and 
three senators. 

Mr. Rifai, after the approval 
of his nomination Tuesday, 
was to join Mr. Badran and 
Senator Ahmad Tarawp.eh. 
But Mr. Badran apparently in 
a protest against "the rebl*^- 
lication of 1^. Rifai," boycot- 
ted that session and submitted 
his redgnation from foe coun- 
cil, sources said., 

"Mr. Sboul is the best choice 
among the lawyers in the Sen- 
ate,” one senator, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, told 
the Jordan Times Friday. He 
explained that while former 
Deputy Prime Minister, In- 
terior and Justice Minister 
Salem Massadeh would have 
been the most qualified “it was 
not expected that Mr. Mas- 
sadeh would accept the 
nomination." 

Before the appointment of 
Mr. Rifai last week, his 
nomination was opposed by a 
minority of foe Senators who 
wanted the Upper House to 
choose between Mr. Massadeh 
and former Prime Minister 
Ahmad Obeidat. 

The fact that Mr. Massadeh 
did not figure in the first 
choice and that Mr. Badran 
had chosen to express his dis- 

(Continued on page 3) 


Rabin hails Assad’s offer to 
meet Israeli for first time 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
on Friday welcomed Syria’s 
decision to allow foe first visit 
ever to Damascus ^ a member 
of the Israeli parliament after 
45 years of war, 

I^eli-Arab Deputy Abdul 
Wahab Darawshe said the Sy- 
rian authorities agreed Thurs- 
day to his request to lead a 
delegation from foe Arab com- 
munity here to present condo- 
lences to President Hatez At 
Assad on foe death of his son 
Basel in a car accident last 
month. 

"It’s an important step for- 
ward, hopefully just a first one 
on behalf of the Syrians," Mr. 
Rabin’s spokesman Gad Ben 
.Ari said. "It’s foe first time 
that Assad has agreed to meet 
public with Israelis." 

It will be the first time ance 
Israel was founded in 1948 that 
an Israeli citizen will be wel- 
comed in Syria. 

“We believe the decision 
comes after criticism voiced 
here in Israel," Mr. Ben Ari 
said. 

Mr. Rabin bad cited Syria’s 
earlier refusal to grant Mr. 
Darawshe entry as a sign of 
Mr. Assad’s unwillingness to 
make peace with Israel. 

Mr. Darawshe, one of seven 
Zsraeli-Arab members of 
Israel’s 120-seat parliament, 
said the offidal purpore of the 
visit was limited to paying con- 
dolences to Mr. Assad. 

Nonetheless, Mr. Darawshe 
did not rule out political talks if 



Abdul Wahab Darawshe 

Syria wished and said the visit 
could help improve the climate 
at a time when concern is 
increasing in Israel about foe 
guerrilla campaign waged by 
Syrian-backed groups in Leba- 
non against Is^li forces. 

"It may project a better 
atmosphere, I believe, general- 
ly speaking, that the visit will 
have a positive impact on 
peace," Mr. Darawshe told the 
Assodated Press. 

Mr. Rabin’s government, 
which has been seeking a chan- 
nel to Syria's leadership out- 
side the formal talks in 
Washington, encouraged foe 
visit and Egypt intended to 
help make arrangements. 

"The fact is foal a human 
bridge is being made between 
Israel and Syria. We can't 
make light of that," said Depu- 
ty Defence Minister Mor- 
dechai Gur, speaking on 


Israeli anny radio, adfong it 
was a marked change in Syria’s 
attitude. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres also welcomed the trip 
but was more drcamspecL He 
smd on Inael Radio it was a 
“podtive sigh... although it has 
its limitations, it isn’t yet a 
burst of opportunity." 

Asked whether Israel was 
ending any messages ra Mr. 
Assad, Mr. Peres replied* that 
there were other cliannds for 
doing so. 

Mr. Darawshe, ^o expects 
to leave in foe next few days, 
called Mr. Rabin and got 
approval to make the trip. 

‘*He agreed to foe visit, but 
did not ask me to carry any 
message," Mr. Darawshe said, 
adding the trip was important 
for Israel’s 800,000 Arab 
citizens because it helped give 
them a place in the Arab 
World. 

In Damascus, foe goveni- 
ment press on Friday accused 
Israel of doing everything in its 
power to sabotage the peace 
process. 

“Making sure diat the peace 
process fails has become the 
key, declared intention of 
Isr^l," dtarged the ruling par- 
ty Al Baath newspaper. 

By raising tension in Leba- 
non, where Israel has 
tbrezieiKd to retaliate if its 
DOTtbern border area is attack- 
ed, the Jewifo state aims "not 
only to undermine the process, 
but to prepare for an ei^osion 
in foe re^on," it said. 


Communities distance themselves 
from Faisal-Kreisha dispute 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
Jordan Times Siaff Reporter 
AMMAN — Tribal repre- 
sentatives of the Bani Sukher, 
Circassian, and Chechen com- 
munities issued a joint state- 
ment this weekend distancing 
themselves from foe dispute 
between deputies Toujan Fais- 
al and Jsmal Kreisha. 

Ms. Faisal has accused Mr. 
Kreisha of insulting her Circas- 
sian communit\' during an cx- 
diange Saturday. 

"Mr. Kreisha damned the 
Circassian people and ,‘tll those 
whose roots are in the Cau- 
casus," she said. 

The siaiement by foe com- 
munities said the feud was a 
"parliamentary and not a tribal 
issue." The statement "dif- 
fused what could have become 
a serious community feud,” 
said one Lower House of Par- 
liament deputy. 

Mr. Kreisha. who has re- 
fused to confirm or deny Ms. 
Faisal’s accusation that he 
cursed her ethnic group, told 
the Jordan Times, “I meant 
harm to no group of people or 
even Ms. Faisal as an indi- 
vidual. 

"The situation was heated 
and things were said.” 


Part of a JD 1 million “slan- 
der. libel and assault" lawsuit 
planned by Ms. Fasial against 
Mr. Kreisha is based on her 
charge that he insulted her 
peison and ethnic community. 

Mr. Fawaz Maher Burmamt, 
one of several Qrcassian com- 
munity leaders in Jordan, vi- 
sited Ms. Faisal the morning 
after the dispute which, 
according to Ms. Faisal, ended 
with Mr. Kreisha throwing an 
ashtray at her. 

Mr. Burmamt held several 
meetings with senior members 
of Mr. Kreisha’s central be- 
douin Bani Sakher tribe and 
representatives of the Qrcas- 
sian and Giechen communi- 
ties. 

Both the Chechen and the 
Circassians are central Cau- 
casus Muslim peoples who 
were settled in what was Trans- 
jordan during foe last century 
by the Ottoman Turks who 
encouraged foe groups’ migra- 
tion because of their ferming 
skills. The Circassians and 
(^echens make up no less than 
2.5 per cent of Jordan's total 
population. 

The decision to issue a joint 
community statement was 
taken at a Feb. 17 meeting 


among Circassian, Chechen 
and Bani Sakher representa- 
tives. 

"We consider this a par- 
liamentary dispute which 
should be dealt with through 
parliamentaiy norms. This is in 
no way a tribal matter," read 
the statement, which was 
signed by Mr. Kreisha's 
brother Sheikh Nayef Kreisha, 
Circassian community leader 
Burmamt and Lower House of 
Parliament Deputy and 
Chechen leader Sheikh Abdul 
Baqi Gammo. 

The statement stressed the 
need for national unity as well 
as respect for pluralism, demo-' 
cracy and human rights, ' 

However, not the entire 
Jordanian Circassian commun- 
ity is willing to distance itself 
fiom the Faisal-Kreisha dis- 
pute. 

Another Circassian com-* 
munity leader, Mr. Moham-' 
mad^ Mamser, former vice- 
pr^deot of the University of 
Mi^’, is reportedly following 
theiituation up with Ms. Faisal 
anil“intends to stand by her 
side" if her lawsuit against Mr. 
Kreisha ever goes to court, 
sources close to Ms. Faisal 
said. 
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Both sides ‘determined’ to make 
progress on Cyprus — Clark 


NICOSIA (AFP) — U.N. spe- 
cial envoy Joe Clark said Fri- 
day that both the Greek and 
Turkish-Cypriot leaders were 
"determined to make progress 
on a package of confidence- 
building measures for their di- 
vided island." 

But a fire at a mosque on the 
Greek side of Nicosia — tre- 
ated as arson by police — 
served as a reminder that there 
is opposition to the U.N. pack- 
age. 

'‘We have observed there is 
determination on both sides. 
There are still a few areas in 
which both parties need of 
come closer." Mr. Qark said 
after a second round of talks 
with Turkish-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash. 

“On these issues, there will 
be consultations with the con- 
tribution of the ambassadors of 
the five permanent members" 
of the U.N. Security Council 
— Britain, China, France. 
Russia and the United States. 

Mr. Denktash told reporters 


that the main issues were the 
timetables for the reopening of 
Nicosia airport and the coastal 
resort of Varosha, as well as 
“the status of the U.N. admi- 
nistration" of both sides. 

Both sides have accepted in 
principle the confidence- 
building measures (CBMs) 
aimed at breaking the 20-year 
deadlock on Cyprus. 

Nicosia airport, closed since 
1974. would be reopened 
under U.N. supervision and 
Varosha. a Greek suburb of 
the coastal town of Famagusta 
under Turkish control, would 
be transferred to U.N. admi- 
nistration for the Greeks to 
return. 

After the first day of Mr. 
Qark's shuttle mis»on between 
Mr. Denktash and President 
Glafkos Clerides, a Greek- 
Cypriot. the Cyprus Mail 
newspaper said: “So far, so 
good. Goodwill all round." 

Mr. Denktash warned 
Thursday that a breakthrough 
was not imminent. “We are all 


Algerian exiles arranged 
arms shipment — reports 


ALGIERS (AP) — Exiled 
Islamic fundamentalists orga- 
nised an aims shipment seized 
aboard an Algerian freighter 
bound from Germany, local 
news media reported. 

The weapons were apparent- 
ly bound for Islamic insurgents 
whose two-year campiiign. to 
overthrow the militaiy-hacked 
government h«Ls claimed .VtMNI 
Fives. 

Algerian newspapers re- 
ported that niemiKTS of the 
banned Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS I and other I'uiidamcntal- 
ists. living lor the mt>si pan m 
(iermanv. arrangcvl the arni> 
sliipmcni. 

It marked the first time that 
a shipment of weapons from 
Europe bound for the insur- 
gents has been seized and pub- 
licly reported. 

Authorities found 20 hunt- 
ing rifles. IS pistols, telecom- 
munications equipment and 
binoculars on board the ship, 
the media reported Wednes- 


day. The Algerian captain was 
arrested. 

The seizure is certmn to 
bolster government demands 
for European countries to 
crack down on exiled fun- 
damentalists. whom it claims 
are running a terrorist support 
network. 

Germany recently warned 
Rabah Kebir. the leading ex- 
iled FIS spokesman, to stop 
making statements that 
appeared to support terrorism. 
France has char^ three fun- 
damentalists .with terrorism 
conspiracy. 

According to Algerian press 
reports, dring security sources, 
the ship left Hamjburg and 
stopped in the port of. 

Anvers before' going on to 
Algiers. 

There was no word on when 
it arrived in the Algerian capit- 
al or when the seizure was 
made. The government has not 
offidally confirmed the re- 
ports. 


Feuding Iraqi Kurds 
sign peace agreement 


ANKARA (R) — An Iraqi 
Kurdish guerrilla faction has 
signed a peace pact with its 
Muslim militant rivals several 
weeks after clashes which kil- 
led at least 2(X) people. 

The Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) and the Islamic 
Movement of Iraqi Kurdistan 
(IMK) signed the accord 
Thursday at the headquarters 
of the opposition Iraqi Nation- 
al Congress (INC) in the north- 
ern Iraqi town of Salahuddin. 
the INC said. 

PUK forces led by Jalai 
Talabani launched an all-out 
assault on the Islamic militants 
in December after months of 
friction and minor dashes. 
They overran most of the 
IMK's party offices and cap- 
tured its leader. Sheikh Oth- 
man Abdul Aziz. 

Kurdish sources say at least 
200 people were killed, some 
in cold blood, in the bitter 
fighting which engulfed many 
of the eastern parts of northern 
Iraq in December. 

Under pressure from its 
main partner in the Iraqi Kur- 
dish regional government, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP). the PUK handed 
Sheikh Othman over to KDP 
leader Massoud Barzani. 

The peace pact was signed 
bv Barzani. INC President 


Ahmad Chalabi and Fleih 
Samaia'ey. head of a Saudi- 
based Iraqi delegation, as well 
as Mr. Talabani and Sheikh 
Othman. 

The agreement calls for an 
end to fighting, respea for the 
authority of the regional gov- 
ernment and parliament, sup- 
port for democracy, the release 
of prisoners and the participa- 
tion of the IMK in the regional 
government, which is to start 
subsidising the IMK as it does 
other parties in Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan. 

The INC. in a report pub- 
lished by its publicity arm. the 
Iraqi Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion. said the accord marked 
the first time the fundamental- 
ist IMK had committed itself to 
democracy. 

Kurdish sources in Ankara 
said the IMK would not be 
allowed to reestablish its 
armed militia, but would be 
able to post lightly-armed 
guards at its reopened offices. 

The Iranian-based Shiite 
Muslim opposition group 
known as the Supreme Court 
for the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq. Turkey's Muslim-based 
Welfare E^rty. the Saudi-based 
delegation, the KDP and INC 
had helped in mediation 
efforts, the sources said. 


working with goodwill and 
sincerity for a good result. So 
give us time." said the veteran 
Turkish-Cypriot leader. 

At the medieval Bayraktar 
Mosque, a fire late Thursday 
damaged a wooden staircase 
and the ceiling, po.lice said. 
The fire brigade was sent to the 
disused mosque by the capital's 
Venetian walls after an anony- 
mous, telephone call. 

“It must have been done to 
stop this exercise from getting 
on," said Mr. Denktash, who 
was to travel to Ankara on 
Monday for a three-day work- 
ing visit to discuss the CBMs. 

“If there is* going to be a 
balanced agreement suitable 
for both sides, this son of thing 
cannot stop it." 

Mr. Qark, whose mission 
ends Saturday when he flies to 
New York to brief on Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali, 
has said all key issues were 
being negotiated and maps 
were on table. 

Libya lashes 

Maghreb 

union 

CAIRO (AP) — Libya has 
lashed out at the Arab Magreb 
Union for failing to help end 
the international boycott 
against Libya over the Pan Am 
103 case. 

Libyan Television, in a state- 
ment Thursday, the fifth 
anniversaiy of the formation of 
the economic cooperation un- 
ion. said the union has 
achieved nothing. 

“five years after its crea- 
tion. the treaty of this union 
has remained mere ink on pap- 
er... because it has not served 
the Arab people in this re- 
gion." the television said. 
“Suffice it to say that this 
union was incapable of holding 
a meeting and was unable to 
lift an un^r embargo imposed 
on a member state." 

The broadcast was moni- 
tored by the BBC. in London. 

The union links LibyarTuni- 
sia. Algeria, Morocco and 
Mauritania in->cooperatio.n 
agreements as a step towards 
comprehensive Arab unity. 
But bareancratic tangles and 
re^onal rivalries have kept it 
6^ becoming a viable net- 
work. 

The criticism came a day 
after a televised statement by 
Libya Leader Moanunar 
Qadhafi saying the two Li- 
byans wanted in the Pan Am 
103 case can be tried in the 
United States or Britain but 
only by a Muslim court. 

"Should there be a court like 
this." Colonel Qadhafi said on 
Libyan Television. “We will 
not mind if they are given 
capital punishment." 

The Libyan suspects, alleged 
to be agents of Col. Oadhafi's 
inteUigence services, are ac- 
cused of planting a bomb 
aboard a Pan Am jet in De- 
cember 19f<8 that sent it 
crashing into Lockerbie. Scot- 
land. killing 270 people. 

To force Libya to surrender 
the men to the United States or 
Britain, the United Nations 
imposed air. arms and di-- 
plomatic sanctions in April 
1992. They were tightened last 
December to include an 
embargo on most oil equip- 
ment and a freeze on overseas 
funds. 

Col. Qadhafi has adamantly 
refused to surrender the men 
to the United States or Britain. 
His offers of an international 
trial or trial in a neutral coun- 
try have satisfied neither the 
Americans nor the British. 



FDGHT: Thoosaods of dvfliaiis, Bke this family 
a of b c k mglnp aloiig one of 

Kabul’s streets, took advaalage of a four-day 
ceasefire to escape areas of fighting betwcea rival 


fa********* m the A^han capital. Reports indic ated 
Friday the fiKtMms were bndng for a new bout 
of battles (AFP photo) 


Kurtzer: Multilaterals 
embark on new phase 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The multilateral negotiating 
track of the Middle peace 
process has moved into a new 
phase aimed at demonstrating 
to the peoples of the region 
that peace can have immediate 
benefits, according to a senior 
U.S. official. 

Daniel Kurtzer. deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern affairs, who led 
the United States delegation to 
last week's meeting of the 
multilateral steering group in 
Ottawa, outlined the action, 
programme Feb. 16 at a State, 
Department news briefing. 

^fliile direct Ulateral nego- 
tiations involving Israel, Leba- 
non, Syria, Jofoan, and the 
'Palestinians are dealing with 
the core issues of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict — territory, 
peace and security — a com- 
plementary set of multilateral 
negotiations has been under- 
way since early 1992 to address 
broader 'fe'^oHtiT'Tssue$,'''Mri 
Kurtzer ^xplaifiilid. 

After an iniiMl' period 'of’ 
what'^e caDed.' '*‘£im&arisa-' 
tion" and "educating the par- 
ties as to the depth and scope 
of the problems which they had 
agreed to address." Mr. Kurt- 
zer said that as many as 13 
Arab representatives joined 
with Israel and a number of 
parties from outside the region 
to address problems in five 
areas — regional economic de- 
velopment. refugees, arms 
control and regional security, 
the environment, and water 
resources. 

During the last round of 
working group meetings, in 
Oaober and November of last 
year, “several of the working 
groups actually formulated and- 
began implementing concrete 
■ projects." Mr. Kurtzer said. 
Among these were a rainwater 
catchment project in Gaza, a 
mutual declaration on arms 
control and regional security, 
and other anions on environ- 
mental issues, wasiewaien 
treatment, and desertification. 

"In other words, each of the 
groups began to focus on one 
or two specific projects that 
could be seen by peoples in the 
region as... potential fruits of 
peace... at a time when the 
core issues of the conflin were 
also being addressed.” he said. 
Last week's extraordinary ses- 
sion of the multilateral steering 
group in Ottawa decided on 
three issues designed to give 
even more impetus to this pro- 
cess: 

— At the urging of the re- 


gional parties, the multilateral 
steering group “will now take a 
much more active role in trying 
to increase the pace and the 
scope of the work of the work- 
ing groups." Mr. Kurtzer said. 

- — Since there is a great deal 
of q)timism that agreements 
will be signed and im- 
plemented between Israel and 
the Arabs over the next several 
years, the multilateral steering 
group decided to formulate 
guidelines that will help create 
an environment conducive to 
the implementation of agree- 
ments reached in the bilateral 
negotiations. 

— The steering group "has 
given urgency to the formula- 
tion of a set of regional de- 
wiopmental priorities." much 
like those undertaken 18 
months ago with regard to the 
West Bank and Gaza. “We've 
decided to do the same thing 
now on a region-wide basis in 
order to stimulate economic 
.development and more con- 
crete proj^ .on the part of 
• the working g^ps." he said.* 

While conveying “a sense of 
movement on the part of the 
multilateral process." Mr. 
Kurtzer said he did not want to 
imj^y that the multilateral pro- 
Kss was outstripping the pace 
of the bilateral peace negotia- 
tions. 

“The Mlateral negotiations 
remain at the core of resolving 
the Arab-lsraeli dispute." he 
pointed out, noting that all the 
parties in the Middle East “in- 
sist that the core issues of this 
conflict be addressed before a 
more normal relationship de- 
velops among them. 

“But as that relationship de- 
velops as a result of successes 
in ^e bilaterals. I think the 
muttilalerals have now begun 

move forther and faster to 
bega addressmg some of these 
concrete problems and again to 
create an environment in 
which implementation of 
agreements will make much 
more sense." he said. 

Mr. Kurtzer acknowledged 
there have been problems. 
Since the beginning. Syria and 
Lebanon have chosen not to 
l^rticipatc in the multilateral 
track of the peace process be- 
cause they are concerned lhal 
track may get ahead of the 
bilateral peace negotiations. 

The United Slates and Rus- 
-sia. co-sponsors of the peace 
process, have kept the Syrian 
and Lebanese governments 
“very closely informed of what 
we're doing in the muliilater- 


als" over the past two years 
“and we have used every 
opportunity to try to encour- 
age their participation," he 
said. 

The continuing absence of 
Syria and Lebanon is “an in- 
hibiting factor in trying to de- 
velop broad-scale regional 
planning." he said. “What 
we're trying to doiis to make it 
attractive to Syria and Leba- 
non to participate where they 
see their own interests 
affected." 

While the refugee issue “is 
perhaps one of the most sensi- 
tive political issues in the entire 
process, “he aid, the refugee 
working group has developed 
an agenda with seven action 
items on it. “one of which is 
called family reunification 
which all sides recognise is a 
means of be^nning to address 
the aspirations of some Palesti- 
nians to return to homes that 
'they may have left for whatev- 
, er reasons.” 

The United States, which is 
-shephenling the issue of train- 
ing in both the refugee group 
and the economic development 
group, has already conducted a 
number of training missions for 
refugees, he said. “We're also 
trying to... make these self- 
sustaining programmes." 

So far the working group has 
put off trying to agree on the 
numbers of refugees to be in- 
volved. he said, but has agreed 
to divide them into three 
groups — refugees from 1947- 
49, displaced persons or re- 
fugees from 1967. and those 
who have been displaced from 
their homes for other reasons 
as a result of the Arab^Israeli 
conflict. 

The working group's defini- 
tion of a refugee is “anybody 
displaced as u result of the 
Arah'fsraeli conflict." Mr.. 
Kurtzer said, thus avoiding de- 
fining “some of the issues 
which only the parties, in their 
final status negotiations." will 
have to address. The working 
group has also decided that 
issues relating to repatriation 
are more appropriately going 
to be handled in the discus- 
sions on final status, he said. 

The fact that the heads of 
delegations of the direct bi- 
lateral necotiutions met in 
Washington a couple of weeks 
ago and then resumed their 
negotiations Feb. 15 “is a 
tesiument to the commitment 
of Syria and the other parlies 
to continue this process.” Mr. 
Kurtzer stressed. 


NEWS IW BRIEF 


Three Qatari fighters kiiied in Bosnia ^ ‘ 

DOHA (AFP) — Three Qatari volunteers have b«n 

fighting alongside the Bosnian WusWms apnst^e 

hffinist^ of Islamic Affairs ann^n^ here . J 

ministry, quoted by the official QNA news ^ncy, said the 

three - ^ad AI Abdullah, Abdul ^ Mohann^ and. , 

Saad All — were buried as "martyrs" in Bosnia. A spofc«m^. _ 

gave neither a place nor a date fbr their death, 

other Qatari filters were m the fomer Yugosla^ 

teeis from Mudim countries have often been sight^«rh^ 

battlefield in the ranks of the Muslim-led Bosnian 

army, but it is unusual for Arab countnes to confirm thei^^ 

presence. ^ 

Kurdish deputies may face prosecution 

ANKARA ( AP) — A parliamentary commission on Thuiyiayj^ 
paved the way for parliament to allow prosecunon of thw| 
Kurdish deputies accused of having ties with a separate 
Kurdish guenilla organisation. Serif Ercan, the head of the a 
joint constitutional and judiciary commission, announc^ after 
a meeting that the commission decided to lift the filamen- 
tary immunity of Uyla Zana. Orhan Do^ and Mahmnt 
Alhiak. The decision wiU be final if the 450-seat parliamMt 
approves it. When the vote might come was not known. ^ 
deities are accused of advocating Kurdish reparatiOT JMr. 
Dogan also faces charges of providing shelter to KurdiM. 
guerrillas in his parliaincniary residence. The Kurdish guerrU- 
la organisation, PKK, has been fighting for an autonomy u 
southeastern 'Turkey since 1984. There is a growng conwrnin 
the country about what will happen with local elections March 
27 in the southeastern region. The Kurdish DemoOT^ j 

DEP. which is believed to have close ties with the i 

threatens to protest the elections if numbers of can^ 
dates. Jailed recently, are not allowed to run. Similwy a tnal 
of the Kurdish deputies could escalate tensions in the region. 

Qadhafi puts Libya under Islamic law 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya introduced Islamic law on Thursday 
and said it would also switdi to an Islamic “solar" calender 
unique in the Muslim World. 'The new legislation vrill work on ■ 
an “eye-for-an-eye" prindple in cases of premeditated mur- 
der. Thieves will have their hands cut off and men and women 
caught committing adultery wiU be flogged. Drinking, making 
or possessing alcohol is banned and offenders will be fined and ‘ 
imprisoned. Alcohol consumption is already prohibited but 
the law was not always applied with rigour. Polygamy was 
legal in Libya but from now on a husband will have to get 
permission in court from his first wife if he wishes to take 
another wife. Libya has also decided to adopt a solar calendar 
starting from the birth of the Prophet Mohammad in S71. This 
would put the country in the year 1423. 'Hie rest of the Muslim 
World uses a lunar c^endar beginning in 622 the year of die 
Hijira when the Prophet fled Mecca to Medina to esc^ 
persecution. It is 1414 in other Muslim countries. For the first 
time since Colonel Mummar Qadhafi came to power in 1969, 
Islamic preachers or imams will be permitted to issue “fatwas" 
or religious decrees. When Col. Qadhafi seized power he 
abolished the post of mufti, the country's highest reli^ous 
authority. In recent months Col. Qadhafi has called for stricter 
application of Islamic law while at the same time being fiercely 
critical of Islamic fundamentalist activists in the Arab World. ^ 

BBC correspondent ordered out of Tunisia 

LONDON (AFP) The BBC World Service has protested ’ 
against the expulsion from Tunisia ofiits resident correspon- 
dent in Tunis, saying it would 'review its coveia^ of Tunisia ' 
and northern A^ca. as a result. The BBC said the press 
accreditation of correspondent Alfred Heimida had been 
withdrawn, and he had been ordered to leave Tunisia by 
Friday. "The Tunisian authorities have given no reason for 
Mr. Hermida’s expulsion; in spite of requests from the BBC," 
said World Service News Editor Bob Jobbins. "'The BBC h as 
total confidence in him. He is a highly professional correspon- 
dent who has shown great energy and commitment in his 
reporting of North Africa." 

UAE in drive to protect fish 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is 
caking measures to protect its fish as part of a campaign to 
repair ecological damage caused by oil spills and fishing 
abuses. Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Said Al Ragbani - 
outlined measures to streamline the fishing sector, at a 
meeting earlier this week of the federal national council, the 
appointed parliament. Mr. Ragbani was questioned about the 
ministry's plans to end abuses by fishermen. “We are drafting 
a federal law on the exploitation, development and protection 
of the fish wealth in the UAE. he said. “We have presented 
Che law ro the authorities concerned to seek their opinion." 
Mr. Ragbani gave no details of the draft law but most of the 
UAE's seven emirates already ban fishing nets that kill small 
fish or damage the sea bed and mangroves. Catching turtles is 
also strictly banned in all the emirates. 

Russian officer kiiied near Afghan border 

DUSHANBE (AFP) — A Russian officer with the frontier 
guard stationed in Tajikistan was found dead near the border 
with Afghanistan on Friday, the head of the Russian border 
guards said here. The officer had set out the previous day from 
Pyandzh with three members of the Tajik security forces but 
there was no sign of them when the officer's body and car were ' 
located, the sources said. The Tajik security ministry for its 
part reported that four members of its security forces were 
killed and three wounded in an overnight ambush In the same 
region by 15 unidentified armed men. Armed Islamic groups 
opposed to the neo-communlst regime here mount raids across 
the border from Afghanistan. 
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Rescue 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.621111.6; 

Fire Brigade W 

Blood Bank T 

Highway Police 8. 

TrafTic Police W 

nibik Security DcpulnKal f 

Hold Cetnpiaims 6( 

Koc Complaints 6i 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 8* 

Amman Municipality 

Complaintb 7l 

.Telephone Information 

(dirMtoryassisiancel 

OrcncasOlls 0] 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repain fv 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs ... 6i 

Jordan Tcicvbion 7i 

Radio Jordan 7i 

Water Authority fa 

Jordan Elcciricii. Aulhitnly ...Si 
Electric Powc: 


Companj 636381 

RJ Rtglu information f>K>S32IX) 

Oueen Alia Inil. Airport OK-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hiraxin Modicsl Centre KI3KT3/3Z 

KhulidiMaicraily.J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkilcbMalcmiiy.J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jahal Amman Malcrnily 642362 

MaJhas.J. Amman 636140 

Paicsu'nc.Shmeisani 664I7I/4 

Sbmeiuni Hospital 6(61131 

Univertity Hospital 84SS45 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The HUmic. Aboaii 666127/37 

Ai-Ahli, Abdali 6o416Mi 

llulian. ALMuhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. AshraOeh 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marks 8916M/IS 

Oucen Alia HosprtaJ bU224(V,‘W 

Amal Hospital 674IS5 

ZARQA: 

ZarqsCovi Hospital (I>9)V83?23 

Zarqa NaUmal Hnvpiiai .. {119)91X1561) 

Ihn Siru Hospiui (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Ho»piUi 109)970790 

[RBID: 

Princess Basnu Hmpiu) .. (02)275555 


Creek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)347100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital .... (03)314) || 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Tbh mformatioa rs supplied by Royal 
Jordanian {RJ) irt/bntuaon depart' 
ment at ihc Oueca Alia latemaiioaal 
Aiipon Tcl (U8)53200S. where k 
should a/wajs be verified. 
ARRIVALS 

Boyal Jordanian (RJ) Highta 
(Terminal 1) 

85:58 Jakana. Singapore (RJ) 

VtaS NcwDdfai(RJ) 

09:25 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:58 Karachi. Dubai (Rl) 

lOM BcittR(RJ) 

lOdI Colombo (Rl) 

ISM New York, AnBicrdaot (RJ) 

IMS Cairo(RJ) 

17:55 London. Berlin (Rl) 

iklB Pnnkfiin.Vicini(RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

••*•30 Sanaa(IY) - ««*a e.cvciyMonday 

RomelAZj S^pm evety Months 

IfiAS Dubai(EM) ’JOam cveiySuoday 

.22:18 ftris. Damascus (AF) .Amman S^p.m.cverySwiday 

SS «Am«r prices 

DEPARTURES Upperfhwer prke in ffis per kg. 

RoyalJordanlan (RJ) Hights Apple 

(Terminal 1) Banana §0 

S®??™ (Mukammar) J...".’.". 620 

2^ Bdrut(RJ) Qbbage 

07.88 Aqaba (RJ) Carrot 20(^120 

11J8 .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) Cauliflower 140/80 

jj^ Jeddah (add) (RJ) aemenixnc »!»»!!!! "260/200 

ij'* Pans, Brussel I RJ I Cucumbcis(Iareei .. im/fW) 

Hi® Oeneva. Madrid (RJ) Cucumbers (siS) .... 380/280 

ir’2 London (RJ) Eggplant " 

JiS Cairo (RJ) Garlic 90IV800 

“Jl® Bahrain. Doha (RJ) Grape Fruit 22(VI20 

Jeddah (RJ) Green beans "*""l20(V900 

2IS jS; IS 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

!liS Laniaca(CT) ^pper^)^:::::;;:;:;;;:;:;' SS/Sm 



Dubai (£M) Radish 

Cairo(MS) Stringbeans 


8feOB .. 
87:88 .. 
11J8 .. 
11:38 .. 
11:45 .. 
11:45 .. 
12.>05 .. 
12:45 .. 
20:15 .. 
28-JO .. 
2ld>8 .. 
21:30 .. 


Bdrut(ME) 

Sanaa(IY) 

Laniaca(CY) 

Vienna (OA) 

Rome (AZ) 

Dubai (CM) 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Cairo (M$) 
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RAMADAN FRIDAY PRAYERS: His 
MaiKty Kfaig Hussein attends the second Friday 
[prayers of Ramadan at Aishah Umm A1 Monmi- 
lueen Mosque. Friday’s, sermon was delivered by 
ihaiad Helayel, Mini^ of Awqaf secretai^ 
l^nersL In his sermon. Dr. Helayye! noted King 
'HnsseioY efforts to adiieve Arab solidarity. He 
Inded the King for his efforts to bring about a 
iteendBatkw and accord between the Yemeni 
leaders and wished him every success in his 


endeavours to accomplish this (ask. Attending 
the prayers with King Hussein were Hb Royal 
Highness Crown Prince His Royal Hl^- 

ness Prince Talal Ben Mohamamd, Prime Minis* 
ter Abdul Salam Mqjali, the qi^ers the 
Upper and Lower Houses of Piarliament, Royal 
Court Chief Sharif 2Seid Ben Shaker, senior 
Royal Court officials and senior civil milit* 
ary officials (Petra photo). 


Queen visits SOS Boys Youth House 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majes- 
ty Queen Noor 'Thursday vi- 
sited (he SOS Boys Youth 
House in Wadi Seer, which 
«as established in 1993 as an 
extension of the SOS Villages 
in Jordan. 

The youth bouse accommo- 
dates young adult men of the 
SOS Villages and attempts to 
continue to provide a caring 
famil y environment. 

The project also aims to 
promote self-reliance and to 
the. youth healthy and 
re^Kmsibie habits and values 


as members of the community. 

The youth house currently 
provides accommodation and 
meals for youths between the 
ages of 13 and 17, who attend a 
local shool and vocational 
training centre. 

'The boys also visit their 
families in the SOS Villages on 
weekends. 

Oucen Noor. the founder of 
the Boys Youth House and a 
member of the General 
Assembly of SOS-Kinderdorf 
International, toured the home 


with the boys, and discussed 
with the members ways to im- 
prove and upgrade the existing 
facilities. 

The Youth House is a semi- 
autonomous project operating 
under the umbrella of Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF). 

The Queen was received by 
the director of the SOS Vil- 
lages, the deputy president and 
members of the SOS Village 
administrative committee. 

Accompanying Queen Noor 
on ITiursday’s visit was Mrs. 
Noor Izzedine. 


GUVS donates JD 30,000 to 
national charity campaign 


AMMAN (J.T.).— Her Royal 
Higlmess Princess Basma. hon- 
orary chairperson of the 
Que^ 'Alia Fund for Social 
: Dn-^pmem (OAF) Board of 
Tnisteos. 'Thursday received a ’ 
cheque-for JD 30;000 as 
cont^botion to (he national - 
\ charity, campaign by the 
; Gencnd . Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). 

GUVS Executive President 
Abdullah Khatib presented the 
cheque to the Princess at a 
neeting . with other GUV'S 
board members. 

Ihe Princess, who has been 
louring different govemorates 
10 inspect the progress of the 


charity drive, carried out main- 
ly by youth and scouts and 
guides, voiced appreciation to 
GUVS, describing thc.dona-^ 
lion as another step that would 
further contribute to helping 
needy families in Jordan, 

- Princess Basma said that the 
donations collected during the 
holy month of Ramadan would 
be offered as direct assistance 
to poor families or as financing 
for income-generating pro- 
jects. 

A GUVS statement Thurs- 
day said the union contributes 
nearly JD 300.000 annually to 
projects aimed at promoting 
the status of Jordanian chil- 


dren. 

Acting in cooperation with 
world organisations, GUVS is 
concerned with the care of 
pre-school children and .pro- 
' vides furniture, toys and other 
necesiuiry equipment to kin- 
dergartens and trains teadiers 
specifically in child care. The 
union also supplies kindergar- 
tens and nurseries with chil- 
dren's books and contributes 
towards establishing children's 
libraries, said the statement. 

In addition, the statement 
said, each year GUVS allo- 
cates funds for providing food 
and clothes to school children 
in remote areas of the country. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King receives cable 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty Ung Hussein 
Friday received a cable ffom Mauritanian Presi- 
dent Moawjyah Weld Sid Ahmad Al Taye*. 
congratulating him on the advent of the holy 
month of Ramadan. President Weld Sid Ahmad 
wish^ the- ‘IGng continued good health and 
bappiness and the Jordanian people further 
progress and prosperity. 

Public safety conference post- 
poned 

AMMAN (Petra) — A national conference on 
public safe^ will be held under the patronage of 
I His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
-Wednesday, Feb. 23. The conference was origi- 
'^nally due to be held today (Saturday). 

Panel prepares for Day Health 

AMMAN ffetra) — A special multi-sertoral 
conunittee in charge of preparauons fw >Aoria 
Health Day on Apr. 7 met Thursday. Commii- 
lee sources said Jordan's celebrations this year 
»in be held under the theme of "Preventing 
Dental Diseases.” The major celebranon wi i \x 
held at the Teacher’s Club. The events include 
lectures, exhibitions, printed information dis- 
Uiburioos and poster displays. The activities alM 
indude a sports march, which will start from the 
Haja Cultural Centre and end at the Orhiodox 
Club. The committee includes representatives of 
‘he ministries of Heiilth and Education, the 
Jordan Dental Association, Jordan University ot 
Srience and Technology. Noor Al 
Fo ut idarion. the Royal Medical Scrv'iccs and the 
Univeisity of Jordan. ' 


JSCEP to hold awareness event 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Society for 
the Control of Environmental Pollution 
(JSCEP), in cooperation with Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation and the education depart- 
ments in Jerash and Ajloun districts, will launch a 
series of environment^ awareness campaigns and 
programmes,' beginning Tuesday. Feb. 22. As 
part of the pro^ammes a two-day mobile en- 
vironmental exhibition will be held in Ajloun 
Tuesday and in Jerash on March 1. The exhibi- 
tion will later travel to Deir Abi Said, where it 
will be held for a few days starting March 21 . The 
programme is designed to promote awareness 
about the society's role in preventing environ- 
mental pollution and mobilising local communi- 
ties to contribute to local efforts to prevent 
environmental degradation. 


Industries contribute to charity 

AMMAN (Petra) — The industrial sector Friday 
pledged a contribution of JD 50,(XK) to the 
charity campaign, initiated by Her Royal High- 
ness Ehincess Basma. The contribution was 
announced by Amman Chamber of Industry’s 
President Kbaidoun Abu Hassan follovring a 
meeting with Princess Basma to discuss the role 
of the industrial sector in supporting the cam- 
paign, which has become a yearly function 
carried out during Ramadan. Attending the 
meeting were representatives of the various 
industrial activities, including the Amman In- 
dustrial Estates Corporation Director General 
Fayez Suheimat. 


Sboul tipped to succeed Badran 


lUtmtinued from page 1) 
satisfaction by resigning his-in- 
fltieniial position, ''1 do not 
expect that he (Massadeh) will 
to be nominated for the 
post a second time around.'* 
"Mr. Massadeh would have 
l>Kn.the most qualified espe- 
oaJly, since he bad served as 
the head of the coun of cassa* 
and as justice minister,” 
said another senator. 

The Senate had been divided 
into two camps on the selection 
of Mr. Rifai for the job: One in 
support of Mr. Rifai and the 
other which supported the 
choice of cither Mr. Obeidat ci 
Mr. Massadeh. 
but Mr. Rifai enjoyed a 


clear majority support over the 
other two candidates and his 
supporters were, in fact, will- 
ing to put the choice to a vote 
under the dome if the other 
two senators did not withdraw 
their nomination.- 

But since Senate tradition 
has been that decisions similar 
to this one are liiade in the 
corridors and not put to a vote 
in a senate session, the Upper 
House agreed to support Mr. 
Rifai's nomination. 

Mr. Sboul, a lawyer by pro- 
fession, had held a number of 
public posts including that of 
minister of interior with Sharif 
Zeid Bin Shaker's govern- 
ment. 


Palestinian 

State 

(Continued from page I) 

identical hilt by Mo^he Pded 
(Tsomet) was defeated by 45 
vot(» to 3H. 

Mr. Landau went so far as to 
drop the original second para- 
graph of his proposal in order 
to gain support. The amended 
version stated that "the aim of 
the law is to prevent the estab- 
lishment uf a HOvcFcign Arab- 
Palestinian state in the lerri- 
ii)r>' west of (he Jordan River. 
The government will prevent 
the establishment of (such 
state!.” 


Jordan, PLO seek coordinated stand on 
Palestinian refugees, displaced persons 


By a Jordan Times 
.Staff Reportn* 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) are seeking to 
coordinate their positions on 
negotiations with Israel on 
the fate of Palestinian re- 
fugees and displaced piersons 
and then to bring in Egypt 
before aaually opening quar- 
tipartiie talks on the issue, 
officials said Friday. 

The decision to hold prior 
coordination vnong the Arab 
sides to a four-party 
( Pales tin ian- Jordanian* 
Egyptian-Israeii) committee, 
which is proposed in the 
Sept. 13 autonomy agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
PLO. was taken during last 
week's Jordan*PLO meet- 
ings. the officials said. 

A sub-committee on re- 
fugees and displaced persons 
met on the sidelines of meet- 
ings of the Higher Jordan- 
PLO Joint Committee 
attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister Saeed Al Tal and 
PLO foreign affairs chief 
Farouk Kaddoumi. 

Minister of State Adel 
Irsheid and PLO Executive 
Committee member Samir 
Ghosheh (Popular Struggle 
Front) chaired the sub- 
comminee meetings, which 
submitted its recommenda- 
tions to the hi^r commit- 
tee, the official said. 

l^e Jordanian stand dur- 
ing the meeting was that prior 
coordination was a must 


among the Arab {»rties con- 
cerned before launching the 
proposed four-party commit- 
tee and this was accepted by 
the PLO side, they said. 

Jordan has been refusing to 
entertain the idea of the four- 
pany committee, which was 
'sprung as a surprise to the 
' Kingdom along with the sec- 
ret autonomy accord negoti- 
ated by Israel and the PLO. 

Information Minister 
Jawad Anani said: “We be- 
lieve in the conceptual 
approach to the issue: coor- 
dination between ourselves 
(Jordan and the PLO) first 
and then with Egypt tefore 
proceeding further.*’ 

Dr. Anani said no date had 
been set for the first meeting 
of the proposed four-party 
committee. Reports from 
Cairo and Tunis said it could 
take place in April. 

^But Dr. Anani indicated 
that the meeting would not 
take place until Jordan is 
satisfied that the Kingdom, 
the PLO and Egypt have 
coordinated their positions 
and are able to present a 
common stand to present in 
this context. 

The Jordan-PLO coordina- 
tion is expected to be consoli- 
dated during a meeting next 
week of the joint sub- 
committee before the two 
sides approach Egypt, said 
Omar Khatib. the deputy 
chief of mission at the Palesti- 
nian embassy here. 

“The decision of the sub- 
committee was dear. Any 


negotiations vrith Israel over 
the fate of Palestinian re- 
fugees and displaced persons 
should be based on related 
U.N. resolutions regardless 
of any other considerations,” 
Mr. Khatib told the Jordan 
Hmes. 

U.N. Resolution 194 up- 
holds the right of the Palesti- 
nian refugees of 1948 to re- 
turn home or receive com- 
pensation. Resolutions issued 
since then uphold the same 
principle and call for an 
equitable solution to the 
problem of refugees. 

Mr. Khatib said Jordan 
and the PLO were awaiting 
the outcome of the' ongoing 
Israel-PLO negotiations in 
the Egyptian Red Sea resort 
of Taba before formulating 
further steps. He indicated 
that the Taba talks could 
produce a clear Israeli stand 
on how the Jewish state in- 
tended oi handle the issue of 
displaced Palestinians. 

”We have to have a very 
clear perception of our own 
positions and options before 
we sit down with Israel (in 
the four-party comminee); 
that is what Jordan and the 
PLO are crying to achieve,” 
said Mr. Khatib. 

During last week's talks, 
Jordan agreed to conduct a 
census of displaced Palesti- 
nians living in the Kingdom 
for documentation purposes 
and eventually to find out 
how many of them would like 
to return to the West Bank 


and Gaza Strip. 

On Feb. I, Egypt launched 
a similar survey of Palesti- 
nians from Gaza living in 
Arab countries after starting 
a census in its own teritory. It 
plans to close the enumera- 
tion on April IS. 

Response to the Egy'piian 
census in Jordan has been 
very slow, diplomatic sources 
said. 

Palestinian "refugees” are 
classified as those who fled or 
were forced to flee their 
homes in Palestine when the 
state of Israel was created in 
1948. Many of them ended up 
in refugee camps in the Gaza 
Strip or the West Bank only 
to be turned out again and 
forced across the Jordan Riv- 
er in the 1967 war. 

They were joined by many 
natives of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in the flight; and 
these are classified as "dis- 
placed persons” — meaning 
that they were displaced from 
their homes, not refugee 
camps, in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

According to PLO statis- 
tics, the number of Palesti- 
nains "displaced” from the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip during the 1967 war and 
their, dependents now stands 
at-87S.000. 

"’The majority of them are 
living in Jordan, and the rest 
are in Egypt,” said Mr. Kha- 
tib. “Vtiy few of them are in 
Syria or elsewhere.” 

The Sept. 13 autonomy 
accord puts off any Israel- 


PLO discussion of the "re- 
furies” until the "final sta- 
tu negotiations slated to 
be^m in the third year of 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
occupied territories. 

But the issue of refugees 
and displaced persons is a 
prominent item on the agen- 
da signed on Sept. 14 for 
peace negotiations between 
Jordan and Israel, thus mak- 
ing the Kingdom the only 
Arab party dealing with the 
subject until the final status 
negotiations. 

Jordanian offldals say it 
was a significant achievement 
for Jordan that it managed to 
include the issue as a topic for 
bilateral negotiations. They 
say that Jordan's approach to 
the issue with Israel is on a 
siate-to-state level with no 
prejudice of the righ: of the 
refu^s to return home or 
receive compensaticr . 

Jordan is demandi.ig com- 
pensation for having hosted 
Palestinian refugees on its 
soil. It points our hat the 
refugee problem was a result 
of the creation of the state of 
Israel ,;nd as such Israel has a 
direct responsibility to 
address its consequences. 

Israel has ruled out the 
return of any massive number 
of Palestinians, but has 
agreed to consider allowing 
an unspecifled but limited 
number to return, and both 
Jordanian and PLO officials 
say they expect the issue to 
be one of the most thorny in 
negotiations. 


Brother kills 2' sisters for 
^immoral behaviour’ 


By Rana Hosseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN —Two women were 
shot and Jellied by Mdr brother 
on Thursday; a hours affer 

they were released from prison 
after serving a term for what 
the suspected slayer described 
CO police as “immoral be- 
haviour,” Zarqa police re- 
ported. 

The women, identified as 
Amneh A., 27, and Khawla, 
33, were shot and killed by 
their brother Hussein, A., who 
surrendered to police shortly 
after the killing, said a police 
official. 

The man confesssed to the 
murders, said the offidal. 

He told police that bis sisters were 
detained mote than one year ago 
for “immoral" behaviour 
and were released Thursday, 
according to the police official, 
who prefeired anonymity. 

The police official said the 
two were arrested after the 
brother himself had com- 
plained that they were living 
with someone who was not a 
family member of relative. 

After their release, the 
brother told police, he took the 
two women to the family home 
in Wadi Hajar area of Zarqa 


and advised them to live with 
him with their two ocher ds- 
ters. He. also advised them to 
“change their behaviour." 
Then, be told police, he left 
home but only to discover the 
two women leaving home 
against his advice. 

According to his testimony 
to police, he prevented them 
from leaving and an argument 
ensued. “V^en the argument 
readied a deadlock, be said, be 
went inside the bouse, brought 
out a gun and emptied it on his 
sisters,” according to the 
police offidal. 

The other two sisters who 
were in the house rushed out 
upon hearing the diots and 
found the two women lying in 
pools of blood, police re- 
ported. 

The elder woman died in- 
stantly while the other was 
rushed to Zarqa military hos- 
pital where she was pro- 
nounced dead four hours after 
arrival. 

A ho^ital offidal told the 
Jordan limes that the both 
bodies had at least four bullet 
wounds each. 

The bodies were tranferred 
to Al Bashir hospital for auto- 
psy. Tbe man was detained in 
Z^a pending investigations 
and tiid. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compile^/^m monthly bu//ao‘ns and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers a^advised to verify the listed 
date and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

ExhibitioD of medical herbs at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
‘A’ Art exhiUtioD by Jordanian artists at tbe Royal Cultural Centre 
(7:00 p.m.-midnight). 

•tr Wood carving exhibition by artist SanmOiisama at tbe French 
Cultural Centre. 

Art and photo exhibition by several Arab artists at the Balqa 
Art Gallery in Fnbels (Tel. 720902). 

^ Exhibition by Ldtancse artist Hnssrin Madi at Darat Al Ftanon 
at the Abdul Shoman Foundation. Abo showii^ the 

**pennancitt** exhibition of 54 Arab CMitemporary artists. (Tel. 
643251/2) 

ir Art exhibltioa by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at Oifall 
Art Gallery (Td. 826932). 

9 

DRAMA 

'A' Drama In Arabic entitled “Hamlet Crudficd Again” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

BOOK EXHIBITION 

Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre (7:00 p.m.- 

LECTURE 

Lecoire entitled “Woman and Political Action” by Ms. Nawal 
Al Fa’ouri, Islamic Aetfam Front Shura Omncil member, at 
Abdni Hmiwcd Stonuuik Foundation in Jabal Amman at 8:00 
p.m. 


UNRWA employees in Jordan get 
a raise, but it is ‘below expectations’ 


By a Jordan Tunes Staff 
■Reporter’'"' 

'Tbe United Na-' 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) agreed to grant its 
employees in Jordan a salary 
raise of between four to 13 per 
cent, but agency workers say 
that tbe raise, frozen for the 
past four years, was much be- 
low expectations. 

The salary raise, announced 
during the visit to Jordan of 
UNRWA Commissioner 
General liter Turkmen, is to 
be issued retroactively as of 
January 1, 1994. 

The raise, explained one 
agency employee, will be ap- 
plied according to a new scale, 
starting with 13 per cent for the 
lowest salaries and decreasing 
to four per cent to the higher 
salaries. 

The majority of agency 
workers, said the employee, 
fall in the six to seven jrer cent 
margin, which means they will 
receive a raise of around JD30 
each. 

“But since the agency 
adopted austerity measures 


four years ago and it froze our 
salary increases now we were 
exfjecting-a mipimum raise^be-,,- 
tween 20 to:25 per cjpni,”jgdd 7 
’the emploj^^lro 'pwfeivedt^ 
not to be identified. 

The agency workers were 
also disgruntled with the faa 
that employees at the UN- 
RWA headquarters in Vienna 
are getting a 16 per cent in- 
crease retroanively as of April 
1993. ^ 

“We feel discriminated 
against,” said one employee, 
adding that the agency no lon- 
ger has an excuse for the mea- 
ger raise "since it is now re- 
ceiving money from donor 
countries and was given the 
priority to spend it in Jordan.” 

UNRWA employees had 
also requested a similar raise to 
that given by the Jordanian 
government to civil servants 
(JD15) to cover the rise in the 
cost of living. 

The raise for employees was 
also recommended by a United 
Nations committee which vi- 
sited Jordan in 1993 and con- 
ducted a study of the living 
conditions here. 

Complaints over salary 


raises arid other working con- 
■'ditions cause of man- 

"agerial differ^ces between the' 
^w^fcers and!^^eir manage-. 

Last December, representa- 
tives of employee rommirtees 
staged a sii-in at the UNRWA 
headquarters in Amman. 
Minister of State Adel Irsheid 
took up the issue with Mr. 
Turkmen and the stage-in was 
suspended. 

During his four-day visit to 
Jordan, Mr. Turkmen met with 
foreign minister TaJaJ Al Has- 
san and Mr. Irsheid, as well as 
other government officials, 
and reviewed the agency's ser- 
vices to Palestinian refugees in 
Jord^. 

Mr. Turkmen told Petra 
news agency that UNRWA 
was planning to move several 
departments from its Vienna 
headquarters to Amman later 
this summer "to be closer to its 
field of operation in the Middle 
East region.” 

UNRWA extends its ser- 
\ices to Palestinian refugees in 
Jordan, the West Bank and 
Gaza, Lebanon and Svria. 


Arafat: Israel undermines process 


(Continued from page 1) 
Taba were "a success” and the 
two sides “hope to be able to 
finalise the overall agreement 
soon.” 

On the Palestinian police 
force. Dr. Shaath and his Israel 
counterpart General Ammon 
Shahak said agreement had 
been sealed on coordination 
with the Israeli army after the 
launch of self-rule. 

Sources dose to the nego- 
tiators said they were still at 
odds over the size of the police 
force and its arms. The Palesti- 
nians want a 10.000-strong 
force, while Israel has prop- 
osed 6.000. 

Mr. Peres said such differ- 
ences "should not prove to be 
insurmountable.” 

Mr. Peres told Parliament 
on Wednesday Israel will keep 
a precise record of every non- 
resident entering and leaving 
the Palestinian autonomous 
areas, and will therefore be 
able to know who has re- 
mained in the area illegally. 

Mr. Peres was replying to a 
query by Yehoshua 

Matza, who expressed concern 
that (he border crossing 
arrangements established in 
the Cairo accord would enable' 
Palestinians living abroad to 
exercise their ri^t of return 
and move into the territories 
without Israel knowing about 
it. 

Israel has the right of veto 
over any non-resident seeking 
to enter the autonomous areas 
and was not obliged to justify 
its decision to the Palestinian 
authorities, Mr. Peres ex- 
plained. 


He said entry visas uxiuld be 
granted for three months, with 
the right to extend them for 
another three months. The 
Palestinian authorities were re- 
sponsible for seeing to it that 
the visitors left; however, 
Israeli officials would keep re- 
cords of all visitors entering 
and leaving the territories, and 
would therefore know how 
many people had not left when 
their time was up. The Palesti- 
nians would have to tell Israel 
about the extension of any visa 
for another three months. 

"We have enough ways of 
checking whether the Palesti- 
nian authority is supervising 
the stay of visitors and enough 
sanctions to impose if they 
don't” said Mr. Peres. 

"We can prevent the enity 
of anyone without giving a 
reason. We don't have to jus- 
tify a refusal on security 
ground, necessarily.” 

Mr. Peres added chat there 
was no reason to fear a massive 
influx of permanent Palesti- 
nian residents into the Gaza 
Strip or Jericho. "It's hard to 
inject another 300.(X)0 people 
into Gaza or even Jericho.” he 
said. "They have to eat. they 
have to drink and they have to 
subsist.” 

In an interview on Friday 
Mr. Arafat warned that a fai- 
lure of Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks would plunge the 
Middle East into “chaos and 
b^kanisanon.” 

"We are walking on the 
razor's edge and the failure of 
peace is chaos and balkanisa- 
tion. The atmosphere in the 
region is carrying us inexorably 


in that direction.” Mr. Arafat 
told Rome's Messaggero news- 
paper in Tunis. 

The interview appeared a 
day after Mr. Arafat said in 
Tunis that the United States 
had failed to push Israel to 
withdraw from the occupied 
territories and that the delay 
was dangerous. 

He said: "The Israelis are 
very tough with us and we are 
faced with two possibilities: 
either annul the Washington 
accord or be flexible.” 

In the interview, Mr. Arafat 
also criticised Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin for his 
role in :he negotiations. 

"Until now, Rabin has not 
kept his word. In December, 
he promised Egyptian Presi- 
dent (Hosni) Mubarak and my- 
self that we would meet within 
ten days. Two months have 
passed and we have not seen 
him again.” Mr. Arafat said. 

He called on the United 
States and its European allies 
to persuade Israel to imple- 
ment the peace agreement. 

"Now is the lime to push 
Israel," Mr. Arafat said. *ii's 
now up to (President Bill) 
Qinton, the Russians as well as 
Europie to exert pressure and 
act as true garantors.” 

The PLO chief also urged 
the international community to 
give financial supjwrt to help 
set up the Palestinian self-rule 
authority in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“We need a Marshall plan 
for' the entire zone, like the 
one which helped relaunch the 
European economy after the 
Seco'^d World War,” he smd. 
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Rhetoric, all the same 


LATE IjAST week a group of seventy-five people 
announced file formation of a “committee to resist 
snbmissiiMi and normalisation/' The emnmittee's 
main task, file gFOop Said in a stateweatf would be 
to prev^jt the peace process from culminating in 
nomiLJisation of relations with Israel. 

We cannot quarrel with any group people who 
wish to voice their concern about the prospects and 
direction of peace in the area. It is common 
knowledge fiiat waging peace is just as diffkult as 
engaging in war activities, and the process would 


normally entafl deep division in the ranks of the 
peoples affected by it Just as the Israelis have of 
late witnessed an upsurge in extremism in opposi- 
tion to the implications of the ongoing efforts for 
peace in the region, it is likewise natural the 
Arab side would develop strong pockets of resist- 
ance to the new political, economic and security 
conditions that peace could bring. After generations 
of animosity and hostility between the Arabs and 
the Israelis, it should not be unexpected that a 
change in file geopofitical dimate in file r^on 
would cause tremors on the two sides. 

Still, (MM would have wish^ thm the (qipoatimi^ 
forces to peace^.between the.yrairing parties in Jt^ 
Middle East (m.liofii sides of the fence channelled 
their energies into more amstmetive directionk by 
offering viable alternatives to current peace efforts. 
On the Israeli side, the ultra nationalists and the 
right w(Hild have nothing to do with tradii^ land for 
peace or with the recc^nituMi of the Palestinians as 
people with legitimate r^ts and aspirations. Their 
extremist posttkm is for all intents and purposes a 
prescription for the continuation of the past five 
decades of warfere and sufihring. In other words, 
such Israriis would rather amunit their people to a 
perpetual cycle of violence and insecurity for 
decades to cenne, if not centuries, than invest in 
peace that w(Hild offer the Arab side, the Palesti- 
nians included, its legitimate rights and its people 
an opportunity to lead a normal life. In this sense, 
there is an uncanny meeting of minds between 
Israeli hardliners and those Arabs who also do not 
want to give peace a chance. The hardliners on both 
sides would thus resist and fight without offering 
anything beyond what the Palestinians and other 
Arab parties have been hearing and experimenting 
ance the inception of the Patestinian conflict. 

The sterile perspective presented by hardliners 
and the bankruptcy of their views have emerged 
from the events of the last fifty oc more years in 
Middle Eastern history. Since the utility or futility 
of any policy decision can best be ganged by its 
results, the consequences of the line of thinking 
presented by the group of seventy five are only too 
well known to file public to deserve an additional 
comment. We just have to say that if some of ns, few 
as fiiey may be, can sit and wait for miracles to 
happen to salvage us and our cause, it is doubtful 
our people and country can afford the same luxury 
all the time. 


ARABIC PREk i COMMENTARIES 


Ay. RA*I Arabic daily Friiiav cast doubt on the so^alled 
prt “arations by NATO forces to stem Serbian attacks on 
Mus. ns in Saraje\ ' -"d other parts of Bosnia. The ultimatum 
given T the Serbs end their fighting is a mere attempt to 
mislead the world and oi>ce the deadline for the Serbs to pull 
out their guns ends, ir.e attackers would resume their 
aggiesaon on the city of Sarajevo indifferent to the NATO 
threats, said the paper. Saying that David Owen, the 
European mediator, is failing in his mission since his arrival in 
the former Yugoslavia, the pn -»er said that Lord Owen has 
bv.>:ed himself not with forcing the Serbs to stop their 
at. laities, their killing of innocent Muslims and the raping of 
Musiim women, but rather with means of covering up for the 
Serbs’ aggression. The Europeans, who claim to be Christians, 
are ^ow bent on annihilating ihe Muslim people of Europe not 
for benefit of Christianity, but rather for selfish interests 
and ■ T colonialist puipc. es. The same Europeans said the 
papt have been bent on killing both the Christians and the 
Musi i people of Iraq and maintaining a siege on the Iraqi 
sick i ■ j wounded, charged the daily. The paper said that, 
regrei . bly. the Arab regimes are continually closing their ears 
to the ies of the children and women in Bosnia and Iraq and 
are bi >ving themselves with reconciliation efforts with the 
Israelis. It said that under the so-called new world order, the 
'^.aders of the colonial powers are employing a formidable 
n>. '*ner>' to destroy what is left of Christianity, transforming 
it into '^1 in the hands of criminals who continue, to carry 
out theii b' '^cle against the other nations of the world. 


By Dr. Musa Keilaui 


Cairo deal brings dismay to Palestinians 


the AGREEMENT that Palestinian leader Yasser Arafot 
and Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres produced in Cairo 
on Feb. 9 has predictably drawn dismay among Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip as well as the East Bank. 
Expectations that the shape of the interim arrangement for 
Palestinian self-rule in the occupied territories would be the 
forerunner of eventual Palestinian independence have suf- 
fered a serious blow even amo^ the bom-optimists and those 
who tend to see the proverbial half-fiiU side of die ^ass. 

For starters, the Cairo deal effectively consolidatts, if not 
legitimises, the Israeli grip on the occupied territories. lR)r all « 
practical purposes, it leaves no sign of the Palestinian right to 
sovereignty in their land. Indeed, the Palestinians are allowed 
to raise their flag at the border posts. But then so were the 
Vichy regime under the Germans and Antoine Lahad under 
IsraePs self-styled '‘security zone” in South Lebanon. But 
were they symbols of independence or subservience? 

Granted, the “final scXfiis” of the occupied territories is to 
be negotiated in three years from now. and, cedinically 
speaking, the ground is open for the Palestinians to secure 
their legitimate territorial and political rights through negotia- 
tions, regardless of the shape of the interim arrangement. 

But, before we get into the business of “final status” 
negotiations, it seems that the Israelis are hell-bent on 
retaining “sovereignty” and diluting the Palestinian quest for 
stateho^ as mudn as possible. 

The writing is on the wall. Indications to the man on the 
street in Jordan are that the so-called Gaza-Jeriefao agreement 
could turn out to be the “final status” rather than an “interim” 
arrangement. 

Proclamations by Israeli politicians ffom the Labour Par^ 
that the negotiations would inevitably lead to the creation of a 
Pal^nian state are nothing but diversionary tactics and are 
not woitfa even tbe p^r that carried the reports. 

The unanswered que^txis point to a predetermined Israeli 
rejection of the Palestinians legitimate national and political 
ri^ts, not to mention an independent Palestinian state. These 
indude: If indeed the entire occupied territories are to be 
placed under Palestinian self-rde for five years pending a 
“final status” solution, why then the haggling now over a few 
dozen square kilometres of land? 

We have often heard the term “progresuve autonomy” 
from both sides, indicating that major towns and dties in the 
West Bank would be tun^ over to Palestinian control in a 
matter of months after the self-rule arrangement is put in 
place. Why then going to the extremes in refiising to accept a 
logical size of area where autonomy could take off in the first 


place? 


Simllaily, if the Palestinians are supposed to assume full 
control over their affairs, barring external security, why then 
is tbe Rraeli insistence on retaining a veto over who enters and 
leaves the occupied lands? 

After ail, is it not in the interest of the Palestinian self-rule 
authority to maintain law and order in the areas under its 
control and not allow anyone to endanger the autonomy 
arrangement through staging incidents that could be construed 
as “security threats” by tbe Israelis and scramble the peace 
deal? 

Again, why the dispute over the size of the police force? 
Even in an optimum scenario, the total number of Palestinian 
poUceoMn and.family membera who would enter the occupied 
tenitories is 25,000. Why should the Israelis get alarmed over 
that number, given the fact tiiat it represents only 0.5 per cent 
of the over four million l^lestinians living in the diaspora? 


Jordanian complaints that the level of the PU>’s coordh^ 
tion with tbe Kiiigdom was not of a level thatmMis the 
r-haiiftngea of the day stemmed from several aspects: 
Jordan, as a sovereign and independent country, has lU own.^ 
national concerns and it would refuse to be a 


agreement in which it has to pl(^ a role 


^^Tbe PLO ieadersbip, which boasts of 
having a strong ‘^constituency** in Jor- 
dan, has to take into con5jdera£ioji that 
tbe Kingdom has a coiicerii beyond tbe 
immediate reladonsbip of one Arab par- 
ty supporting anotber*s decisions and 
moves in tbe cotntext of peace negotia- 
tions with a common enemy,** 


That, said however, there is no questioning of the fact that 
agreements to these arrangements were given or are in the 
process of being given by the sole legitimate representative of 
Che Palestinian People, the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PI^). As such, Jordan does not challenge the decision, 
particularly that ^ Cairo agreement has been proclaimed by 
our own strategists as having “calculated” the January accord 
on security aspMts signed by the Kingdom and the PLO. 

As far as relations tetween two entities are concerned, the 
PLO could not ask for more than Jordan has given in terms of 
support for tbe Sept. 13 accord despite its reservations and the 
ICingdom’s international moves in support of the Palestinian 
struggle in their negotiaiioDS with Israel. 


^icb did not get its approval. There is "O^uto 
message is dearly understood but not acted upon by . the PLO. ,- 

leadership. , 

nie two-day Jordan-PLO meeting in Amman last week-, 
appeared to have gone a considerable-way in deanng the w,.- 
as Jordanian officials have srffirmed. Joint committees bave.. ^ 
been revived, and the focus is on specific • 

would be put into place during the interim PalestmiMaeiwro . 
period. Hopefully, the PLO side is sincere in its mdeitaldr^ - 
vwth Jordan and we would see more <rf cooroiTOtion in^ a 
manner that strengthens both sides in their respertve nego^-:- 
tioDS with Israel as well as the multilateral talks aimed 
creating an atmosphere, where peace agreements and treaties . 
would hold. 

But what is left unsaid in the entire deal is bow Jordanians 
with Palestinian roots, who have a very deep intei^ in serag .. 
a just and equitable settlement to the Israeli-Palestiman.'- 
conflict, see the state of affairs. Ibat is not to say that all 
them are ea g”* to pack up their bags and return to their 
homeland at tbe first given opportunity. But they definitely 
seek Palestinian independence and to be at least told that they 
have a right to exercise their options in an atmosphere free of 
ifs and buts. 

The PLO leadership, which boasts of hairing a^ stro^ 
“constituency*’ in Jordan, has to take into coosideration that . 
the Kingdom has a concern beyond tbe immediate relationship 
of one Arab party supporting another’s decisions and moves in 
tbe context of peace negotiations with a common enemy. 

And that is a cause for worry since the repercusaons for. 
Jordan, God forbid, of the PLO falling short of the aspirations 
of the Palestinians virill be heavy, particularly if the Kingdom is 
perceived as having gone ahead unreservedly with a course of 
. PLO action which may not bode well for the Palestinian cause 
in tbe end. 


1 do not claim to have a ready-maJe solution to ^ 
problem. But, for one thing, the PLO could do a lot by dorer 
consultations with the experienced strategists of Jordan in 
advancing the process of negotiations and ensuring That 
whatever possible is done to allay the fears of the PLO’s 
self-styled constituency in Jordan. 


M.KAH1L 



NATO’s ‘risky’ plans 


Allies Sarajevo mission 


would be tougher 


than Gulf raids 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Cairo deal detrimental to 


Palestinian rights; Yemeni 


reconciliation is cause for joy 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


CRITIQSM OF xhe Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Cairo agree- 
ment, domestic issues and the 
rituation in Bosnia and Iraq 
dominated the themes in the 
local Arabic press in the past 
week. 

The Cairo deal, signed by 
the PLO and Israel, has 
taken the Palestine issue into 
a dark tunnel with no sign of 
li^t at the end. said Arafat 
Hijozi. a columnist in Sawt 
A1 Shaab. 

The fan that the deal was 
in favour of the Israelis was 
underlined by a spokesman, 
for the Israeli army, who said 
the army partidpaied a^vely 
in drawing up its provisions 
over matters related to secur- 
ity. said the writers. “We fear 
that in the absence of suffi- 
cient Palestinian military and 
political experts, Israel would 
continue to secure more gains 
at the expense of the Palesti- 
nian.” said the writer. 

The Palestinian masses 
were not expected to take to 
the streets and express their 
joy over the Cairo agreement 
because it is only a mere deal 
that would probably be ex- 
ploited by the Israelis to their 
own b-*nefit. said Taber 
Adwan in Al Dustour. The 
masses seldom trust politicai 
solutions which fail to be 
implemented on the ground 
and which are normally of 


benefit to the enemy, he said. 
The writer said that tbe PLO 
leadership, like the other reg- 
imes of the Arab world, does 
not inform the masses of tbe 
deals concluded with the 
Israelis in a true expression of 
lack of democracy and abs- 
ence of close contacts and 
cooperation between the rul- 
ers and the ruled. 

Commenting on a state- 
ment to the Israeli press by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in which he advo- 
cated the creation of «mfed- 
eration between Israel, the 
occupied territories and Jor- 
dan. a columnist in Al Ra’i 
said that Israel is using the 
occupied territories as a too! 
to achieve a federal entity 
with Jordan. Tareq Masarwh 
said that through this 
scheme, Israel is clearly 
trying to fulfill its old dream 
of creating a substitute 
Palestinian entity at the ex- 
pense of Jordan. He said that 
' under the Cairo agreement. 
Israel remains in foil charge 
of the crossing points ^ 
tween the West Bank and 
Jo^an. enabling the Jewish 
state to control the travel of 
Palestinians both ways, and 
ensuring that more Palesti- 
nians go out than those who 
come into the West Bank. 

Mahmoud Rimawi. a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, said 
that white the Arab masses 


decried the Cairo deal. 
Washington has naturally 
weicom^ it because it is 
clearly in favour of the Jewish 
state. 

Tareq Masarweh and Tah- 
er Al Adwan welcomed the 
expected deal for reconcilia- 
tion between the leaders of 
the Yemeni people. One can- 
not bide tbe Arab masses joy 
over the end of the Yemeni 
political crisis and the Jorda- 
nian people in particular take 
pride in the fact that the 
reconciliation is to be 
crowned with the signing of a 
document in Amman said 
Masarweh. He expressed 
hope that the document 
would be implemented and 
serve as an impetus for equal- 
ity between tbe north and 
south in development matters 
and in helping the Yemeni 
people to attain their com- 
mon objectives. 

Acfwan said that any delay 
in signing the documenr and 
implementing its provisions is 
bound to backfire and 
adversely affect the morals of 
the Yemeni people. The 
document to be signed by the 
Yemeni leaders in Amman, 
he said, sets an example for 
the leaders of the Arab coun- 
tries to forge the long awaited 
Arab unity. 

Salameb Ekour. a writer in 
Sawt Al Shaab. reflected on 
the situation in Iraq and 
stressed that the Arab coun- 
tries. which are applying the 
sanctions on the Ir^i people. 


are responsible for their suf- 
fering. The writer said that 
Arab leaders are responsible 
for the tens of thousands of 
Iraqi citizens who continually 
lose their lives due to the lack 
of food and medicine and are 
also responsible for future 
Ini^i boycon of any Arab 
activities at the political, so- 
ciaJ and economic levels. 

Mohammad Subeihi. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. urged 
Jordanian women to lead the 
campaign against those 
tamF^ring with the food and 
medicine. “Housewives have 
to date failed to joint the 
campaign although they are 
respoiuible for the well-being 
of their households and chil- 
dren and they serve as the 
first defence line protecting 
their families,” said the wri- 
ter. 

Mo‘ '>mmad Daoud, 
another Al Dustour col- 
umnist, CKp.essed fear that 
tbe manipu.'atfun of mer- 
chants dealing with food 
stuffs would continue unless 
the government took drastic 
measures against them. 

Referring to the past 
week’s discovery of mer- 
chants trying to peddle de- 
freezed meat as fresh meat, 
the writer said the Ministry of 
Supply ought to re-examine 
its present measures concern- 
ing the trading in food sup- 
plies and should employ qual- 
ified personnel to condua 
actuiO inspection of food sup- 
plies sold in stores. 


NAPLES — NATO is assemb- 
ling the biggest colleaion of 
Western air power since the 
1991 Gulf war against Iraq, 
ready to hit Serb forces besieg- 
ing Sarajevo or elsewhere in 
Bosnia from bases in Italy. 

But military officials say 
strikes in Bosnia could be a far 
tougher and riskier operation 
than the Gulf war. despite the 
fact that NATO pilots have 
been able to prepare carefully 
by flying over their potential 
targets. 

"In some ways, this is the 
best prepared air campaign in 
history'. The pilots have had an 
unprecedented amount of time 
over Bosnia." said one NATO 
military’ official. 


forward air controllers in Bos- 
nia have worked with NATO 
pilots to pinpoint targets so'far. 

Serb artillery, mortats and 
other heavy weapons can be 
easily moved, where Iraqi 
weapons were dug in to pre- 
pared positions and less 
mobile. 

Hiere is also a much greater 
danger of killing civilians with 
air strikes in Bosnia, especially 
if the Serbs move their 
weapons into towns and vil- 
lages. 


“There are no definites in 
this world, you can’t be abso- 
lutely sure that you will elimi'n- 
ate collateral damage." said 
U.S. Captain Jim Pavlica, who 
flies an A-10 "Warthog” attack 
plane from Aviano airbase in 
northern Italy. 


"But there are different 
problems, different risks in- 
volved here. They take away a 
lot from that advantage." 

In January 1991. allied war- 
planes blasted Iraqi positions 
in and around Kuwait, drop- 
ping millions of tonnes of 
bombs, strafing troop posi- 
tions and using guided 
weapons to wreck air defences, 
power stations and other in- 
stallations. 

Then as now. allied forces 
had full control of the skies and 
could operate as they liked, 
around the clock, with virtuallv 
no opposition from Iraqi 
planes or the country's shat- 
tered air defences. The U.S.- 
led coalition lost only a handful 
of planes. 

In addition, the good weath- 
er and open desert terrain were 
ideal for air operations. 

But even with those advan- 
tages. ground troops were 
needed to drive Iraqi forces 
out of Kuwait — leading the 
military to the conclusion that 
air power can only help to win 
a war. not do the job on its 
own. 


Bad winter weather in Bos- . 
nia. with low cloud and rain, 
also means it could be harder 
to hit targets accurately. Pilots 
interviewed in the last few days 
said conditions had been ^ 
from ideal for any air strikes. . 

The biggest concern for 
NATO, though, is whether its 
planes can protect .U.N. 
peacekeepers and relief work- 
ers on the ground in Bosnia, 
where there are no clearly- 
defined front lines, if they are 
attacked in retaliation for air 
strikes. ‘ 
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Even though the battle lines 
were clearly drawn in the Gulf, 
there were several incidents of 
allied planes firing on their 
own ground forces bv mistake 
in the heat of battle. 

Those (imitation serve to 
point up the risks in Bosnia, 
military officials sav. 


NATO commanders ar 
beefing up the U.S.. Britisl 
French. Dutch and Turkish ai 
forces in Italy with plane 
suited for a ground attack rok 
By tbe end of this weeJ 
there will be around 170 fighi 
ers. bombers and grouni 
attack jets in Italy or based o 
air«aft carriers in the Adriatit 
Through mid-air refudlin 
from tankers, the planes ra 
over Bosnia, coverin] 
U .N . peacekeepers in enclave 
such as Srebrenica and Tuzl 
^ well as Sarajevo, unci 
they run out of ammunitioii 
bombs and missiles.. 

But the planes cannot hoT 
pound and. if Serb or othe 
forces move in close to U.N 
troops, the pilots could risi 
hilling the very people the 


want' to protect. 


NATO pilots say ihev are 
not greatly worried by Bosnian 
Serb anti-aircraft fire. They do 
not have an integrated air de- 
fence system backed by radar 
did the Iraqis, just some 
guns and shoulder-launched 
missiles that Western jets can 
dodge. 

I The problems lie elsewhere. 

It will be much harder to 
find and hit targets in Bosnia's 
hilly, wooded terrain than it 
wa.s jn the desert, even though 


Western allies are unwil 
fo consider the onlv altei 
bves; pulling the !0,()b0ligh 
armed peacekeepers out 
fore any air strikes or sene 
more troops, armour and a 
fe’ry m to support them on 
ground. 


“The history of 
from World War ‘ 
''•ctnam to the 
proved that it can 
conflict on its oi 
another NATO offii 
nia has got a lot ol 
''■orst kind for piioi 
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The ‘smoke’ invasion 

Asians puff their way towards world’s largest cigarette market 


hong KONG — They are 
smoking cigarettes in the 
mountains of Nepal to increase 
their stamina. 

[o the Philippines, dgarenes 
are mixed with healthy images 
of the good life, hang glid- 
ing. dmog and high-speed 
boating. 

And in Vietnam, anything 
American is good, with Lucky 
Strike. Marlboro and Pall Mall 
jXovkSng a taste of the affluent 
WesL 

Spurred on by the sophisti- 
cated marketing prowess of 
Westm dgaretu companies. 
Asians are quickly puffing 
their way into becoming the 
wmid’s largest and most lucra- 
tive market. 

'i am smoldng because I feel 
tired ud this cigarette will 
refresh me.*’ said Ram Baha- 
dur Tamang. a middle-aged 
porter in Kathmandu. **lt gives 
me strength to carry my heavy 
kod." 

Asia already accounts for 
more tiian half the world’s 
consumption of cigarettes, 
accofdiag to a report released' 
last montii by the British mar- 


ket research group EURO- 
MONITOR. 

The report also revealed the 
region’s potential for even 
more growth, with the average 
Asian still smoking less than 
half the number of dgarenes 
per year than his European 
counterpart. 

"The tobacco companies arc 
pretty much behind this trend 
in smoking." said Judith Mack- 
ay, a Hong Kong-based consul- 
tant for the World Health 
Organiuuon (WHO) and one 
of Asia’s best known anti- 
smoking crusaders. 

Western cigarette com- 
panies, with help from their 
governments, paittcularly the 
United States, have used fair- 
trade agreements to crack most 
of the state-controlled 
cigarene monopolies, in the re- 
gion. 

A U.S. government report 
shows that American tobacco 
exports grew from S64 billion 
to S142 bSto a year m the lale 198Qs, 
with about SS per cent of that 
due to imports by Japan, 
Taiwan and South Korea. 

A rangoon-based diplomat 


representing a cigarette-ex- 
porting nation recently de- 
plored what he called the 
dumping of tobacco products 
in the developing world by 
Western nations, where con- 
sumption was diminishing. 

"I’m a social smoker myself, 
but I’m frankly disturbed by 
what we in the developed 
world are doing." the diplomat 
said. 

Western tobacco companies 
say, however, that they are 
only tilling the demand for 
what is u popular and legal 
habit, and that all the blame 
should not be placed on them, 
given that most of these coun- 
tries had state-owned cigarette 
companies before. 

"We are not guilty, as we are 
not forcing anyone to smoke, 
only selling satisfaaion like 
hotels sell hospitality," said 
Ruhul A. Mazumdar, director 
of the mainly British-owned 
Bangladesh Tobacco Company 
Ltd. "Blaming us is unfair," he 
said. 

But Mr. Mackay says that 
western cigarette companies, 
unlike the state monopolies. 


bring with them sophisticated 
advertising campaigns that 
have linked smoking with the 
region’s growing affluence and 
Is attracting more young peo- 
ple and women. 

Cigarette companies, many 
of them American and British, 
spent more than S18S million 
Imt year for advertising in 
Asia, according to a survey by 
Asian advertising and market- 
ing magazine. 

“The advertising is not 
showing Chinese selling to 
Chinese," Mr. Mackay said. 
"It shows the Marlboro cow- 
boy riding around, or Cauca- 
sians enjoying the good life in a 
mountain top villa... they are 
selling a western lifestyle." he 
said. 

Smoking rates in Asia are 
much higher than in Europe 
and Che United States, where 
on average 30 per cent of men 
and women smoke, a number 
that continues to decline be- 
cause of tough onti-smoking 
legislation and campaigns. 

Western cigarette companies 
have found developing coun- 
tries to be the ripest market (o 


compensate for dwindling sales 
at home. Men make up the 
vast majority of smokers in 
Asia, although the number of 
women and children taking up 
the habit is on the rise, accord- 
ing to WHO statistics. 

Vietnam has a smoking rate 
of between 50 per ttnt and 80 
per cent among men in urban 
areas, and in Cambodia the 
rate is as high as SO-io-lOO per 
cent among all men. In Thai- 
land, there were 11.4 million 
smokers in 1991, a 10 per cent 
increase fr'om three years ear- 
lier, according to the country’s 
health ministry. 

China is the largest smoking 
country in the world, with 
more than 300 million people 
having taken up the haWt, 
according to the govemmem's 
statistics. 

China’s cigarette market is 
still fairly restricted to foreign 
cigarettes. 

A Western tobacco company 
spnkesman in India, where 80 
billion cigarettes were sold last 
year, said: "If four people can 
sell cigarette why not a fifth. " 
Agence Fra^-Presse 


To our health 


By Jimmy Carter 


THE U.S. tobacco industiy 
has laundied a massive cam- 
paigD to defeat President Bill, 
CSntm’s proposal to add a| 
substantial 'health tax on* 
cigarettes and an equivalent 
tax 00 ocher tobacco products. 

As a sondiemer and a far- 
mer, I care about the plight of 
(he tobacco farmer. But I also 
care that tobacco killed 
419,000 Americans last year. 
Almost all of them started 
smoking as children and be- 
came addicted before they 
irere old enough to know bet- 
ter. There are real people with 
families belri^ each of 
dwse death statistics — people 
like my father, my mother, 
bodi sisters and my brother, all 
ofidiom smoked and died of 
■ 

President Clinton’s proposal 
mdd leng^lien the lives of an 
estmuded iMX),000 Americans 
bydisoruraguig children from 
becoming addicted to 
cigarettes and encouraging 


muy current smokers to quit. 
This health tax would extend 
more lives than any single pre- 
ventive health measure now 
under consideration. 

The tobacco industry is using 
its enormous public relations 
and lobbying resources to try 
to convince Congress and the 
American public that a health 
tax on tobacco would do such a 
good job of reducing smoking 
that tobacco formers and the 
economy of the south would be 
devastated. This implies that 
Americans must keep smoking 
and dying in vast numbers of 
preserve tobacco industry jobs 
and the economic health of 
tobaoco-produdng states. This 
argument is both immoral a^ 
-fadlxally wrong. 

Even if the debate werq ab- 
out, tobacco industry jobs vs. 
human lives, only tte tobacco 
processors would support the 
sacrifice of hundreds of 
thousands of lives to protea a 
-much smaller number of jobs. 


But the debate is not about 
jobs vs. lives. The tobacco 
industry has distorted the facts 
about jobs, just as it has man- 
ipulated the government and 
the tobacco farmers for so 
many ye^. One recent indus- 
try publication projeaed that 
the tax would cost 270,(XX) jobs 
even though there are only 
256,616 jobs involved in the 
entire U.S. tobacco industry, 
including farming, warehous- 
ing. manufacturing and 

wholesaling. 

E^oiru^ and health ex- 
perts agree that President Qin- 
ton’s proposal would cause ab- 
out a 12 per cent drop in 
smoking. But this would not be 
devastating for tobacco for- 
mers. Demand for U.S.-grown 
tobacco would drop by only 
about 6 per cent because 
approiomaxely half of all U.S.- 
grown tobacco is now ex- 
ported, either as raw tobacco 
or in cigarettes. Tobacco leaf 
and dgarettes sent overseas 
will cause death and disease in 
other nations but will not be 


affected by (he health tax. 

The irony is that tobacco 
formers really are in trouble. 
More than 40,’XX) tobacco 
farms disappeare ' during the 
past 10 years, . nd tobacco 
manufacturing jobs have follen 
29 per cent. These job losses 
cannot be blamed on health 
restriaions; they occurred de- 
spite the faa that 28 billion 
more dgarettes were made in 
the U.S. in 1991 than in 1983 
because of rising dgarette ex- 
ports. 

Farmers and workers are 
suffering hard times because 
tobacco companies ’ are now 
importing more than one-third 
of die tobacco used in U.S.- 
made dgarettes, produdng 
more d^renes overseas and 
automating production to eli- 
minate manufaanring jobs. 
While encouraging American 
‘formers to fight tobacco taxes, 
major tobacco complies are 
teaching growers in other 
countries how to produce 
tobacco for the U.S. market. 


Northeast Somalia 


At peace but seeking better life 


By Bnduzya Mseteka 
Reuter 

ALULA, Somalia — Fifry- 
year-old Mohammad Ahmad 
$>abd sto^ up to welcome 
rare, visitors to this barren vil- 
lage at the tip of the Horn of 
Africa Md entrance to the 
Gulf of Aden. 

He cleared his throat. “We 
need help here." he said. 

"This is a peaceful area. We 
lave organised ourselves poli- 
lifoUy and all we need now is 
material assistance from 
donois and the United Na- 
tions.- 

‘T think it is only fair the 
U.N. and donors reward those 
areas that are peaceful, areas 
'-that are beginning to recon- 
-'stnia themselves, but clearly 
lade the funds to do so on 
their own." 

it wasn't much of a pitch for 
reoney. But peace was about 
all he had in this very remote 
and rugged corner of Somalia. 

'Ihere is a shaip contrast 
h^een the tranquility of this 
dhtria and the banditry and 
fotennitiervt clashes in the 
capital Mogadishu between 
peacekeepers and gun- 
men. or.the looming tension in 
the southern port city of Kis- 
Diayu. 

No gunman or dan fighter is 
10 be seen on the streets in 
Alula, a duster of thatched 
huts and a single, dilapidated 
concrete' building northeast of 
the coastal town of Bossaso. 

The last gunshot fired in the 
area was 18 months ago. resi- 
dents said. 

Alula used to be home to 
some 7.000 fishing fomilies. 
But 90 per cent of the popula- 
tion have fl^ the urea 5ince 
I992.vrhen killing, looting and 
dostruaion swept across Ama- 
lia in a civil war fuelled by 
famine that killed 350.000 
people. 

Mr. Shabel is chairman of 
the newly established Alula 
District Council, one of the 15 

up in- Amalia's vast nonh- 
eubi out of 80 for the whole 
country planned by the U.N. 
operation in Somalia (UN- 
OSOM). 

UNOSO.M wants to resor- 
ts goveimnem in Somalia, 
which has been without one 
^nce rebels toppled President 


MASS 

S T A R V A- 
TION: Somali 
women queue 
for food at a 
^^feeding cen- 
tre** in war- 
ravaged Moga- 
dishu (AFP 
photo) 



Mohammad Siad Barre in 
January 1991. 

But the campaign faces se- 
rious resistance, partly because 
it threatens to wrest power 
from warlords such as General 
Mohammad Abshir Muse, 
head of the regions only milit- 
ary faction. the Somali Salva- 
tion Democratic Front. 

“Districts are a good way of 
reconstructing a country like 

ours, which has over the last 
three years degenerated into 
(he 15th century," said Ali 
Artan Yusuf, a 52-ycaf-old 
businessman. 

Mr. Yusuf, like most Alula 
inhabitants, belongs to the 
Merjerten clan. He fled Moga- 
dishu when warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed’s Habr 
Gcdir clan stormed the capital 
and the slaughter began. 

In the last year .54 ot the KU 
planned councils were formed, 
including only one of the 1.5 

envisaged for Mogadishu. 

The shortfall is due to fight- 


ing between gunmen and the 
25.0U0-sirong U.N. forces and 
opposition by Gen. Aideed 
and some other warlords who 
denounce the councils us tools 
uf U.N. "Coionialisni." 

Under the U.N. plan, dis- 
trict councils should form ru- 
giunal councils and set up a 
central iiuthoriry known .ns the 
Transitional National Council 
by the end of February before 
elections for a new government 
in 199.5. 

Outgoing U.N. Special Rep- 
resentative to Somalia 
Jonathan Howe, n retired U S. 
admiral, admits the road to 
reconsiruL'tion is long and 
bumpy as long as Gen. Aideed 
opposes the U.N. presence. 

"Bui all the same it's en- 
couraging to see areas such as 
Alula leading the way. People 
here see no point in anogonis- 
tic polities and are nuw' ge.iring 
up lo a new life." Mr. Howe 
.said during a tour oi .Alula. 

"The intemational commun- 
iiv will reward arcus that are 


peaceful and ready to rebuild 
their lives. The message to 
(hose who refuse to cooperate 
is that (he international com- 
munity is no longer patient." 

As elsewhere in Somalia, 
everything from roi^ftops to 
water pumps was looted in 
Alula after the Barre govern- 
ment's fall. 

Virtually all families in Alula 
are destitute but they receive 
basic essentials such as cooking 
piXs. plastic buckets and metal 
sheets from aid agencies oper- 
ating in the area. 

But by &>malj standards. 
Alula is a -pcacefui place. 

"It's beautiful and en- 
couraging here, very ditterem 
from the south of the country." 
said Alexu McArthur of the 
Geneva-based MEDAIR. one 
of four foreign nurses helping 
provide some medical care in 
Alula. 

"People here are peaceful 
and keen to get buck to leading 
their normal lives." she said. 


Change for tobacco fanners 
is inevitable. They should pur- 
sue their enlightened self- 
interest in a high health tax on 
tobacco, with a generous por- 
tion earmarked to help tobacco 
formers and their communities 
shift to other sources of incom- 
es. If tobacco companies were 
truly interested in helping for- 
mers and not just securing pro- 
fits, they would agree. 

Even a much higher health 
tax increase of S2 per pack, 
which polls show is supported 
by the vast majority of the 

Amencan public, including 
two-thirds of tobacco state vo- 
ters. could be one of the tobac- 
co formers and the south — not 
to menition the rest of the 
country. , 


Tbe writer, a ibnner pres- 

ideDt, is cfrafrniaa of Ibe Carter 
Ceatreia AtimtM. Tbeartidels 
reprinted bom die JiemsalefD 
fSosL 


Hizbollah 


Weighing the option^ 


By Nadnn t 
Renter 

HBSHEET. Lebanon — 
Prospects of peace in the 
Mid^ East are forcing even 
the most radical Muslim fun- 
damentalists in the front line 
against Israel to consider 
what once was unthinkable: 
laying down their arms. 

The pro-Iranian HizboUah 
(Party of God), whose fight- 
ers attack Israeli troops in 
south Lebanon almost every 
week, has been grappling for 
sever^ months now with the 
issue of what to do if Leba- 
non and Israel sign a peace 
treaty. 

A senior pro-Iranian 
source in Beirut says the 
group has come up with a 
plan “to face the consequ- 
ences of such a peace if and 
when it haj^tts." 

He said FCzbollah would 
disband its 5,(XX)-strong milit- 
ary wing, the Islamic Retist- 
ance, once the last Israeli 
soldier withdrew from south 
Lebanon. 

But it will maintain its poli- 
tical, social and security 
organs and resist any 
attempts to nonnafise ties 
wnth Israel. 

The source did not elabo- 
rate, but Lebanese security 
scHJFces believe ICzboUah’s 
security organs could qrear- 
, head attempts to prevent any 
' trade or economic dealings 
with Israel. 

In the past the security 
organs have carried out 
suicide bomb attacks and 
assassinations against Israeli 
and Western targets in 
Lebanon. 

The group is also believed 
to be the umbrella organisa- 
tion for hostage takers who 
node Lebanon a no-go zone for 
Westerners in the 1980s- It 
denies links with the hostage- 
takers. 

“Our struggle has two 
fronts: preventing recogni- 
tion of Israel and (prevent- 
ing) normalisation of ties 
witii it,” another senior pro- 
Iranian source in Beirut said. 

“We are bound to lose the 
battle or recognition when 
and if the governments sign 
peace treaties with Israel. 
But in the war of normalisa- 



H lzfaollah leader Sheikh Hassan NasraBah: The resistance will eo 
on (AFP) 


tion, we have several means 
to stop the Arab peoples 
from accepting the concept ol 
ties with IsTael,” he smd. 

Israel and the United 
States want the Lebanese 
army to disarm Hizbollah be- 
fore any Israeli withdrawal 
from a self-styled security 
zone in south Lebanon. 

Bnt the Lebanese govern- 
ment says resistance to the 
occupation is legitimate and 
vows not to curb HizboUah, 
the only Lebanese militia that 
stiU has arms, before Israel 
sets a timeiable for its 
puUout. 

The guerrillas say they wUl 
keep tb^ fingers on the trig- 
' ger until every Israeli soldier 
has left. 

“We don’t trust them, we 
will not take their word and 
stop our attacks only on 
prmaises,'* said a Hizbollah 
military commander identi- 
fied only as Haj j , interviewed 
by Reuters at his modest 
house in the southern village 
of Jlbsheet. 

“We will stop only when 
we see they ail left," said 
Hajj, who according to col- 
leagues has taken part in 40 
attacks on Israeli troops. 


Hizbollah maintains its 
guerriUa bases in the south 
and has a large pan of its 
popular suppon there. After 
mounting thousands of 
attacks since 1983 on Israeli 
and allied forces its fighters 
are still learning bow to deal 
with prospea of peace. 

“Once the Israeli occupa- 
tion of south Lebanon ends 
we know we will have to put 
down our arms as our im- 
mediate goal would have 
been achieved,” Hajj said. 

“We don't want to he dreg- 
gy into any confrontation 
with the Lebanese army 
when and if Israel with- 
draws.” he said. 

“The army wonld then 
want to take over security 
and we will not try to stop it,” 
another ^erriUa explained 
as a sonic boom from an 
Israeli jet shook the viUage. 

The Islamic resistaoce has 
grown into a formidable force 
in recent years. pulUng off 
several successful attacks 
against the security zone. 

A seiHor Western diplomat 
in Beirut said HiriJoUah was 
“very effective and is a force 
to be reckoned with." 
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German markets disappointed 
Bundesbank rate cut 


' FRANKFURT (R) — German 
share and bond markets 
weakened Friday as investors 
reacted with disappointment to 
what was seen as only a half- 
■ hearted interest rate cut by the 
Bundesbank Thursday. 

After an initially huge rally 
.-in the wake of the Bundes- 
bank's half-point cut in the 
' discount rate to 5.25 per cent, 
both bond and share prices 
failed to recover after falling 
- sharply on Thursday after- 
noon. 

Although the German move 
triggered off a round of in- 
terest rate cuts throughout 
Europe, domestic markets felt 
cheat^ because the powerful 
German central bank had on'* 
-pnved the way for a genert. 

. ^ dedine in interest rates some- 
in the future. 

*'^e Bundesbank's most im- 
^ portant interest rate — its 
V.s^rities repurchase rate — 
held steady at six per cent 
^ Thursday, the level which 
. hks prevailed since early De- 


cember. 

The Bundesbank controls 
short-term money market rates 
via this “repo" rate, the price 
at which it offers funds to the 
banking system in weekly ten- 
ders for cash. 

Nigel Longley, an institu- 
tional adviser at Commerz- 
bank,. said, “the market was 
disconcerted by the fact that 
the repo rate was not cut. It 
was interpreted as not a strong 
cut." 

On the Frankfurt Bourse the 
30-share DAX index closed at 
2,151.97, up 1.09 per cent or 
23.25 points from the previous 
floor trade close, before the 
Bundesbank cut the discount 
rate. 

But it was down 10.32 points 
from Thursday's post-bourse 
finishing level. 

There was a similar reaction 

1 the bond market, which had 
dramatic initial gains after 
the discount move and just as 
dramatic fells in late Thursday 
trade. 


Despite the cautious market 
n action to the Bundesbank 
n«ove. the European Commis- 
sion welcomed the steps taken 
by other European nations to 
match the Germans. 

“We don't really have a dec- 
laration (on rate cuts), but 
obviously are very satisfied 
with the downward move- 
ment." a spokesman for Eco- 
nomic Affairs Commissioner 
Henning Christophersen smd. 

On Friday, the Danish cen- 
tral bank cut its discount and 
key deposit rate to 5.50 per 
cent from 5.75 per cent. 

Sweden cut its key margina] 
rate to 7.25 from 7.50 per cent, 
the Bank of Finland's money 
market tender rate fell to 4.75 
from 4.95 per cent and the 
Bank of Spain reduced its daily 
intervention rate by about 0.25 
to around 8.55 per cent. 

Austria, the Netheriands, 
Belgium and Italy had moved 
already on Thursday. But 
French interest rates held 
steady. 


Arab states seek 
to cut pollution 
from cement plants 


European producer cuts 
keep aluminium ball rollinc| 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
states are seeking to cut pollu- 
tion from their cement plans, 
amid growing concern in a 
region where environment^ 
Hamage is among the worst in 
the world. 

officials from the 21-member 
Arab League will meet in 
Riy^ in April to discuss up- 
grading efficient and intro- 
ducing technology at their ce- 
ment facilities to reduce pollu- 
tion, their cement union has 
said. 

The April 25-27 talks will 
cover “environmental prob- 
lems resulting frxrni the cement 
industry... and identi^ing 
methods of developing ted>- 
Dological fedlities to cut pollu- 
tion," the Damascus-based ui>- 
ion said in a report obtained 
here. 

The conference, the first of 
its kind in the Arab World, will 
bring together Arab nment 
prodoceis. Arab and foreign 
environmental offidals and ex- 


perts, and world producers of 
anti-pollutioD equipment. 

Cement is among the main 
industries in Arab countries . 

Latest flares showed Arab 
states produced around 66 mil- 
lion tonnes of cement in 1991. 
of which around a third axe 
produced by the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCQ. 

Egypt is the top cement pro- 
ducer in the Arab World, with 
output stancfing at more than 
13 million tonnes in 1991. 

The Riyadh conference com- 
es amidst growing environmen- 
tal concerns in the Gulf and 
other Arab countries due to 
hi^ pollution levels from car 
e:£austs, madequate waste dis- 
posal, desertification and per- 
sistent oil leakage. 

The Gulf is among the 
world's most polluted regions 
due to a rapid growth in indus- 
tries and the leakage of more 
than one million barrels of 
crude into the water every year. 


LONDON (R) ~ Aluminium 
prices surged to 18-month 
highs Friday as traders took 
heart from fresh promises to 
cut production which suggest 
that a global agreement to re- 
duce the flood of metal into the 
market really could work. 

Price on tiie London Metal 
Exchange (LME) have risen 
almost 20 per cent since Janu- 
ary. On Friday tiie metal was 
worth $1,331 a tonne, a rise of 
$17 and the highest since Au- 
gust 1992. 

The rise buoyed the rest of 
the industrial metals on the 
UdE though those prices later 
edged off a little. 

Last month in Brussels ma- 
jor Weaern and Russian pro- 
ducers agreed cuts were essen- 
tial to bring the world's alumi- 
nium surplus under control. 

Three European smelters 
this week announced ahuni- 
nium production cuts totalling 
93,000 tonnes a year, and Rus- 
dan offidal insiAed they would 
uphold their end of the bar- 


Yen strength could intensify, reach 95 to the dollar 


- >Thxs report is submitted by Naser Nabulsi, private dient 
"group, Merrill Lynch-Dubai 

Overview 

... Fundamental view: An impasse between the U.S. and Japan 
■T-over trade issues has led to a sharp suige in the yen in recent 
' • days. With the yen now trading at the JPY/USD 104 level, the 
Japanese unit has already appreciated beyond our previous 
' ' 12-month target level of JPYAjSD 105. After having moved so 

>. _ fer. so fast, we would not be surprised to see the yen pull back 

A", a bit in coming months if the U.S. and Japan make some 
' : progress on easing trade frictions. 

But prospects for large current account surpluses to persist 
V .;. suggest that yen strength will continue and perhaps intensify 
"over the coming year. We have moved our 6-month target for 
‘ .i the yen to JPY/USD 100 and our 12-month target to JPY/USD 
95. We continue to look for the dollar to strengthen agaJnst 
:<) -r; ..European currencies over the coming year as European 
>- rinterest rates dedine, and look for the dollar to trade at the 
by tbis time next year. 

Technical view; Overall, the week ended Feb. 11 was 
" uneventful for the U.S. dollar. This is refleaed by the feet that 
f''_']^1he greenback rallied agains three of the six major currendes 
' '~“*tfaat we most regularly discuss and by the feet ^at the dollar 
index fell a modest 0.10 per cent for the week. However, the 
- — weakness of the past two days was both eventful and in line 
with medium term momentum osdllators which have had a 
downward bias for some tinie^ It....^ouM noted that 
sentiment has 6ei^^terioraii^- oru^ . 

p<^ite the fact^snit we siili think that thi; greenback ui 
positioning itself for a strong rally over the longer term, these 
. ..^conflicts — together with the presence of important resistance 
'^'■-at 97.50-98.00 — suggest that the index itself may not have a 
. sustainable move in dtfaer direction until the conflicts are 
! resolved. The dollar's movements against individual curren' 
des, therefore, should be monitored more closely than the 
index. Nearby support is just above 94.00, with benchmaric 
support at 90.29. 

■ ‘iy 

Japanese yoi 

; Fundamental view: An extraordinarily rapid rise of the yen 
I -in recent days to the JPY/USD 101.3 level was triggered by an 
\ impasse in U.S.-Japan trade talks that came to a head on Feb. 
\ 11 when President Clinton met Prime Minister Hosokawa. 

; With the U.S. now threatening trade sanctions, market 
partidpants appear to have concluded that a stronger yen is 
i warranted as well, even though there is little eridence that the 
! U.S. is deliberately talking up the yen. The yen is likely to 
remain highly sensitive to U.S.-Japan political tensions in 
coming weeks. Trade concessions by the Japanese could lead 
to a pullback in the yen. while lack of progress in boosting 
imports would like a stronger yen to restrain Japanese exports. 
^ The recent rise of the yen could also push the Bank of Japan to 


THE BEHER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


There are many ways to put the 
sparks back. Try kissing with 
flint in your mouth." 




Unscumble these lour Jumbles. 
' ooB letter lo each square, to form 
ioui ordinary words. 


ROJEK 


SOMEO 


BISMUT 


CLUDED 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hinil Arnold ind Mike Arglrlon 


Now arrange (he circled letters to 
form the surprse answer, as sug- 
gosteJ by the above cartoon. 


a 0.50 per cent or 0.75 per cent cut in the discount rate, which 
we expect will be ne^d in any case in coming weeks. 

Although trade tensions have served as the catalyst for the 
latest move in the yen. we have argued for some time that 
perdstent current account surpluses would bring renewed 
upward pressure on the yen. Even if Japan agrees to some 
market access measures for U.S. companies, we still expea it 
to post a current account surplus of nearly $120 billion this 
year. That should help the yen to continue to trade in the 
JPY/USD 100-to-l 10 range for most of this year and we expea 
it to readi a level as hi^ as JPY/USD 95 by this time next 
year. 

Tecfanical view: The Japanese yen gained 1.4 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar last week, and — for the third week in a 
row — was the strongest curreDcy of the six we most regularly 
monitor. Further strength this week has carried the currency 
through to test the August high near 1017/U.S.S. Medium 
term momentum is constructive, sentiment indicators are still 
only neutral, and we have been of the view that the 
August-January correction has given way to a resumption of 
the underlying long term uptrend. This recent strength 
substantiates diat latter point and implies a yen high near 101 
in coming weeks. Benchmark su^^rt remains 113-114, with 
intervening support in the neighteurhood of 110-111. 

Dcotschemark 

Fundamental view: The dollar has pulled back frcrni the 
DM/USD 1.75 level to the DM/USD 1.72 level in sympathy 
with its selloff gainst the yen. Despite the recent 25 t»sis 
point hike in the Fed funds'rate in the U.S,, the Bundesbank's 
delay in easing monetary policy has helped support the 
Deutscheroark at a time Triien U.S.-Japan trade frictions have 
raised questions about U.S. exchange rate policy. We do not 
expea a cut in German interest rates until the Mardi 3 or 
March 17 council meetings in light of recent data on M3 money 
growth showing money growth well above tbe Bundesbank's 
target range of 4.5 per cent to 6.5 per cent. Still, the outlook 
for inflation to moderate further k»ks excellent, especially if 
tbe recent wage agreement in the chemical seaor sets a 
pattern for other settlements. The chemical agreement 
granted an effective increase of only 1.5 per cent German 
industrial production fell by 2. 1 per cent in November to a new 
cyclical low, suggesting that the economy is faltering a^n 
after two positive quarters in 1993. The west GermM economy 
contraaed 1.9 per cent in 1993, the sharpest decline in output 
since the World War II. 

We continue to look for German 3-month money rates to 
fell to 4.0 per cent or less by the end of this year compared 
with 5.80 per cent currently. We maintain our 12-month target 
of DM/USD 1.85, and expea the dollar to reach the DM/USD 
1.80 level in 3 months. 

Technical view: The Deutschemark rallied 0.6 per cent 
venus the U.S. dollar duriiig the week ended Feb. 11. 
Medium term sentiment readings are near oversold and, while 


short term momentum has been deteriorating recently, 
medium term osdllators appear to have bottomed. All of this 
suggests that the current is still engaged in a medium term 
bottoming process. Inde^, it would likely require weakness 
through the 1.79 DM/U.S.S area to negate the strengthening 
momentum environment. 

Thus, even though the dominant long term trend remains 
down, we continue to believe that the immediate pressures in 
coming weeks should be to the upside. Nearby resistance is 
1.73, them 1.68-1.69. The mark/yen cross has moved below 60, 
thereby making new multi-month lows. While momentum is 
oversold, the cross will have to move back up throu^ the 
62.50 over the next few weeks to revetse medium term 
momentum from down to up. In an environment where botii 
individual currendes are expected to rally versus the U.§. 
dollar, 60 remains important support and resstance in the 
6S.S0-66.S0 range will be monitored for a potentially impor- 
tant breakout. 

POimd Steriiiig 

Fundamental view: The British pound rose to U.S.S/GBP 
1.48 as the dollar plunged against the yen. But the pound fell 
to DM/GBP 2.S5 due to expectations of another near-term 
U.K. base rate cut coupled with increasing pessimism on an 
eaiiy German interest rate cut. Economic indicators released 
this week all point to a slowing economy: Unemployment 
showed an unexpeaed rise in January, industrial production in 
December was disappointing, and inflation was below ex- ; 
peefetibhs. - 

We continue to expm a’25 basis poinf U.K. race cut in the 
second quarter to of^t tbe impaa of substantial tax increases 
on April 1. But we believe this vrill be the last ait in this cycle. 
By contrast, we expea short-term German rates to fall by 175 
basis points in 12 months, pushing the pound up to DM/GBP 
2.70. We expea the pound to depredate to U.S.S/GBP 1.46 in 
12 months. The Fed is likely to “snug" short-term rates by 25 
basis points or more times this year as the U,S, economy 
maintains a healthy momentum. 

Technical view: The British pound fell 0.6 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar l^t week and. for the second week in a row. 
was the weakest of the six major currendes we most regularly 
monitor. This resulted in a test of the low end of the 
eight-month long trading range. Sentiment is neutral-to- 
oversold, but has been deteriorating. Short term momentum is 
weak and medium term osdllators now appear to be under 
pressure as well. 

As a result, a dedsive breakdown from the trading range 
(1.46 U.S.S/:) would allow for at least a test of the 1993 low 
near $1.43 and pK>S5ibly long term support at S1.40-$1.42. 
Along with sterling’s weakness against the U.S. dollar, the 
DM cross-rate also moved lower last week to below 2.57. 
Since momentum remains weak, the probability of a test of 
2.S3-2.SS has increased. 
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gain. 

“I was sceptical (about the 
plan) until recently. It now 
depends on Russia," said Neil 
Buxton at Metal Bulletin Re- 
seardi. ' 

The li^itweight metal is in- 
creasing poplar in industry 
where it is u^ to make any- 
thing from cars to drink cans. 
But a global recession and 
surging ‘exports from Russia, 
which saw its domestic maricet 
collapse along with the Soviet 
Union, led to' a fest rise in 
stocks, ^mated by one trader 
at dose to six months' con- 
sumption- needs. 

The lat^ announcements 
have helped calm an axudous 
market which was hearing 


promises of cuts from several 
countries blit little action .in 
West Europe which had initial- 
ly pledged to take 300,000 
tonnes out of the mark^ 
West's cuts now total around 
‘^7,000 tonnes Miile Rnssia 
has said its cuts already mp 

100.000 and should be iq> to 

300.000 by tbe end of A|»fl. 
“If tbe West cuts output by 

one m&lion tonnes and Russia • 
cuts exports by 250,000 tonnes, 
it would put tbe marka ba-- 
lance in a 400,00(^toiine deficit 
this year," Mr. Buxton sakL' 
That would still not be 
enou^ to reduce stodcs,‘w!iicfa 
in LME warehouses alone 
s tfmrf at over 2.5 million ton- 


Gold price drops 


LONDON (R) — Gold slid 
Friday to its lowest level in 
three rreeks as investment 
fends 'in tbe United States de- 
ddied to. sell, bullion traders 
sai^ 

The fell started on New 
York's comex market, spread- 
ing to London, where gold was 
fixed, in the afternoon at 
^79.90 an ounce, a drop of 
nearly $6 from the previous 
day’s do^. 

It later slipped to around 
$378. 

“It wasa «dK>le different ball 
game ' when the fends came 
in,'* one dealer said, adding 
that there seemed no single 
piece of news to trigger the 


selling. 

Dealers said gold had looked' 
vulnerable to correction tins 
week, having failed to dimb 
above $387. Tbe irext support 
level for die market was ex- 
pected to be around $375. 

Some dealers said there now 
seemi^ to be less chance of air 
strikes in Bosnia and this mi^t 
have removed the incentive for* 
precautionary buying of gold 
ahead of the weekend. Gold 
had traditionaliy been a safe 
haven for ^ds at times of 
crisis. 

“The removal of that threat 
may have pushed forward a 
couple of days what was gc^ 
to happen anyway," one raid. 
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FORECAST FOR SATUROhY FEBRUARY 19, 1994 

By Thomas S Pterson. Asiroioger Carroll Righter Foundahort 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: “»• 

Unuikuul und hcnciViat cktndi- LIBRA: (Sepiembcr23toOctch 
tion& arc in the olTcrinti earl> hts ber 22) Find the right outlet.. 
Lneningjiiw he >ure to ial 4 ^n^>^nffllbellgh wh|chs4B.expres« you^.- 
iu(j;e^)I?ffiQn and have auijthi on self m the future, hiit maklt ' 
the J Avoid uni''»'mn#R<w^tdflafrt you get right information 


maker and don't jeoptirilLM; any 
asMt 

AiUES; (March 2l to April W) 
You have to be paniculuriy care- 
ful in motion. Arrange \our 
Transportation more inielligenth 
and you travel with greater euse 
and ^ed in the future. 

TAURUS: (April 2(1 u-> May 2D) 
You feel like coinc on u spending 
spree because you are worried, 
hut this is the v.orldly and part of 
your thinking. si> think ohjeeiivc- 
iy Instead. 

GEMINI; (May 21 U) June 21) 
Take care you do not make 
unkind remarks lo others siiiipiv 
because you are uorrieJ .ihoui 
something. Add to present gnnd 
tviil you now enjoy instead. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) If you think others have 
slighted or annoyed you. su\ 
nothing and return in kind in- 
stead of complaining. Finish bor- 
ing tasks and you have more lime 
for pleasurable ihings later. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) l'r\ 
not to argue with a giH>d frienil 
luduy jusi because you are Irus- 
irated. Find some l-veitcr wav to 
gci ahead MKially. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Seplcm- 
ber 22) Be careful you d«> not 
jeopardise your got>d name in 
any «ay either in business or in 
personal life . See that vuur credit 


Tirsi: Follow those who are clever - 
and can be trusted. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) It might be best 
not to express certain views you - 
have though yxiu know them to 
be right. Wait for a better time. 
Do more studying in the mean- 
time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Get that data 
you have neglected from associ- 
ates so that your joint projects 
run more smoothly instead of . 
being critical of them. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be enthusiastic ab- 
out doing the tasks that are 
ahead of you and keep out of. 
trouble you could otherwise get 
into. Be a clever, dynamic per-* ' 

SQQ- 

AQUARIUS: (Junuarv 21 to ' 
February 19) You are 'verv- anr 
xious to have a good time bui 
make sure it is not so terrihiv : 
expensive to make you sad later.' 
Do not associate wi'th undepend- 
able persons or you win rcarcc it 
later. 

PISCES: (Fehruarv 20 to Mardt 
20) Have more faith in how kin - 
arc handling home affairs instead 
of thinking you can do much 
better on your own. Be sure to 
clear the. way of anything that 
stands in the way of your 
advancement. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Keyieiter 

5 Actress Berger 
lOatyontne 

Jumrta 

14 Footnote abbr. 
iSOniied 
16 "The Red" 

IT Money 

19 McEniire of 
music 

20 LOMer decks ol 
ships 

21 Most batting 

23 Oklahoma aty 

24 Horae of a 
certain color 

25 Ainean capital 
29 Chapeau type 
32TrMpoe^ 

angers 

33 AHoy el le^ and 
tm 

35 Compass letters 
36Pemtedareh 

37 Musical count 

38 City m France 

39 West 

40 Apportioned 
4T —man cembei 
42 Tempers 

44 Ralph WaiOo — 

46 Nnibus 

47 Break a fast 

48 Peroration 

5l SenM ol taste 
54 Gary or Moss 
55Uwn 

58 River in France 

59 Pomma de — . 

60 Came to earth 

61 Outdated 
acronym 

62 Proprl^ 

63 Strong longings 

DOWN 

1 Gigontie 

2 River el Spam 
3Siadiuinrow 
4 Australian Crty 

6 BdOtv normal 
6Mamorable 

periods 

7 Network leners 

8 Capture 
Sukaagoose 



. «* nqras Raur«M 


10 Antenna 

1 1 Side dish 

12 Meat entree 
13"— may look on 

,B (ung ' 

(8 Prott^ances 
22 Pan 

25 Large snake 

36 Recoverable 
goods ihroywi 
overboard 

27 Nov«es 

26 ERA and RBI 
39.Satl-rBsp^ 
30.— a customer 
31 Gaseous 

e to m e m 
34 Native; sulf. 

37 Be a memtMr el 
36 Trenspori . 

40 Bamako's land 
4t Repasts 
43Chureh festival 
45 More ornery 

48 — En-lal 

49 — Poraena 
SOincreaaed 


Y8stetdBY*8 PozzIb Solved 


Qnna nono tnnnn 

nnnn QCJOnn 

nnran 22^^ DOnQQ 

□Br|ni3 nnn 

r-.—- -UiUHnii] □□nnnn 

gnnnnnnonH'^nnnn 

nnno nnnn 

nnran° unnr 

Mnnn nnina nnnn 


5t Genot ' 

52 Yam 

53 Hibernia 


56 Sea eagle 
67 The Shake! 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — FoUowing are the taying 
leading world currencies and gold 

on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of goU 


1J394/04 . 

1.7188/98 

1.9290/00 

1.4S10/20 

35.40/44 

5.8480/30 

1674J/5.8 

104.63/73 

7.9532/32 

7.4325/75 

6.7130/80 

$1.4780/90 

S3SZ.QQ/382.4Q 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Duidi guilders 
Swiss francs • 
Belgian francs 
Frend ftancs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
5wedidi crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
DaniA crowns 


Foreign investors enter Amman Financial Market 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AM^^N — The government 
has given approval for more 
than a dozen European and 
American firms to deal in 
Jordanian stocks, and some of 
the companies have already 
started trading on the Amman 
Finandal Market (AFM) floor, 
officials said brolwrs said Fri- 
day. 

**SoiTC IS ciMnpanies have 
been gjven offidid approval to 
enter the AFM with a total 
investment of between JD 55 
million and JD 60 million.'* 
said an offidal, who preferred 
anonymity. 

The companies include Leh- 
man Brothers of Britain and 
Gtioorp of the United States. 
Lehman Brothers itself has 
said that it was planning to 
commit up to $25 million into 
the AFM. 

The offidal said: “Some of 
the companies have already 
come in a light way with li- 
mited commitment since early 
this month, and it will be some 
time before th^ commit large 
amounts." 


assets, management and per- 
formance over the years before 
committing funds," said the 
broker, adding that such an 
approa<± compares with local 
investors who often tend to 
react to short-term develop- 
ments and middlemen's 
advice. 


most cases, such quotas go up 
to :(*■ much as 49 per cent. 


The foreign interest in 


However, the very fact that 
foreign investors are taking an 
active interest in entering the 
AFM evidences the vibrancy of 
the local bourse, which, de- 
S{»te relatively small turnov- 
er, is assuming the reputation 
as one of the most open in the 
Middle East, following by its 
counterparts in Tunisia and 
Cairo. 

Regulations permit free 
transfer of earnings outside the 
country and foreign investors 
are free to deal the way they 
find it but short of take-over 
bids. 


“But large commitments are 
definitely coming, and this is 
going to have a major mflu- 
ence on AFM trading,” added 
the official. 

Brokers confirmed the 
account and s^d it was too 
early to judge the impact of the 
injection of new funds into the 
Al^, which lists nearly 115 
companies with a total market 
value equity of JD 3.5 billion. 

"The foreign companies, 
working through local counter- 
parts, are feeling their way 
around," said a broker, who, 
in line with standing AFM reg- 
lUations, spoke in exchange for 
anonymity. "It will be some 
time before one could see the 
direa effects of fresh foreign 
money entering the market." 

In general, foreign investors 
were describe, are more thor- 
ODgh than local speculators. 
"They will go through a dose 
scrutiny of companies, in terms 
of balance sheet, profitability. 


Government regulations as 
well os conditions laid down by 
companies listed at the AFM 
are designed to preempt a fore- 
ign investor acquiring control- 
ing interest. 

For instance, a foreign inves- 
tor could buy ^ares first hand 
only after approval by the 
AFM as well as the concerned 
company, which may set its 
own “quota" for foreign capit- 
al. 


In the case of shares already 
in the market, foreign inves- 
tors are limited to buying them 
freely only if they are already 
in the possession of another 
foreign investor. They could 
buy shares from Arab or 
Jordanian investors only with a 
prior, case-by-case approval 
from the market authorities 
and the company concerned. 

This arrangement means an 
effective controlling and moni- 
toring mechanism for the AFM 
as well as the company itself to 
ensure that controlling interest 
does not fall into the hands of 
foreign investors. 

Arab investors can trade 
finely in the market, but again 
under the quota ceilings set by 
the concerned companies. In 


Jordanian stocks was also 
boosted by the prepress in the 
Arab-Israeli peace process, 
economists say. 

“There is a feeling among 
foreign investors that this time 
the peace process is serious 
and for real,” said a senior 
banking official. “They believe 
that the Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions have turned the point of 
no return, and die immediate 
effea of this is reduced fears of 
instability and insecurity in the 
region." 

Furthermore, the banker 
said, “the recent relaxation in 
regulations over foreign ex- 
change transfers have also con- 
tributed to increasing investor 
confidence in the Jordanian 
economy." 

The JD 968 million turnover 
at the AFM in 1993 was a 
record when compared mth 
the total market-value of the 
shares in the market. 

The Tel Aviv bourse boasts 
of a daily turnover of $130 
million (around JD 90 million). 

Meanwhile, figures released 
by the AFM showed that 
weekly volume continued a 
downward trend in what brok- 
ers described as a temporary 
lull resulting from a combina- 
tion of factors. 

Shares worth J D 1 1 .3 million 
changed hands during the 
week ended Thursday, com- 
pared with JD 13.6 million in 
the previous week. 

The banking sector con- 
tinued to dominate the trading, 
accounting for 52. 1 per cent of 
the volume, followed by the 
industries with 33 per cent, the 
services sector with 14.7 per 
cent and insurance companies 
with 0.2 per cent. 

Brokers noted that trading 
during the week ending Feb. 9 
declined 32 per cent as a result 
of security fears triggered by 
the Jan. 26 and Feb. 2 blasts at 
two cinema theatres and re- 
ports of other subversive plots. 

“Those who stayed away 
during that week have mostly 





•* .yj .. . M i 

t . . _ . V 





Scenes demonstrate some of tbe daily activities 
that take place at the Amman Financial Market 


where brokers are busy working oat best prices 
for th^ clients (Photo by .Ansley Floyd) 










come back, particularly after 
reassuring remarks by officials, 
but then the Holy Month of 
Ramadan started," said one 
broker. “During Ramadan, 
trading tends to decline since 
many participants believe that 
it is sacrilege to indulge in 


speculation during the 
month.” 


According to the broker, 
trading volume will continue to 
decline through this month and 
next until the last day of Rama- 
dan fasting. 


“1 expea a large turnover at 
the end of Ramadan just be- 
fore ‘Eid Al ntr starts, when 
people would acquire shares 

and ride over the holidays to 
come back and seek profits,” 
said the broker. 



THE PROFESSIOHALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PIACKMG, AIR FREKSH1 
FORWARDING. OOOR-IO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 




KAWARASONS 

EL 604^76 EQ469S 




cs i 


FOR RENT & SALE 


Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished 


For more details call. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/8I0520 
Fax: 810520 


THE 


RESZWRANT 



Simply, The Best 




Bookings 

6I3?72/630S71 

Value in Amman .bbal Amman 

2DdCirck ^ 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS • 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 


EASTERN SERVICES 


OFRCIAL OANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77R TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


FOR YOUR 

J'tw S • V * ** * 

Adveitiseinent 


in 


J' . 


C JOI^n \ ' ; 

Timiss 


Cheers Cafe' 

OPEN IN WMADAN 
6:00 FM - V. Lote 


Call tel: 




Andaliufian 

Iftar 

or a la carte dinner 

Jabal Amman 3rd circle 


667171 exf.223 


j? i^taurant 

^Sirtistic ^mBiance 


Valentino 

Trestauhaiit 
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CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
MongollaQ Barbtquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 
Oi-'en daily 12:00 

p.m . 

6:30 - Midnight y 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


,^ifc.*ii jiiiir 

‘ 120 

A u I n e ni i c 
Chinese dishes, 
from afl great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ol China. 

Prepared by aor 
Chilli' ir AeD 
Open daily tor 
lunch & dinner 
TMe any w nieB 
Jab^ Al Hussen 
Mnistry d Trade 
& jndusiri^ Rd 

TCvam 


Em 

iVTTt.-CCimV|>-Ul 
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The BestLv 
I^■DU^ CL'ISIM. 



■J E S T A L » 


OpevFor Li vf-K & Div'-'CR 
Forr«*«nrEtJonicall 141351 


5ZEGHWAN EARBENi 
EHINESE RE5TAQRANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 



[ c^CTf/Jp-JUnaeai-ififacSi | 

Take aevay is avaf/able 


Snar AI-AraO Street 
Um Uhanah Conrnerdal Centre 

TeL: B61174 

IS- Cnee Tasked Ahwags Lcvedjd 

Sr 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

Circle J3t33i Amman near^ 

Ah!>v\,ah Girls School 

Taka awraj It wnirahla ~~ 
Open daily > 

5:00 - 11:30 p.m. 

TeL 638968 


STUDIO HAIG 


Frofossionat Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


* JUMBO photo 
sS*e 30% iargmt 

* Free eniargo^ 
aoent 20 x 30 em 


Shmeisani - 0pp. Grindlays 
Bank. PhotK; 604042 
Swefieh tek 823891 


The Hnt data Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kllchenetle bi every rooiiLJ 
"Satellite T.V. Reckon” 


IIAItOTEL 


Arnnan - Tel. 668193 
P-O-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 OAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expetrlatet and 
Businessmen 



lARA SALON ANO 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 
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World News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, »H 



Seoul: North- South dialogue must 
come before N. Korea- U.S, talks 


SEOUL (AFP) — South Ko- 
rean PrcMdent Kim Young- 
Sam sent a letter to U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton Friday, stres- 
»ng that an exchange of en- 
voys between the two Koreas 
must come before any new 
round of high-level talks be- 
tvyeen Washington and Pyon- 
gyang. news reports said. 

The reports said Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo. cur- 
rently in Washington, had 
been charged with delivering 
the ietier to Mr. Clinton before 
he returns to Seoul Friday. 

"While stating that the 
Seoul- Washington agree- 
ment... calls for a “thorough 
and broad" approach... Presi- 
dent Kim is said to have reiter- 
ated that the two Korea's must 
exchange special envoys before 
the next North Korea-U.S. 
meeting." the narional Yonhap 
News Agency said. 

Speaking to Korean repor- 
ters in Washington Friday. Mr. 
Han clarified however that 
announcement of the date of a 
third round of Washingron- 
Pyongyang talks could take 
place before the South-North 
envoy exchange, but only after 
inspections of the North's sus- 


pect nuclear sites be^ns. 

International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency (IAEA) inspectors 
are expected to travel to North 
Korea within the coming week, 
after Tuesday’s agreement by 
Pyongyang to accept inspec- 
tions of its declared nuclear 
sites. 

That agreement withheld 
commitment on investigations 
into two facilities which Pyon- 
gyang says are non-nuclear, 
but which Western and South 
Korean experts believe are 
used for processing and storing 
wea pons-grade plutonium. 

“With regard to the issue of 
the deployment of Patriots 
.(missiles at U.S. bases in South 
Korea), the United States and 
South Korea have agreed not 
to discuss the issue until the 
IAEA board meeting is con- 
vened.” Mr. Han told repor- 
ters. 

Asked whether there was 
any difference in opinion be- 
tween Washington and Seoul 
over the deployment of the 
missile batteries, he said no 
decision had been made and it 
was not known whether 
General Gary E. Luck, com- 
mander of the 36.000 U.S. 


forces in Korea, would repeat 
his request for them. 

Nor. he added, was it yet 
clear whether such a request 
would be in accordance with 
South Korea's assessment of 
military needs. 

“The situation now is not 
much different from a year ago 
— but then the situation was 
getting worse, and now there is 
progress,” Mr. Han said when 
ask^ what difference there 
was between now and last 
March when Pyongyang first 
threatened to withdraw from 
the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty (NPT). 

That threat drew Washing- 
ton into talks with Pyongyang, 
with which it has technically 
been at war since the 1950s, 
and led to North Korea return- 
ing to negotiations with the 
I^A on Jan. 7. 

Both Washington and Seoul 
have said that a decision on the 
holding of the annual joint 
South Korean-U.S. military 
exercise Team Spirit, tradi- 
tionally staged in March, is in 
obeyance, though Washington 
has said preparations for it are 
still underway. 

U.S. milit^ spokesman in 


Seoul have said the prepara- 
tions can be called off "at any 
time.” 

'The Team Spirit exercises 
were contingent u|Mn progress 
we would make in resolving 
the nuclear question, and I 
think once the inspections are 
completed the exercises can be 
readjusted,” Mr. Han said in 
an interview on CNN Televi- 
sion. 

Meanwhile, North Korea, 
fighting accusations it is secret- 
ly building nuclear weapons, 
sou^t Friday to turn the tables 
by accusing deadly rival South 
Korea of stockpiling enough 
plutonium to make 370 atomic 
bombs. 

The Foreign Ministry in 
Pyongyang issued a memoran- 
dum catling on the South to 
scrap what the document cal- 
led its nuclear weapons de- 
velopment programme and re- 
move its plutonium stockpile. 

It also demanded that Seoul 
abandon its pressurised heavy 
water (PHWR) reaaor at Wol- 
song, along with multi-purpose 
research reactors and . post- 
irradiation test facilities form- 
ing “an integral centre of the 
plutonium production.” 


S. Africa 
democracy 


to meet 
Monday 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Sou:*'? ' mica’s multi-party 

democracy negotiating fonun 
is to m£ ivfonday to consider 
amendments to the interim 
constitution aimed at averting 
a ’coycoct by conservatives (rf 
April's nrst all-race elections. 

ANC Secretary-General 
Cyril Ramaphosa said Friday 
the African National Congress 
and the government had 
agreed to a Monday meeting of 
the forum at the World Trade 
Centre where the interim .con- 
stitution was thrashed out over 
two years. 

“Faxes are being sent out to 
all political parties..^ invita- 
tions will go to all parties that 
were part of the negotiating 
council at one stage or 
another,” he told a news brief- 
ing. 

These would include the 
pro-apartheid Conservative 
Party, the Zulu-based Inkatfaa 
Freedom Party, the Ciskei and 
Bophuthatswana black home- 
Jands and the white Afrikaner 
Volksunie (AVU), all of which 
quit the t^ks ic protest last 
year. 

Mr. Ramaphosa said the 
fortun was expected to discuss 
a constitutional package prop- 
osed by the government and 
the ANC to draw the Freedom 
Alliance of separatist whites 
and autonomy-seeking black 
homeland leaders into the 
April 26-28 elections. 

Inkatha leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi dismissed the prop- 
osals outlined by ANC Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela Wednes- 
day as “cheap politicking.” 

But they have drawn a more 
guarded response from his 
^lies in the right-wing alliance 
who have asked for more de- 
tails. 

Mr. Ramaphosa said the 
ANC was willing to discuss its 
proposals with the Freedom 
Alliance. “We are prepared to 
look at what their response is 
and sit down and see what else 
needs to be done for an aU- 
indusive settlement,” he said. 

He said the stan^g com- 
mittee of parliament was ex-, 
peered to meet next Wednes- 
day, and parliament itself 
would likely reconvene on 
Feb. 28 or Mardi 1 to disa^ 
amendments to the interim 
constitution it passed in De- 
.oember. 

It would also have to amend 
the eleaoraJ act to allow for 
separate ballots for the nation- 
al and provindal legislatures in 
April instead of a single ballot 
and allow more time for parties 
to register. 

Mr. Ramaphosa said the 
J^NC had held a bilateral 
meeting with the government 
Thursday and they were meet- 
ing again Friday to “formalise” 
the package. 

*. The ANC was also meeting 
the right-wing Afrikaner 
People’? Front (AVF) Friday, 
the AV? has demanded a 
Volkstaat — ^ite homeland 
— for Afokaners. 

In a further bid to bring all 
sides into the election, Mr. 
Ramaphosa said the ANC was 
setting up a meeting with Zulu 
King Goodwill Zwelitbini to 
discuss demands made to the 
government earlier this week, 
including a separate Zulu 
state. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gamsakhurdia’s body flown to Chechnya 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The body of former Georgian President 
Zviad Gamsakhurdia. who committed suicide in December, 
was flown to Gronzy — the capital of the Russian Republic of 
Chechnya — Thursday after being exhumed, the agency 
Interfax reported. Earlier his body had been identified in 
Senaki in western Georgia after having been exhumed from a 
grave in the courtyard of a house in the village of Jikhaskari. 
close to Zugdidi. Representatives from Lithuania, Georgia. 
Chechnya and Ingushetia attended the identification, re- 
quested by the family, which was carried out by three 
Georgian doctors. ITAR-TASS said. Mr. Gamsakhurdia 
committed suicide on Dec. 31 . but his wife. Manana, still lives 
in Gronzy. the Chechen capital. There have been conflicting 
reports on Mr. Gamsakhurdia's death, and where he was 
buried. He was a personal friend of Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, and became Georgia's first 
democraticaliy-elected president in May 1991. winning 87 per 
cent of the vote . He killed himself after the failure of an armed 
uprising by supporters known as Zviadists in western Georgia 
against Georgian leader Eduard Shevardnadze. 


Nepalese premier asked to resign 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — Prime* Minister Girija Prasad 
Koirala has been asked by the head of his party to step down 
as Nepal's prime minister, a highly placed source in his Nepali 
Congress (NC) Party said Friday. The NC Party President 
Krishna Prasad Bhanarai had advised Nfr. Koirala to resign . 
from office following days of' jp'rotests against the prime 
minister over his handling of recent by-elections, the source 
said. If Mr. Koirala does not resign by Sunday, a party 
committee will take disciplinary action which would automati- 
cally lead to his expulsion from the party. -it added. 


Indonesia quake death toll hits 186 


LIWA. Indonesia (AFP) — The death toll from a strong 
earthquake that shook the south Sumatra province of Lam- 
pung early Wednesday has risen to 186 people, with more than 
2.0(W injured, according to the relief centre here. Statistics on 
the relief centre board show 186 dead and 2,389 others 
injured. 1.016 seriously. The powerful quake also damaged 
5.109 houses. 109 schools. 1 1 1 buildings of worship. 19 district 
health centres, destroyed 15 bridges and 34-kilometres (21 
miles) of road. West Lampung district chief Umpu Singa said 
damage was estimated to reach 117 billion rupiah (SS5 
million). Aftershocks continue to shake the area, but accord- 
ing to an official at the Meteorological Office. Engkon 
Kertapati. the magnitudes were in the range of 2.5 to three on 
the Richter Scale. 


India agrees to ICRC survey in Kashmir 


GENEVA (AFP) — India has allowed the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to visit the strife-torn 
northern state of Kashmir for humanita.rian purposes, a 
spokesman said Friday. “The Indian authorities have invited 
the ICRC to carry out a mission in the near future to Jammu 
and Kashmir to assess the humanitarian situation." according 
to the Geneva based organisation. The visit was arranged on 
Feb. 9 during a meeting in New Delhi between the Indian 
Home Secretary N.N. Vohra. and ICRC delegate general for 
A.sia Jean-Michel Monod. It was agreed that the ICRC would 
propose dates for the mission, which will first deal with the 
protection of civilian populations. The New Delhi meeting 
immediately followed “an ICRC seminar on international 
humanitarian law for senior officers of Indian police and 
paramilitary forces in Hyderabad." according to the Red 
Cross. 


11 die in Philippine carnival blast 


COTABATO. Philippines (R) — Eleven revellers were killed 
and 23 wounded Friday when a hand grenade was tossed into a 
fun fair crowded with hundreds of people, police in the 
southern Philippines said. Almost simultaneously, a home- 
made bomb exploded outside the National Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (NBI) offices in another southern city but no one was 
hurt. The carnival blast in Isulan town near Cotabato City was 
the second major bombing attack in the troubled southern 
region of Mindanao. 800 kilometre south of Manila, in two 
months. Six people were killed when suspeaed Muslim 
extremists bombed a Roman Catholic cathedral in the main 
Mindanao city of Davao at Christmas. Police Commander 
.Akmad Mamalinta said the fun fair in Isufen was packed with 
hundreds of revellers celebrating ahead of the tow*n's religious 
fiesta when the grenade exploded shonly before ) a.m. As the 
crowd scrambled for their lives, parts fell from some of the 
rides, causing more injuries. Some of the injured were 
trampled in the stampede, witnesses said. 


Fu]imore swears In new cabinet 


Armenia 
shoots 
down 
Azeri jet 


LIMA (AFP) — President Alberto Fujimore swore in a new 
cabinet Thursday following a cabinet crisis sparked by his 
handling of a high profile human rights case. Prime Minister 
Alfonso Bustamenie resigned Wednesday following a dispute 
with Mr. Fujimori over a controversial law to move the trial of 
army troops charg.*d with kidnapping and killing nine students 
and a lecture as pan of a anti-Shining Path crackdown in July 
1992. A general three colonels, two majors, one captain and 
one lieutenant had been scheduled tu go before a civilian coun 
but fought to go before military authorities instead in hopes of 
a more sympathetic hearing. A law moving the trial was passed 
on Feb. 10. despite bitter opposition, as'the Supreme Court 
deliberated over which ronrr had jurisdiction. 


YEREVAN (Agencies) — 
Armenia shot dom an Azeri 
Sukhoi SU-24 ground attack 
aircraft over its territory and 
captnred tiie pilot, a mercen- 
ary from Kyrgyzstan, the 
Armenian Defence Ministry 
said Friday. 

The airoraft was one of two 
whidi Thursday strayed across 
tiie frontier in the eastern dis- 
trict of Vardeniz, near the dis- 
puted territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a ministry spokes- 
man s^. 

An Azeri Defence Ministry 
spokesman in Baku had no 
inunediate comment on the 
annoimcement. 

The Armenian Defence 
Ministry spokesman, Gagik ' 
Martoyan, said two planes 
crossed into Armenian air 
space. Anti-aircraft units 
opened &e on the SU-24 as it 
approached Vardeniz town, 
apparently intending to attack. 

The seccuid intruder, a SU- 
25 reconnaissance plane, 
tamed back to Azerbaijan, 
Mr. Martoyan said. 

A second crew member had 
also baled out of the stricken 
plane but had come to ground 
in the northern part of Kara- 
bakh, wfaidi lies formally in- 
side Azerbaijan, though under 
Armenian control. 

Martoyan said details of his 
fate were still being sought. 

The Armenian spokesman 
said the captured p^ was a 
44-year-old Tatar named as 
Marat l^kinovich. 

He was hired in the Central 
Asian Republic of Kyrgyzstan 
for a free of S1,(XX) per month 
plus $300 per sortie to fly in the 
Azeri Air Force, Mr. Mar- 
toyan said. 

Armenia and Azerbaijan 
have been fighting an unde- 
clared war over Karabakh for 
the past six years. Thousands 
of people have been killed and 
tens of thousands, mainly 
Azeris, displaced. 

The territory, mainly inha- 
bited by Armenians, was given 
to Azerbaijan by die Kremlin 
in 1923. 



Athens: Macedonia blockade 
will be strictly applied 


ATHENS (AFP) — Athene 
has said that its blockade 
against Macedonia would be 
strictly applied at all customs' 
pennts to all goods entering 
Greece bound for Skopje. 

As queues of heavy goods 
vehicles built up at the main 
border post between Greece 
and Macedonia Thursday 
north of Salonika, a statement 
issued by the Finance Ministry 
said that Salonika customs 
officers would take charge of 
controlling all goods destined 
for Macedonia. 

The statement came despite 
criticism from some of 
Greece's European partners 
over the blockade announced 
Wednesday against Maoedon- 
nia in an increasingly bitter 
dispute over the name of the 
former Yugoslav republic. 

But Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic told Greek 
Tele^on late Thursday that 
Athens had hb “full support”. 

The measures announced by 
the Finance Ministry could 
lead to long delays for goods 
arriving in ffie ports of Kava- 
la, east of Salonika, or 
fooumenitsa in northwestern 
weece, suspected of trying to 
read] Macedonia via Bulgaria 
or Albania. 

Meanwhile in the Hague it 
was reported Thursday that 
Greece bad also clo:^ its land 
. border with the former Yug^ 
,Jav Republic of Macedonia, 
the Dutch Foreign Ministry 
said Thursday. 

Spokesman Djoeke 
Koekoek said a number of 
trucks, induding some reg- 
istered in the Netherlands, had 
been stopped by Greek border 
guards crossing into 

Macedonia at Evzoni. 


Greek authorities denied the 
land border bad been dosed. 

The Greek press reported in 
Salonika that goods vehicle 
drivers were having to comply 
with a wealth of administrative 
measures imposed by local cus- 
toms officers confu^ by the 
sudden measures or acting out 
of “patriotic zeal.” 

TWi tnun loads composing 
94 W8^ns carrying fuel and 
metal destined for Macedonia 
were also still being held up at 
the border post. 

Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou 
annonneed the measures 
Wednesday adding that only 
humanitarian goo^ such as 
“food and medidnes” were ex- 
cluded from the blockade. 


Greece, which holds the 
rotating presidency of the 
European Union (EU), said it 
bad been constrained to make 
the move after the United 
States last week “erroneously” 
recognised Macedonia before 
the latter had responded posi- 
tively to Greece’s demand. 

Greece accuses Macedonia 
of usurping a name which 
Athens says is solely part of 
Greek heritage and of har- 
bouring expansionist ambitions 
over the Greek province of the 
same name. 


Britain, Denmark, Germany 
and Tbrkey all exin-essed con- 
,cern about the decision 
announced Wednesday to bar 
the former Yugoslav republic 
access to the Greek p^ of 
Salonika, effectively strangling 
Macedonia’s. oil imports. 

But Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic backed 
Greece Thursday calling the 
blockade a “wise decision.” 


Major, Reynolds to meet 
on Ulster peace process 


LONDON (AFP) — Amid 
fresh violence in Northern Ire- 
land, Prime Kfinister John Ma- 
jor of Britain and Albert 
R^olds of Ireland meet here 
Saturday on their Ulster peace 
plan, s^ awaiting a reqjonse 
from Sinn Fein. 


framework for peace in Ulster. 

That doenment notably 
offered Sinn Fein, political 
wing of the outlawed frish Re- 
publican Army (IRA), a place 
at the negotiating table on con- 
dition the IRA renounced vio- 
fence for at least three montl^ 


Before attending an 
England-Ireland rugby matdi 
in the afternoon, the premiers 
will meet at Mr. Major's 
Downing Street office wiffi Ir- 
ish Foreign Secretary Dick 
Spring and British Northern 
Ireland Secretary Patrick 
Maybew, a spokesman said. 

At their last meeting, on 
Dec. IS, Mr. Reynolds and 
Mr. Major presented their 
Angjo-Irish joint declaration 
— the Downing Street Dec- 
laration — outlining an historic 


The declaration does not ex- 
dnde the principle of a unified 
Ireland, which the Catiroltc- 
based IRA wants. 

Bat it guarantees that Bri- 
tain would not cut Northern 
Ireland loose without the con- 
sent of the province’s resi- 
deots, the majority of u^m 
are Protes tant. 


Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adatns has asked for “clar- 
ifiotion” of the declaration, 
neither accepting nor rejecting 
its terms. 


Cambodian 

army 

reports 

new 


success 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cam- 
bodia's government army has 
reported a new victory in its 
war against the radical Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas, the capture 
of a strategic border access 
point near the country's fer- 
nortb frontier with HiiulaDd. 

“All the Khmer Rouge guet^ 
rillas have fled towaj^ ^ 
border — they left behind 
some weapons and ammuni- 
tiCHi,” Cambodian army Cluef 
of Staff Uentenant-General 
Ke Kim Yan told Reuters Fri- 
day. He said three government 
soldiers were wounded m the 
attack. 

The situation at Am Sess 
was currently quiet, said Cam- 
bodia’s tq> military comman- 
der. 

The key border access point, 
300 kflometres north of Phnom 
Penh was formerly known as 
U.N. Cbedcpmnt CT-1 and lies 
close to the border triangje of 
Laos, Thailand and Cambodia. 
There has been no indepen- 
dent confirmation of the ^v- 
emment’s daim but if true it is 
another militaiy blow, for the 
itraeasingly embattled Maoist 
rebels. 


Aooorcfing to the govern- 
ment, mm dian 3,000 Khmer 
Rouge have defected to the 
govemmrat side since iast Au- 
gust. 

After threatening to disrupt 
die U.N.-organised May eleo- 
tkms with violence, die Khmer 
Rouge has demanded an advi- 
sory government role while 
continuing to wage a low- 
intenrity guerrilla war. 

An increase in dry season 
fitting between the t«vo pro- 
tagonists has caused a stale- 
mate to political n^otiations 
aimed at accommodating the 
rebel demands. 

On Feb. 5 Cambodian army 
units captured the strategic 
Khmer Rouge northern be^ 
quarters at Aniong Veng call- 
ing it the biggest military suc- 
cess since the holding of the 
elections. 

Govemmem army comman-^ 
ders earlier said that Aro Sess, 
used as a guerrilla firebase to 
shell oudying areas of Qiam 
Khsan, was their next military 
objective after Aniong 'Veng 
was secured. 

The border access point lies 
dose to the ancient temple of 
Preah Vihear seized IGnner 
Rouge gnerriUas last July. 

Preah Vihear provinces* 
governor. General Mean 
Sarin, told Renters that after 
the capture of Arn Sess, the 
next goal would be die recap- 
ture of Preah Vihear Temple. 

He said the notorious one- 
legged guerrilla Commander 
Ta Mok had fled towards Tra- 
paing Kol near the junction of 
the Cambodian, Lao and Thai 
borders. 

The capture of Arn Sess will 
relieve pressure on the be- 
sieged town of Cham Khsan, 
28 kilometres south, and allow 
hundreds of displaced people 
to return to their homes, iCfr. 
Sarin said. 

While of little military sig- 
nificance, the captnre of Preah 
Vihear Temple by the Khmer 
Rouge caus^ severe embar- 
rassment to the government. 

Preah Vihear, practicably 
accessible only from Thailand, 
is Cambodia’s best known 
monument after the febled 
12th century temples of 
Angkor. 


Chinese plane hijacked to Taiwan, 11th since April 


TAIPEI (Agencies) — A 
Chinese a^um-seeker posing 
as a policeman and accompa- 
nied by his femily hijacked a 
Chinese airliner to Taiwan Fri- 
day, the 11th such hijacking 
since last April. 

Taiwan detained the man for 
trial on air [uracy charges but 
in a break with previous prac- 
tice it forcibly sent the four 
family members who had 
travelled with him. bis foster 
mother, wife and two sons 
ej^t and 10. back to 
(%ina. 

Un Wenqiang, 35, dressed 
in the uniform of a Chinese 
policeman, used a fruit knife 
and a fake bomb, a teacup 
stuffed with toilet paper, to 
force a China Southwest Air- 
lines Boeing 737 carrying 130 
people to Taipei. 

He surrendered to 1’aiwan 
authorities and requested 
lum for himself and his family. 
The plane and its crew mem- 
bers and other passengers, in- 
cluding Mr. Lin’s family, were 
sent to China four hours 
later. 

Mr. Lin’s wife, Huang 
Chunmian, 32, screamed and 
struggled with police officers as 


she was dragged back aboard 
the f4ane at Taipei’s interna- 
tion^ airport. 

It was the first time in the 
string of hijackings that 
Taiwan had forcibly repatii- 
at(^ femily members not ac- 
cused of air piracy. Two young 
sons of hijackers had remained 
in Taiwan after previous hi- 
jackings. 

The airliner, rarrying 122 
passengeis including two Sing- 
aporeans as well as eight crew, 
was on a domestic flight from 
the southwestern Chinese dty 
of Oiengdu to Fuzhou in the 
southeast when it was hijack- 
ed. Nobody was injured. 

Mr. Lin’s profession was un- 
clear as he carried several busi- 
ness cards, offidals said. One 
identifled him as a sales mana- 
ger at an electric ^liance 
firm in the central Chinese city 
of Changsha, another as a sales 
manager for China's “reform 
through labour” penal camp 
system. 

Offidals quoted Mr. Lin as 
saying he wanted to escape 
corruption in China and hi- 
jacked the plane after Chinese 
authorities made it difficult for 


him to open a company. 

Fourteen Chinese a^lum- 
seekers hijacked planes to 
Taiwan in the ten previous 
inddents. Taipei’s refosal to 
repatriate them has become a 
major source of tension be- 
tween Taiwan and China, poli- 
tical enemies since the dvi! war 
ended in 1949. 


“The hijacking damages re- 
lations between the two 
tides... hijacking is a serious 
crime in Taiwan and we cannot 
tolerate it," Taiwan's Vice Jus- 
tice MSnister Chiang Hao said. 

Four rounds of bilateral 
talks have failed to reach 
agreement on a pact under 
which Taiwan would send the 
hijackers back. The two sides 
will resume talks in ^ijing in 
late March. 

Meanwhile, the Intemation- 
d Airiine Passengers Assoda- 
tion (lAPA) has mid to take a 
plane in Chiiia is to dice whb 
death. 


daredevil to fly in Colombia on 
a stormy ni^t, dra't fly in 
Chirm,” said lAPA, which 
listed eight plane crashes in 
China in 18 months. 

“If China started doing ev- 
erything right yesterday, the 
problems could not be solved 
in 1994 or even ^ the end of 
the century,” commented 
lAPA. 


Colombia, strongly criticised 
by the lAPA, pales in compari- 
son to Qiina, added the asso- 
ciation in its latest Umonthly 
Travel Safety Alert newsletter. 

“Even if you are enough of a 


The Association said tiie 
country's air traffic control sys- 
was primitive, qualified 
pilots and engineeis were in 
short supply, maintenance 
poor and security non existent. 

David Sempler, lAPA’s ex- 
ecutive director, said figures 
reveal China had one accident 
per 1(X),0(X) domestic flinty 
^paxed to one per 200,000 
in Colombia and &Kfia and one 
per 250,000 in South Korea. 

The assooatioD listed the 
safest mjor airlines as Amer- 
ican Airlines, Brititii Airways, 
Delta, Lufthansa, Scandina- 
vian Airlines and SonthwesL 

Safe mid-sized carriers ii>- 
dnded Ansett Australia, 
Arabian Airlines, Canadian 
Airlines International and All- 
Nippon. 


Book blows Up 
IRSfbrfuh 
and profit 


NEW YORK (R) Nonce 
author BUI Branon' has ;the 
book world beaming and 
dreaming of huge sales mdi a 
first novel about terrbrfe^' 
blowing iip tiie greatest Arper-f 
ican bmeaticia^ of tiieita'all-:^*'' 
the intenial Revenue Service. 
(IRS). Never mind tiiat the 
plot of Let Us Frey doen> 
thicken as modi as make tfjj 
occasional appearance or ffirn 
its characters are as .real a . 
■“Irift” and “band” comic book 
figures or that even hs aufliw ' 
can’t explain what is goii^ on.' 
Getting rid of the taxman is an 
all-American dream and Bia<' 
non, fiuions at the way the 1R5 
hounded one of bis .soiis: for 
back taxes, appears to have 
tapped into an ai^er inaiqp, 
feel. The prestigibas Book of 
the Month Oob graM)ed -his 
book as an alternate selection, 
Harpercollins has put oat .a 
fiist printing of 1(J,0IX) — 
huge figure for a hardback 
book — and Sylvester Stalkne 
sent his ebaofieur to die bpokf 
store to see if this could be a 
vehide worthy of '“Rambo.’^ 
The plot is all over the n^ - 
invoking hitmen mod ell ed a^ 
ter Branon^ sons, a . raptB(t 
^diose initials are IRS- aM a 
terrorist leader of an anti-ta|' 
revolt vriio blows op tiie real 
IRS’s regional offices, vflien he 
finally makes his ap pe aran ce 
almost halfway throogfa the 
book. Branon admits. **tiie 
book doesn’t read sersb^,*! 
bnt defends it as a mood peqe '- 
out to show anger “in die 
land.” An avid gambler. ^ 
navy dentist, intelligent op* 
erative, explosives aM 

gun-nut. Branon is hitting the . 
ralk show dreuit to tdl tfie 
secret of his sDooess do it a9 
youiaetf until the big guys tate 
notice. 
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Court orders release' 
of India’s 'bandit 
queen’* 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The ; 
Suprente Court Friday cnxtered 
the release of parole of 
Phoolan Devi, Inca’s noto:. ■ i 
rkras “bandft queen” vidio was 
jailed more than a decade age 
for the massacre of 22 idllageit 
to avenge her gang rape. 
Judges J. S. Verma and PJB. 
Sav^t asked Ms. Davi, bdCT. 
In' New Delhi’s maxirnffpi:; 
security Hhar Central 
piif iq> a bond to gam 
freedom after 11 years in 
oa. “We consideT it appropt fe : 
ate to release her on pam' .. 
pend^ the disposal of ' 
plications moved by the state 
gove rm nent in various conrts 
for anthdrawal of (die) pro*, 
secution against her,” foe . 
judges said. Th^ or^red ^ 
New Delhi Pofice to provide 
protection to the notorioiH 
outlaw after her release.. .. 
Family members said she pfen^' . 
ned to live in the city, ratiier 
than go back to her vill^ il 
the Dortiiern state of Uttm ~ 
Pradesh. Ms. Devi, wto is iii . . 
her early 30s, ^legedly mater* - 
minded die massacre of 
upper-caste Hindus on Feih 
14, 1981 in the Uttar PradeA ' 
village of Behmai to avei^ 
her rape ^ men from die - 
village. Police say she was 
leadm of a banefit gang vriiose - 
members shouted slogans hail- 
ing Devi after gunnii^ down 
more than two dozen men oa 
the edge of a river, several of 
them survived. Ms. Deid, sriio 

was in po^ unfitmnvriien site 

report^ly cq}ened fire, was 
looking for two men whb 
allegedly abducted and mur- 
dered her lover and raped her 
for days before she managi-d to 
give them the sfip one night 
The cold-blooded killings 
ma^ her a honshold nai«e ^ . 
India and she went on a crime 
spree which terrorised the 
Oiambal Valley, her exploits 
attracted woiidwide attention 
and she was die < q » bjec t of. 
several books and mories. 
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Bobbitt fathered 
child out of wedlock! 


NIAGRA falls. New Yoit 
(AFP) — Blood tests strei^ 
thened a patematity ffied 

against John Bobbitt by a 
^'oman who said ^ lun 

a year before his wife cut off 
pennb. “John, this may be 
the only difld yon ^ ^ver 
have. Doesn’t he deserve bet- 
ter from a fedier than 
false denials?” appealed 
rice WUliams Thnisdav, Msw 
Williams held a press c^e^ 
ence is Niagra Falls, New Yo^ 
to announce DNA test resnltt 
which give a 99.99 pm cent 
likelihood that Bobbitt 
fathered her son, Andrew. It is 
uncertain yet whether Bobbitt, 
whose wife Lorena said tiie cot 
peniiis for raphiE her, 
will be able to have childfon 
though doctors did to 

l^ttach the organ.' 

Intt’s attorney said be' mirilt- 
^^ngc ibe results and gin 
bis own genetics exMit to ds- 
prove them. 
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•*1 a. t Ti j. ^ — commands a place in 

arT ‘nir^Ma»*cstef United s first team squad. Vcnabies picked 
coaches Don Howe and Dave Sexton. The 
^ teal “ part-time and temporar>' until the end of 

Venables, who took over from the unsuccess- 
W? •‘Sajftl month, will make more permanent 

ill? 80ihjp*»“ for the next rwo years. Venables will have Robson and 
rl***^i, • Howe* coach under 1980 World Cup manager Bobbv Robson 
I?® and iL »* **“ ^"^ makes his debut in a friendly international 

against European champions Denmark at Wembley March 9. 

Harding Olympic doubt 

(AFP) — American Tonya Harding, 
^ grabbed Lthough to compete, has a right ankle injury which 

^«sele^fl,realens her Olympic chances. The American figure skating 
pot Ob,: champion seemed to be troubled Friday when landing on her 
f 10.000 .. right ankle, which she slightly twisted in Thursday’s training. 
■« haiiihJAn annoyed Harding, allegedly involved in an attempt to 
^ Syperippte rival Nancy Kerrigan Jan. 6, hit the side of the rink 
the W several times while calking lo her coaches. 

of 


die^ Barbecue at Olympic flame foiled 

■0ns, B jj^ULLEHAMEMR (R) — Barbecue buffs have been told by 
^ IBs ^organisers w stop griUing sausages over the Olympic flame, 
of ag gMjJi'iiiohaminer games official Odd lisiad said Friday security 
ws Up had been tightened around the flame, burning at the top of a 
>ffices 1*1®^ tower at Olympia park, after reports of illicit 

lis apoS "danger” barbecues at dead of night. "We heard that two or 
three young guys grilled sausages on the flame one night he 
admitTiJsald. “We’re not sure how they did it. They must have had 
•ead scj^ ^ metres long. I suppose. What we do know is ihi there 


■ead seoau. '°"8* ^ suppose, wnat we do know is ihi there 

s a mS? wBI be ”0 more grill parties at the flame. We’ve tightened 
anger^n t *e^e so it can’t happen again.” In 1988 at 

j ©mlJf “ Calgary, sports pans and games volunteers used the Olympic 
nt Sjg h ^ ^ Rame. to cook hot dogs and toast marshmallows. 

vesoqSj' 

n IS hibiiig^ Coloradan, Australian win Empire State 

J^to^ferunup 

e biggnjii^ NEW YORK (AP) — AColorado chemist and an Australian 
high school teacher won the men’s and women’s divisions of 
the Empire State building run up Thursday. The chemist, 
rs reieaK Danin Eisman of Golden, Colo., dashed up 80 flights of stairs 
^andH ^ B minutes, 37 seconds. The teacher, rriathleic Belinda 
Soszyn, 39, of Bangor, Australia, made the trip in 1 1 minutes, 

. 57 seconds. The 17th annual run up featured 127 participants 
f AFPl iw nations and 15 states. This year’s run up was limited 

FiSflv (iiiih! “ ® ®8hts because of a construction projea at the 86th floor 
f “J obsertatory- Bringing up the rear was Chico Scimone of 
^ I ri' V ^ Taormina, Sicily, in 23 minutes, 20 seconds. He is 82 years old. 

^ Ihe nia up is sponsored by the Empire State building and the 
ieen «l»q York Road Runners Qub. 
itadecMfca; 

* of 22 vBflg ’ • 

T gang^ 1st American skiing medalist dead 

SUNVALLEY, Idato (AP) - Grctchen Fraser. thc first 

i’B naiimF *9. ?^ for died 

ThDisfey;Sh6VaiJ7y. Aspokesvo^ fbr ffterSan^VaHey Co 
j said of natural cai^^tjie Wofidft'vdr'Kfi^^ 

1 ™ bJ! after being taken there Wednesday. “She was cross 
skiing with a friend just a week ago,” spokeswoman 
h Sluumpn Besoyan said. Fraser won the gold medal for the 

spedaf slalom at the 1948 games in St. ^foritz, Switzeriand. 
^ <svepE is known today as the giant slalom. Fraser also took 
g ttir SB- giver medal in the combined slalom and downhill. She had 
Off Son Valley with her husband, Don, who was a member 
/ H ^ of the United States Alpine team and won a gtrid medal in the 
ist her, B. Pan Aan games in Chile in 1936. He died in January 1993 at 
ey oideredB ^ g> 
ice to pwh 
the notooB: ^ 

her reie» jVaslo and Fluminense investment pays off 

ssakisiKF. 

he da, rA>:SIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) — The million dollar 
) her investments made by Vasco and Fluminense to purchase 
;tate of Ub. players hmre paid of. Both teams stand atop their divisions in 
)evt, who i*' the league at the Carnival break with undefeatediy records 
{ Iggpdl y sF through three rounds. Vasco sought national team defense- 
of i man Ricardo Rocha from Santos and the sensational midfiel- 
jkJus 00 rier Dnmer from the Sao Paulo Portugue a souard. Denner 
Uttar Visco striker Valcher are being considered by manager 

^ 10 imp Cailos'' Alberto Parreira for spots on the World Cup team, 
nen froB ^ ^umiitimse bought veteran defenseman Branco from South- 
" she «as Bern Braal’s Gremio, and former Brazilian team starting 
ntiE «it* trridfleider Liriz Henrique from Monaco of the Frendi league. 
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yn men •* atahmahhwsch 

icd '**“ “ 

jndrap^^ ' ’ ' 4-4 OR 6-3 fit? 

;be inan^^ Buih vubenble. North first net Tun Seres at the 

-iio one np NORTB ld&> World Bndcr 01\inpiad la 

’*7 • killiin ' 4 K S € New York when he spearheaded 

:A764 

{Sboia A K J 4 Australia’s sifong challenge for a 

ent OtI Q 6 place in the seminnaU. Then a ge- 

-rroriSCtl ? • : EAST mol 40, the Hungarian-born ace iia- 

■®‘ ulr eXiF 4974 pressed lr^•e^ycJnc with bis aldlL 

>*' I n r* ’ <t 10. T Q 8 3 .Now. alinosi 30 yean later, it is a 

wide J ' 9 I03> S' ':’7653Z pleasure to report that he can stili 

he Sllhj^ 498764 4J3 compete at the lop level. He was 

■ j eiflVle*' SOUTH recvnlly n member of the winning, 

md ni® 4 Q ,( 10 3 2 team in the Australian Spring .Na- 

. T- K 9 6 2 cional Open Teams Cbampionahip. 

Af0d 0,Void Seres held the South cards unthia 

4 ‘A K 10 2 key hand from the Cnal of that tour- 

pxhiMnE- nameni- We were not pven the sue- 

I North %ut ' South West uon, e&ccpl that North opened a 

1 c Ne^ \ ■ Ph** 2 'j Pane strong no trump, showed a band 

1 ^’ jpfit ^ • ^oaa 2 4 Paie with four hearts and three spades 

d ^ * Pass 4 * Pass and a cue-bidding sequence left 

gdty I i ~ I’an 6 ♦ Pans Seres with the deemion uf what to 

anbbiri %( £ ' Pihs 6 4 Paas do. .4 poasiUe sequence, using two 

'Pass dinmonds os lorcing Stayman, is 

i afi 4 Opeaug lead* Nine nf 4 given above. 

js WDv Miidiis madeuf the deaibility of As wc would have eapecM. Seres 

in this Urjrf • a mAjor for game pur- demossirated that faia judgment 

ivifl ^f^’Ss.Atlngharleveh.buw-evbr.the was as aharp as ever by butding aia 

^ Ffatr Albert Mnehe^ was the Hm spades. At that contract, declarer 

suggeatthat the.slreagth of the was able t>> discard two hearts on 

*han suit was more impuitani North’s diamonds and ill tricks 

■^wan flexSiiliiy and that it was right rolled in. Note that, at a heart con- 

^rr “'■‘‘Pbyiifftsolid.'i-Sfiiratherthana iraei, declarer must lose a inimp 

B**chy 4.4. -and the ace of spadeA 

— ■ _ - ^::inr 
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4-4 OR 6-3 FIT? 


' Both vidnerable. North deals. 
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Je - :■ 765 3 2 
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. T- K 9 6 2 

>re<l . O Void 
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Tel.: 634144 
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Jane Fonda — in 

OLD GRINGO 
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Preparations for holding Jordan Jansen overcomes Olympic jinx 
International Rally underway as Italy shines in luge doubles 



We first met Tim Seres at the 
1964 World Bridge Olv-mpiad in 
New York when he spearheaded 

Australia's strong challenge for a 
place in the semifinaU. Then a ge- 
nial -to, the Huagartan-bom ace im- 
pressed everycjne with bis aldlL 
.Now. almost 30 yean later, it is a 
pleasure tu report that he can still 
cumpete at the top level. He was 
recently a member of the winning, 
t yoiw in the Australian Spring Na- 
tion^ OjMa Teams Cbampianahip. 

^res held the South cards un this 
key hand from the Goal of that lour- 
nameiii. We were not pven the auc- 
uon, except that North opened a 
strong no trump, showed a band 
with four hearts and three spades 
and a cue-bidding sequence tefl 
Sertis with the decuiion uf whai ui 
do. .A poaaiUe sequence, using two 
diamond on lorcing Stayman, is 
given above. 

As wc would have eapec^. Seres 
demussirated that faia judgment 
was as fiharp as ever by bidduig aix 
spades. At that contract, declarer 
was able Ui discard two hearts on 
North’s diamonds and IS tricks 
rolled in. Nuts that, at a heart con- 
tract, declarer must lose a trurnp 
-and the ace of spodeA 


By Alecs Basnaysd 

Special (o the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Detailed prepara- 
tions for one of the most presti- 
gious of the Kingdom’s sport- 
ing events — the Jordan Inter- 
national Rally — are already 
underway and organisers, the 
Royal Automobile Club of Jor- 
dan (RACJ) are encouraged 
by a vast interest from partici- 
pants, the media and sponsors 
alike. 

The rally, which forms one 
of the five rounds of the Mid- 
dle &st Rally Championship 
will be. as always, a two-day 
event held May 12 and 13 and 
covering 981 kilometres that 
will take competitors from 
Jerash in the north to Petra in 
the south. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben A1 Hussein is sche- 
duled to give the start signal as 
competitois set off from the 
Roman Amphitheatre in 
downtown Amman for the first 
leg of the rally that will take 
them northwards on asphalt 
roads for a route of 341 
kilometres including 99 
kilometres of 12 special stages 
testing the skill of even the 
most seasoned competitors as 
they drive through forests and 
groves forming one of the most 
scenic parts of Jordan. 

The second leg of the rally 
will set off Friday morning 
from rally headquaners at the 
Forte Grand Hotel in Amman 
heading southwards for a 
gruelling 641 kilometres drive 
encompassing 300 kilometres 
of 11 special stages that will 
determine the eventual winner 
of the rally expected to be 
completed at 8. IS p.m. 


The 13th Jordon Interns* 
tional Rally will again bring 
together the region's top driv- 
ers in addition to foreign com- 
petitors from Ireland, Eng- 
land, France, Cyprus, Russia 
and Romania. 

RACJ officials seem very 
encouraged by the fact the 
main sponsor of the rally is 
Camel — one of the major 
brand names associated with 
motor sports worldwide. 

“Camel is a prestigious 
name in motor sports, and we 
are very happy to be associated 
with them," RACJ director 
Derek Ledger told a press con- 
ference 'niursday. 

l^ger also said it was very 
gratifying that a major Jorda- 
nian company is supporting the 
event, referring to the fact that 
Camel, one of the main spon- 
sors of the World Cham- 
pionship Formula 1 , is about to 
be manufactured in Jordan by 
the Jordan Tobacco and 
Cigarette Co. in a joint venture 
with R.J. Reynolds Tobacco 

RACJ officials are hopeful 
that the Jordan International 
Rally will soon forni one of the 
lU rounds of the World Rally 
Championship and the interest 
shown by representatives from 
the International Automobile 
Federation (FIA) following up 
the development of the Jordan 
I^lly throughout the years is 
most promising. 

“The Jordan International 
Rally’s reputation as the best 
rally of the Middle East is 
undisputed. We are looking at 
the World Championship, 
which will be the pinnacle of 
our achievements,” Mr. Led- 
ger noted. 

This year, FlA’s Ricardo 


Ood of Italy, one of the five 
officials who ^cialise in the 
world championship rallies, 
will be the official inspector of 
the rally. 

For the first time FIA has 
appointed a technical delegate 
to a Middle East rally. Jaako 
Markmlft of Finland be in 
charge of technical scnitioeer- 
ing to ensure that all compet- 
ing cars comply with the stan- 
dards and regulations required 
in such an international rally. 

’The Comminee of Interna- 
tional Stewards — the body 
that judges all aspects of the 
rally and interperts the rules 
and regulations — - will be 
headed by Wilhelm Lyding, 
president of the German 
Motor Sports Federation. The 
Committee will also include 
Christos Kyriakides of Cyprus 
and FlA Vice Pregdent Alec 
Dardoufas of the Automobile 
and Touring Qub of Greece, 

The fact that the rally plays 
an important role in presenting 
Jordan to the world is also a 
main factor of the rally’s role 
and success. 

Action Pool, a leading Bel- 
gian media consultancy com- 
pany will be the European 
representatives of the rally and 
will ensure the coverage of the 
event on the Eurosport prog- 
ramme, the NBC Super^n- 
ncl and Belgian national televi- 
sion. 

Press representatives urged 
RACJ as well as their spon- 
sors, including Royal Jorda- 
nian, Aramex, Camel, the 
Forte Grand, and many others 
to support Jordanian drivers to 
enable a Jordanian competitor 
to win the event for the first 
time. 


Skiing is just slightly less 
important than walking in Norway 


LILLEHAMMER. Norway 
(AP) — Norwegians claim 
they’re bom wearing skis, ami 
it's only a slight exaggeration: 
First forays on cross-country 
skis usually follow first steps in 
short. order. -i • • - •• 

..The sport. is to Norwegians- 
what tiaseball is to the United 
States, what soccer is to south- 
ern Europeans and Latin 
Americans maybe even what 
wine is to the French. 

"ft is definitely a love 
affair," said cross-country 
skier Vegard Ulvang, a triple 
Olympic gold medallist and a 
national hero. 

“Everyone skis. It is our 
national sport. ” Ulvang said. 

“People in Norway do cross- 
country, not just in competi- 
tion. but all the time. Whole 
families. People have a very 
personal relationship to cross- 
country skiing.” 

Whole families, toddlers in- 
cluded. don cross-county skis 
for Sunday lours near their 
homes and vacations in the 
mountains. 

Foreigners out touring can 
usually accept being passed by 
a strong young Norwegian — 


even children. But some find it 
hard to take when seniors glide 
past, effbniess style making up 
the years. 

The word "slalom” comes 
from the Norwegian “sla,” 
which mean's slope, and 
“laam.” ’for the track down, 
though Norway refused to 
accept slalom as a spon until 
1936. 

Here, anything on skis is 
fine: Alpine, freestyle, snow- 
boards, the biathlon. But 
cross-country is the real thing. 

So many Norwegians are ex- 
pected at men’s cross-country 
races in Liilehammer that 
Ulvang's teammate and rival 
Bjorn Oahlie — another triple 
gold medallist at the 1992 win- 
ter games — is worried. 

“I don’t think anyone has 
seen so many spectators be- 
fore,” said Dahlie, “Maybe the 
transportation and the people 
will Iw a problem, when there 
are lOU.UUO, maybe 200.U00.” 

Skiers have been among 
Norway's heroes for thousands • 
of years. 

“People understand how 
tough it is to race a 50- 
kilometre.” said Liilehammer 


Olympic Organising Commit- 
tee Sports Director Martin 
Burkhalcer. 

Skiing as a sport is not much 
more than 150 years old. 

Norwegians started skiing 
thousands of years ago because 
it was easier than slogging- 
around in 1-metre (3-foot) 
drifts. 

If pressed, they admit they 
probably were not the first. 
That distinction likely belongs 
to the Lapp, or Sami, reindeer 
herders of Arctic Scandinavia 
and Russia. 

But skiing caught on early 
here, and afrer a few thousand 
years was so popular that pre- 
historic Norwegian artists were 
carving pictures of skiers on 
rocks. One such 4.0UU-year-old 
work as the model for all the 
tick-figure event symbols 
The early Norwegians 
avelled on skis, hunted on 
skis and mounted Viking 
armies on skis. When the rifle 
was invented, the army started 
shooting on skis, which led to 
the biathlon. 


LILLEHAMMER, Norway 
(AP) — U.S. speedskater Dan 
Jansen overcame his Olympic 
jinx in world record style Fri- 
day, and Italy shot fMt-first 
into second place of the Lille- 
hammer medals race. 

Also on the seventh day of 
the games. Canada’s Myriam 
Bedvd became the first North 
American to win an Olympic 
biathlon gold medal. 

'The 28-year-old Jansen en- 
ded a 10-year Olympic drought 
by capturing gold in the men’s 
1.000-metre race at the Viking 
Hall in Hamar. 

His arms outstretched like 
winged victory, Jansen flew 
across the finish line in 1 mi- 
nute, 12.43 seconds, trimming 
1 1 off the mark Canada’s 
Kevin Scott set in December. 

“I don’t know what to say,” 
Jansen said while his wife, 
Robin, sobbed for Joy. "It felt 
so good. There’s so many peo- 
ple here behind me. Thank you 
so much.” 

Jansen had a scare with ab- 
out 600 metres left. He skidded 
on a turn, but saved himself 
with his left hand grazing the 
ice and put on an extra burst of 
speed at the finish. Gliding to a 
halt, the American victor 
clutched head, as much in re- 
lief as in elation. 

It took four winter games 
and eight Olympic races for 
Jansen to win a place on the 
rictory stand. 

More remembered for bis 
two falls at the 1988 Calgary 
Games than for his more than 
30 World Cup victories, Jansen 
was a disappointing eighth in 
Sunday’s 500-metre sprint — a 
race in which slipped but did 
not fall. 

Igor Zhelezovsky of Belarus 
was second in 1:12.72 and 
Sergei Klevchenya of Rusria 
was third in 1:12.85. 

Thanks to a one-two finish in 
the men's luge doubles, Italy 
moved one-up on host Norway ' 
with 10 medals overall. 
However, the Norwegians, tal- 
ly includ^ five gol& to the 
Italians' three. 

Russia continued to lead 
with a total of 13 medals, 
including five golds and five 
silvers. 

Norway took a step toward 
another old when Fred Borre 
Lunderg won the jump portion 
of the Nordic combined Fri- 
day. He soared 92.5 and 92 
metres in his two jumps for a 
total score of 247.0, including 
style points. 

The Norwegian earned a 23- 
second lead over Estonia’s 
Ago Markvardt in Saturday's 
15-kilometre cross-country 
piordon that will decide the 
gold medal. 

Two days after Italy’s Gerda 
Weissensteiner won the 
women’s solo event, team- 
mates Kurt Brugger and Wl- 
fried Huber gave the Italians 
their second luge gold medal of 
the games with a combined 
time of one minute, 36,720 
seconds in the men’s doubles. 

Hansjorg Raffl and Norben 


Uclllclflcl 


Daily for Dinner 
J During Ramadan 

From 7:00pm until Midnight 


LUXURIOUS FURNISHED , 
UN FURNISHED FLATS 
IN SHMAISANI 


3 - BD RMS , SPACIOUS LiV. 
DIN. FAMILY RMS , BUILT - IN 
CUBOARDS . 1ST CLASS 
FINISHES 

SUITABLE FOR EMBASSY'S 
STAFF & FOREIGN 
COMPANIES 


PLEASE PHONE 690522 


Amra Hotel 
Amman 


TI14 Royal Automobile Club of Jordan, organiser of the 
JORDAN RALLY scheduled for 12-13 May 1994, invites all 
those with four wheel drive (4x4) vehicles who would like to 
join us In the running of the rally to contact the club. 

We are In need of volunteers to escort foreign TV teams to film 
the event as well as othen who can assist In various safety 
aspeeb, such as rescue crews, Judges of Fact and in other 
areas. 

A limited amount of driving on firm and well defined desert 
tracks may be necessary. Full briefing and famliisrisstion 
sessions will be held before the event All those who are able 
to join our team are requested to phone Waleed MUiyar at the 
club. 

Telehone: 815261 (6 lines), Fax: 818131 



Ibriians Kurt Brugger smd Wilfried Huber speed through the 
(Nympk ice rink durii^ the first run of men’s luge doable event In 
Hond^ossen Friday. 'They took gold clocking a time of 1:36.720 
abend of their compatriots Hansjeerg Raffl and Norbert Huhtf 
who won diver (AFP) 


Huber — the -1992 bronze 
medalists took silver .049 of a 
second off . the pace. Bronze 
went to the 19^ defending 
champions Stefan Krausse and 
Jan Behrendt of Germany. 

“Everyone's very happy in 
our house,” Norterc Huber 
said of the gold-and-silver 
brother act. Italy’s luge medal- 
ists, bilingual in (t^ian and 
German. Hail from Bolzano in 
northestem Italy. The region 
formeriy known as the south 
Tyrol belonged to Austria be- 
fore World War I. 

“We had a stupendous 
second run, and with that we 
won the medal," said Wilfried 
Huber, who rode feet-first 
down the course sandwiched 
between Brugger and the sled. 

Bedard, a 24-year-old 
French-Canadian from the 
Province of Quebec, captured 


the opening IS-kilometre 
biathlon event, 46.7 seconds 
ahead of France's Anne 
Briand. took silver and Ger^ 
many's UshiirDisl the bronze. 

Nathalie Siuiter of Italy, the 
World Cup leader, finished a 
disappointing 2Sth after eight 
misses on the rifle range. 

It was Canada's second gold 
in the Liilehammer Olympics. 
Both have cmne in events that 
premiered at the Albertville 
Games two years ago. A Cana- 
dian freestyle skier — Jean- 
Luc Brassard — won the men’s 
moguls championship Wednes- 
day. 

Men’s biathlon, wlucb com- 
bines cross-country skiing with 
marksmanship, was introduced 
to the winter games at Squaw 
Valley. Califlomia, in 19M — 
32 years before the women’s 
competition was added. 


wyjyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy^yyyyyyyyyyjn% 


FIRE PROTECTION 



DESIGN , REVIEW, 
EVALUATION , TESTING 

CONTACT 

ADEQUATE PROTECTION 
P-O . BOX (4061) WEST HILLS , 
CALEFC 9 130 8) 

FAX :(818)887-5276 


CAR FOR SALE 

An international organization is selling one car duty 
customs unpaid to highest bidder. The car is to be sold 
as it is and where it is, and the organization reserves 
the right not to consider offers which are below local 
market prices. 

Mitsubishi Pajero 4x4, model 1990, full options except 
automatic gear, 6 cylinders, good condition. 

KM 92,500. Location; Zarka Free Zone. 

Offers are to be sent to 

P.O.Box 17101 
Amman 11195 Jordan 
ID a seated envelope labelled (CAR FOR 5AL£) 
oof later ffc^n Stb March 1994. 

For addidOBal infomatha call Mr. Sami Fiaiuidi, 
Tel. 691261 
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Tcl.: 677420 


ICORD 

Con 
Last A 

Shows: 12:3 
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She 
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1. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

eoid ‘2’ 
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Nvs; 12:30 


TeL: 675571 

Nabn A1 Mailibii Th— 


presents a play entitled; 

ALIlm Huron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jaiaj^. Has- 
sen Ai Sheer, Fuad Shornab 
in addition to other comeeSans 

Ewtry night d Iff 5 
TIdwit am mW iU tfiy 


Nabil & Hisharffs ®5155 

TH 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

AMan Arab Summit Confareim 

(ptay) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays. Mondays 
and Tuesdays 
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Leftist leader arrested in Tunisia 


TUNIS (R) — The Tunisian authorities have arrested Hamma 
Hammami, ftgitive leader of the banned Communist Work- 
ers' Party (POCT), official sources said Friday. Mr. Hamma- 
mi, arrested last week in the coastal town of Sousse, was 
sentenced in absentia by a court in the southern city of Gabes 
last year to 57 months in jail on chaiges of setting up an illegal 
association and spreading ftlse infbnnation. D^ence lawyers 
said he would appear in court on Feb. 23 to answer charges of 
rebellion, attacking the police officer who arrested him and* 
falsifying an identity card. The defence also plans to challenge 
the Gab^ verdict. The official sources also said lawyer Abdul 
Rahman AI Hani had been arrested and charged with 
constitution of an Ulegsd association and spreading of deftma- 
toiy and ftlse information. Mr. Hani was arrest^ on Friday 
and accused of settizig up a hitherto unknown group caiied 
Talaee AI W^dab (vanguards of unity). Hb son, Ziad, 
arrested at the same time, was freed on Monday. 


3 shot at Sinn Fein Belfast office 


BELFAST (R) — Protestant gunmen shot and wounded three 
workers on Friday in the second attack in a week on the 
Belfast beadquarteis of Sinn Fein. Irish Republic Army's 
(IRA) politick wing. The outlawed Ubter Freedom Hghteis 
(UFF), a ^adowy group which says it is fighting attempts to 
unite Northern and Ireland, claimed re^xmsibility for the 
attack. It took place as Iri^ Prime Minister Albert Reynolds 
was fl^ng to London for weekend talks with hb British 
counterpart, John Major, about an Anglo-Irish peace initia- 
tive to end 25 years of conflict in Northern Ireland. Police said 
one worker, who was on a ladder, was shot in the s to mach and 
lep. The other two were bit in the lep and all three were 
taken to a hospital. The attack was mounted the day after the 
IRA ambushed a police vehide in Belfast, lulling a policeman, 
tile first security officer to die in the Northern beland conflict 
tiib year. 


Gang warfare claims 7 in SL Petersburg 


MOSCOW (R) — Police discovered seven buUet-riddied 
corpses wrapped in canvas and dump^ in a Mercedes 
limousine before dawn on Friday in Russia's gangster-ridden 
second dty, St. Petersbui;g. Itar-Tass news agency quoted 
police as sayi^ they stumbled on the bodies after stopping a 
small Zhiguli car which was towing the luxury Merced 
through the streets of the old imperial capital at three a.m. 
(midni^t GMT). The massacre victinis were lying in the back 
and boot of the Mercedes, with a pbtol-toting Tajik sitting in 
front. An unemployed 20-year-old man was dnving the scru^ 
Zhiguli and the bob of a St. Petersburg commeraal firm was 
in fte passenger seat. Russia's new capitalist businesses are 
widely seen as fronts for mafia ganp. TASS said an 
investiption was now underway into the latest killinp in St. 
'Petersburg, a dty of once-glamorous palaces now ^caying 
beside polluted canab. Its streets are packed with sleazy 
salesmen, sinister hustles and nervous ]wlice. 


Germany halts trial against Latvia 


MUENSTER, Germany (R) — The trial of a World War U 
Latvian police commander, accused of Nazi war crimes, was 
-suspended on Friday because of the defendant's poor fxmlth. 
Boleslav Maikovskb, who was sentenced to deatii in absentia 
by the Sovieit^nion, dmiied during a four-year trial in the 
German dtjr of Muciistei: fh<tt he bad taken part xn the 
massacre of ^70 people'hf ’N&drdccapied Latvia SZ years ap'. 
Maikovskis had also been accused of ordering the han^g of a 
Latvian Jew. Presiding Juc^ Heinz Bemd Lange said the trial 
against the 90-year-old Lativan exile was efi«zively over after 
medical evide^ indicated the defendant would probably 
suffer a heart attack if the case continued. 


‘Russians could detect Stealth bomber’ 


MOSCOW (R) — A senior Russian military offidal was 
quoted on Friday as saying bb forces' radar would have no 
probtem detecting the U.S. B-Steahfa bomber, hailed 1^ its 
makers as the "invisible aircrafr." First Deputy Defence 
Minister Andrei Kokoshin told the liberal newspaper Sevod- 
nya he saw. for Russia, two options to the advanced and 
expensive technology used in building the B-2. Low-flying 
cruise missiles whi(£ evade radar were "cheaper and prefer- 
able.'* At the same time "it is possible by cheaper methods to 
make normal aircraft more invisible (to radar) and consider- 
ably increase their combat effectiveness," Mr. Kokoshin said. 
The black-bodied, multirole heavy B-2 which resembles a bat 
wing, has been praised by the U.S. Air Force as a dramatic 
leap in aircraft technology because of its design, which is 
fuel-efficient and barely detectable by enemy radar. It had 
been vaunted as the most sophisticated weapon in the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal. 


Diplomat denies attack on Kim Jong-IL 


BANGKOK (AFP) — *rhe North Korean ambassador to 
Thailand Friday strongly denied reports that Kim Jong-11, son 
of North Korean leader Kim Il-Sung. had been the victim of a 
recent attack. "It's completely groundless." the ambassador, 
Li Do-Sop, said as he left a meeting on Asian security here. "It 
is completely imaginary as our people deeply respect our dear 
leader very highly,’* he added. The ambassador's denial came 
.after a South Korean opposition leader — citing unnamed 
"foreign" sources — Thursday alleged that the younger Kim 
had suffered serious injuries as a result of an attain. The 
reports followed the absence of the North Korean number two 
at celebrations for his birthday in Pyongyang. Kim Jong-Il, 52, 
is widely seen as the heir to hb 81-year-old father, who has 
ruled the communist north since the regime was founded itf 
1948. 


UAE steps up crackdown of begging 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has decided to crack down on beg^ng in the fasting month of 
Ramadan, in a bid to protect the country's image. I^lice have 
stepped up patrob in public places witile municipalities are 
sending inspector to mosques and other places to arrest 
beggars, officiab said. "Begging gives a negative image of 
UAE society. It also annoys people during Ramadan." said 
Obaid Al Shumsi. director of udministrative affairs ut Dubai 
Municipality. "We have intensified our effors to curb this 
phenomenon as beggars usually increase their activities during 
Ramadan. We consider them as violators of the law and they 
should be deported," he told Al-Bayan newspaper. Begging b 
banned in the UAE. where the per capita income of around 
S18.000 is among the highest in the world.. Ramadan, which 
this year staned last week, is the time that police step up the 
fight against beggars. The authorities say many expatriates, 
especi^ly Asians, come in on visitors* visas to cash in on 
Ramadan, when devout Muslims are called up to give alms to 
the poor. A crackdown in 1993 netted 285 beggars in Dubai 
and 145 in Sharjah. Around 417 beggars were also arrested in 
the two emirates in 1992. and 517 in 1991 . according to official 
figures. 


Death of Israeli builder an accident 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — *The death of an Israeli worker on a 
building site in the southern dty of Ashdod on Thursday was 
an accident and not murder, a police spokesman said. Police 
had earlier said a Palestinian worker buttered him to death 
with a brick. But an investigation found that the Israeli, an 
emigrant from the former Soviet Union, was knocked down by 
a block which fell off an apanmeni under construction, the 
.spokesman said. 


Bosnian Serbs pledge to abide by 
NATO deadline; U.N. awaits proof 


LUKAVICA (AFP) — Bos- 
nian Serix pledged on Friday 
to withdraw or place under 
U.N. control all heavy 
weapons around Sarajevo 
ahead of a North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NA*FO) 
deadline, but U.N. officiab 
said they were still waiting for 
concrete evidence that the 
Serbs were carrying out their 
promise. 

As pressure buflt'up ahead 
of the ultimatum, which ex- 
pires at midni^t GMT on Sun- 
day, Russia said it wanted an 
international conference on 
Bosnia to be held next week. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic, speaking here 
a^r talks with U.N. special 
envoy for the former Yu^la- 
via Yasu^i Akashi, said all 
Serb heavy weapons around 
Sarajevo would be put under 
"effective" UJ4. control by 
Saturday midnight (2300 
GMT), beating the NATO 
deadline 25 hours. 

It was the most unequivocal 
statement yet by the Serb lead- 
er that hb forces would comply 
ftlly with the ultimatum to pull 
heavy artillery beyond a ^ 
kilometre Sarajevo exclusion 
zone, place it under U.N. su- 
perviaon, or ftce attack. 


"We have been wthdrawing 
already convoys and convoys, 
and we will withdraw even 
more,” said Mr. Karadzic. 
"Those whidi can't be with- 
drawn because of snow will be 
placed under full effective con- 
trol of the U.N. without any 
reservations." 

‘Tomorrow at 2400 regard- 
less of other deadlines, all 
heavy weapons will be under 
efficient control that is envb- 
aged by U.N. regulations.” 

Mr. Akashi said that from 
Saturday armed troops of the. 
U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) will be controlling 
seven sites where heavy 
weapons will be grouped. 

"Time is very short to make 
tangible and substantial prog- 
ress, but I think we are on the 
way," he commented after 
meeting Mr. Karadzic. “We 
have to see whether these (...) 
intentions will be translated 
into reality." 

Others, including White 
House ^keswoman Dee Dee 
Myers, also maintained a cau- 
tious note on Friday, despite 
earlier comments by an UN- 
PROFOR spokesman that 
"very significant withdrawal of 
Serb forces” was under way. 

A senior U.N. officer in 


Sarajevo, who asked not to be 
named, said only 15 Serb milit- 
ary trucks were seen leaving a 
Serb-held barracks on 
Wednesday night and no con- 
voys quit the region on Tliurs- 
day ahead of Mr. Karadzic's 
pledge. 

Earlier UNPROFOR 
spokesman Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ridiard Pernod said 
Bosnian government and rebel 
Serb military commanders had 
agreed on three new control 
sites for grouping heavy 
weapons, two for Serb forces 
and one for the Muslim- 
dominated Bosnian army. 

However, the new sites 
accord had not yet been en- 
forced and no new weapons 
bad been handed in Friday, he 
added. 

“It is a positive.step but the 
three-day deadline is still valid 
and both parties have to be 
convinced of that and respect' 
tiieir undertakings. Otherwise 
there will be airstrikes," 
warned Mr. Pernod. 

Serbia's vow came after a 
Russian peace initiative.earlier 
this, week, during a visit to 
former Yu^lavia by Deputy 
Foreign Minister Vitaly Chur- 
kin. a spMal emissary of presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. 


As well as securing the Ser- 
bian promise, Russia also said 
it would sent extra troops to 
Sarajevo to help monitor the> 
arms handover. 

The United Nations said on 
Friday that more than 400 Rus- 
sian troops had already begun 
to move from Croatia towards 
Sarajevo. 

Bade in Mtxcow on Friday, 
Mr. Churkin said be was “cer- 
tain" that the Bosnian Serbs 
would meet their promise 
which he claimed as a major 
Russian success. 

“It is the Russian initiative 
which has allowed a relaxation 
of the (recent) criris around 
Sarajevo,” be said. 

Stray “terrorist actions," a 
Muslim advance or a possible 
NATO policy of trying to 
bomb and talk at the same time 
could still pose difficulties for a 
political s^ement, he added. 

During a visit to Athens, 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said countries 
includii^ Britaip, France, Ger^ 
many the United States 
had been informed of an “in- 
itiative by President Boris 
Yeltsin" to hold a peace con- 
ference next week, but the 
place aod level remained to be 
settled.' 


13 Britons 
detained in 
Somali row 


LONDON (Agencies) — Thir- 
teen Britons have been held 
since Wednesday in Hargeisa. 
northwest Somalia, by armed 
locals in a dispute over wages, 
the pOTeign Office said here. 

The British mine-clearance 
firm Rimfire International, 
which employs both Britons 
and Somalis and is working on 
a United Nations project, said 
the men were being held be- 
cause of a disagreement involve 
ing Somalia and the U.N. 
umbrella organisation UN- 
OSOM. which sets wages and 
conditions. ' 

A United Nations report 
said 50 foreign workers were 
being confine to residences. 

"'This is a complicated dis- 
pute involving local political 
factors. Rimfire International 
and our contractors are caught 
in the middle of a difficult 
situation which is not of our 
making.* company director 
Greg Wales said. 

Rimfire operates in wartorn 
areas and former, trouble spots 
around the world, clearing 
miners and loose explosives in 
order that people can move 
back to the areas from refugee 
camps. It works closely with 
the U.N. and the U.N. High 
Commission for Refugees. 

In the past year in northwest 
Somalia the company has re- 
moved lOU.OOO mines from one 
million square metres of land, 
as part or a £2.5 million (S3. 1 
million) annual contract. 

U.N. spokesman George 
Bennett said local leaders are 
"having trouble with demobil- 
ised militiamen and the 
Egagele clan which cntrols the 
airport.” press association 
said. 

The Foreign Office spokes- 
man said the dispute arose late 
on Wednesday after a number 
of Rimfire's Somalia's em- 
ployees became angry during a 
row over wage payments. 

The men are being held in a 
compound in Hargeisa, he 
said. 

A week ago. two British 
lawmakers were abduaed by 
clan gunmen while inspecting 
aid projects in nearby Erigavo. 
*They were released within 24 
hours after a local doctor inter- 
vened. 

Hargeisa is in the self- 
proclaimed Somaliland repub- 
lic in northwest Somalia. 


Lawyer says colleague in New York 
bombing trial undermined his client 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A de- 
fence lawyer accused the 
lawyer of another World Trade 
Centre bombing suspect 
Thursday of doing more dam- 
age to his client's case titan tite 
prosecution. 

Austin Campriello called for 
a mistrial, saying Robert 
Precht's closing arguments 
Wednesday in Mohammad 
Salameh's defence implicated 
his own client, Ahmad Ajaj. 

Mr. Precht said 26-year-old 
Salameb became involved in 
the bombing after being 1^ 
astray by . fugitive Ramzi 
Yous^ who masterminded the 
fdot. 

It was the first time a de- 
fence lawyer for any of the four 
bad admitted that their client 
was connected to the blast 
whidi killed six and injured 
more than 1,000 last February. 

Mr. Yousef was also accused 
of hatching the plot by pro- 
secutor Henry Depippo, who 
pointed out tbax bomi>making 
manuak were found in his lug- 
gage. 

Mr. Ajaj entered the coun- 
try on the same flight as Mr. 
Yousef and was thus linked to 
the bombing, according to Mr. 


Campriello. 

Eb my view, Mr. Precht did 
more damage to Mr. Ajaj in 
the first six minutes of his 
summation tiian Mr. Depippo 
did in the six hoars of bis 
summation," said Mr. Cam- 
priello. 

IBs request for a mistrial was 
denied. 


MeanwbOe, another defence 
attorney suggested in his clos- 
ing argument that the bombing 
could be linked to the Gulf 
war, noting that Mr. Yousef 
and another fugitive, Abdnl 
yasin. had both fled to Iraq 
after the blast. ; 

The United States has put 
out a $2 million reward for the 
return of Mr. Yasm and Mr. 
Yousef. 


The prosecution wr^ped up 
its case Tuesday, sa^ng the 
motive for the attack was as 
• dear as the evidence against 
four on trial. 

"They did it to send a terror- 
ist message and they told you 
what that message was," said 
Bsristant U.S. Attorney Henry 
De^Hppo, referring to a letter 
sent to die New York Times 
blaming U.S. aid to Israel for 


the attack. « 

Mr. Depippo said defendant 
sent die letter and also identi- 
fied him as the man who left a 
message on a New York Daily 
News answering machine 
saying the "libe^on Army 
Kftb Battlion” daimed re- 
spcM^ility for die Feb. 26, 
1993 bombing. 

Mr. Salamdi, Mr. Ajaj and 
the odx»r defendants, bfidai 
Ayyad and Mahmoud Abu 
Haitoa, have pleaded not gu3- 
ty to cliar^ they plant^ a 
bomb in the twin towers in 

Manhattan. 

If convicted, the four could 
.be fentenced tol^ in fnisom 
In dosing argoment lawyer 
Predi ^>prared to admit tiiat 
there was a bombing plot and 
that bis dient was involved in it 
— but as an unwitting dupe. 

The lawyer argued that his 
client was manoeuvred by an 
"evil genius" vdio is a fugitive 
in the bombing case. 

“In fact, Mohammad 
Salamdi was terribley misled, 
terribly manipulated... by a 
person who came into tins 
country with a single mission, 
to destroy American targets," 
Mr. Precht said. 


Gamaa claims attack on Nile ship 


CAIRO (Agendes) — Ad 
underground Islamic group on 
Friday said its militants opened 
fire on a Nile cruise ship taking 
foreign tourists throu^ the 
troubled soutbeni Egyptian 
province of Assiyut. 

The Al Gamaa Al Islamiyah 
told AFP in a statement that 
the attack on Wednesday was 
fts “seventh and last opmtion 
to avenge the seven" militants 
killed in Cairo earlier this 
month. 

The Interior hfinistry said 
here late Thursday that the 
shots were not aimed at the 
tourists and that peasants 
"fir^ shots into the air to 
protect their crops as is usual” 
in the re^on. 

The inddent ocenned near 
Man^ut, 350 kilometres south 
of Cairo. 

Security forces based in Om 
Al Qussur immediately re- 
turned fire, the ministry said. 

The crew of the ship said 
that the shots shatter^ the 
windows of a cabin, but hurt 
neither the crew nor any of the 


17 tourists of different nationa- 
lities who were sailing from 
Aswan to Cairo. 

Militants have carried out 
about 10 attacks against tourist 
boats in Asriyut province since 
October 1992 without causing 
any casualties. 

The Gamaa urged tourists 
and foreign investors to leave 
the country after the Cairo 
police raid that killed seven 
militants on Feb. 1. 

On Wednesday the Roma- 
nian Foreign Ministry said 20 
Romanians working at a ce- 
ment factory would move from 
the Assiyut region to the 
northern city of Alexandria, 
following a gun attack on their 
bus near A^'yut on Monday. 

Hie engineers were unhurt, 
but the next day they received 
threats from the Gamaa sa^ng 
the shooting was only a warn- 
ing. 

Almost 300 people have died 
since the ftndamentalists be- 
gan their violent anti- 
government campaign two 
years ago, and the money- 


spinning tourist industry has 
been brought to its knees. 

Court sources meanwhile 
confirmed that tiiree stridiers 
finked to Islamic militants have 
been condemned to deaft and 
three others sentenced to bard 
labour for plotting to assassin- 
ate President Hosni Mnbarak. 

The sources said the six sol- 
diers bad planted explosives at 
tile airport in Sidi Barrani in 
December and planned to de- 
tonate the bcrnilx during a virit 
by Mr. Mubarak. 

Sid Barranfs military court 
passed the death sentence 
against a second lieutenant in 
the reserves. Midhat Tahawi, 
and two consci^, Hamada 
Mohammad Lotfi and Moham- 
mad Ahmad Said Saleh on 
Wednesday. 

One of tile conscripts was 
|among the seven Islamic mili- 
tants killed in a police raid on 
the Cairo district of Zawya Al 
Hamra in early February, 
uvcording to an informed 
source. The other two 
appeared in court. 


Trilateral 
committee 
meets in 
Washington 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
The U.S. Jordanian-lsraeli 
trilateral working group on 
economic cooperation last 
week in Washington and de- 
cided to focDS on areas where 
the U.S. could help in econo- 
mic projects. 

The U.S. State Department 
issued a statement late 
Wednesday on the meeting. It 
said: 

Tlie tiiird meeting of the 
U.S.-Jordanian-Israeli trilater- 
al economic committee was 
hdd in Washington on Feb. 
16-17, 1994. 

The group met in plenary, 
and continu^ its work in two 
sub-groups; one on trade, 
banl^g and finance, and one 
on economic cooperation and 
dcnrelopment. 

' Among the results of this 
trilateral: 


— The partidpants agreed 
that tins forum shonld comple- 
ment tile peace process by 
focussing on areas where the 
U.S. can be the catalyst for 
meanmgftl agreement and ac- 
tion. 

— Jordan and Israel will 
follow up as soon as posable 
on outstanding issues related 
to interim banking agreements 
for the West Bank and Gaza. 

— There was certain prog- 
ress in discussion of coopera- 
tive development of the Jc^an 
Rift Valley and the Eilat- 
Aqaba area, including the 
es^lishment of a mechanism 
for foture identification and 
planning of projects. 

— Redprocal trade arrange- 
ments were discussed in det^. 

The issues expected to be 
discussed at the t^ks indiides a 
draft pact regulating the 
teopening of two Jordanian 
bai^ br^ches, closed in the 
occupied Gaza Strip since the 
1967 Nfiddle East war. 

"We hope to be able to 
reach a memorandum of 
understanding on reopening 
our banks in Gaza," one offi- 
cial fold Reuters in Amman 
last week. 


"We are also going to dis- 
cuss the flow of t^e between 
Jordan and the Palestinian self- 
rule areas and ideas for the 
development of the Jordan 
Valley in the post-peace 
(agreement) era." 

*rhe economic talks were 
agreed by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Israeli Foreign IVfinister Shi- 
mon Peres last September. 
They are separate from the 
peace talks between Israel, the 
Palestinians, Jordan, Syria and 
Lebuxm that began in Novem- 
ber 1991. 

At their last meeting in De- 
cember, the sides signed an 
agreement on reopening over 
20 Jordanian bank branches 
that bad operated in the West 
Bank before Israel occupied it 
in 1967. 

A separate accord is needed 
for the two bank ftanebes in 
the Gaza Strip be<ause they 
operated under different rules 
since the area was adminis- 
tered by Egypt until Israel 
seized it in 1967. 

The Gaza branches be- 
longed to the .Arab Bank and 
Arab Land Bank, which also 
have branches in the West 
Bank. 

*rhe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) gave its 
blessing to reopening the bran- 
ches 1^ month when it signed 
an accord on links with Am- 
man during the three-year 
period of Palestinian self-rule 
before the final status of the 
occupied territories is re- 
solved. 

A joint Jordan-PLO com- 
mittee is to be named to coor- 
dinate financial policy in the 
occupied territories and super- 
vise banking. 


Eg3^tian ambassador says U.S. role vital to peace 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The United States and Egypt 
are playing a ^tal role in tiie 
effort to a^eve a comixebeii- 
sive peace settlement in the 
Middle East, Egypt's ambassa- 
dor to the United States, 
Ahmad Maher A) Sayed, said 
Thursday. 

A comprehensive peace 
"will allow us to start a new era 
of cooperation in the Nfiddic 
East in order to better use the 
resources and bring prosperity ' 
for all the peoples of the a^,” ' 
the ambassador said in a . 
speech to the Women's 
National Democratic Club 
(WKDC) in Washington. 

To this end, "the coopera- 
tion of the United States and 
Egypt is vital... We will con- 
tinue to cot^rate. This is the 


desire of our leaders, this is the 
desire of our people and this is 
what U.S. and Egyptian di- 
plomacy is working for," he 
stressed. 

Noting that negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan have taken place and 
continue to take place in 
Washington and Cairo, the 
ambassador said that “the role 
of Egypt and the United States 
in concert has been extremely 
important in bringing the par- 
ties together...” 

He praised the Clinton 
administration* for expanding 
the U.S. role in the peace 
process “from the role of a 
friend of the parties to the role 
of fiiil partner." 


^ Mr. Sayed rejected the no- 
tion that the U.S. role in the 
peace process has been margi- 
nalised because the Israel-PLO 
accord was negotiated in Oslo 
without U.S. participation. “I 
beg to disag^ with this no- 
tion," he said. The negotia- 
tions between Israel and the 
PLO were " a result of Amer- 
ican effbits” in bringing fte 
parties together for direct 
negotiations in the Madrid 
conference process, the amba^ 
sador said. 

“When the parties came to 
agreement, they did not sign it 
in Oslo, they did not sign it in 
Paris or London. They decided 
to come to the United States 
and sign here on the 'Vi^ite 
House lawn to reaffirm their 
belief in the necessity of an 


American role," he reminded 
a questioner. 

Egypt’s peace agreement 
with Israel also played an im- 
portant part in tfonging about 
direct negotiations tetween 
Israel and the Arabs, Mr. 
Sayed said. “This certainly 
would not have happened 
without the example of £^i>t 
and the examjtie of President 
Sadat," who proved that "you 
can establish peace with 
Israel.” 

Although the Camp Daiod 
peace treaty between Egypt 
and Israel is seen as a “cold 
peace” by some observers, the 
ambassador rejected that char- 
aaerisation. 

"There is no cold peace or 
warm peace. There is peace or 
no peace. And what we have 


with Israel has been peace," be 
underscored. 

Conceding that movement in 
areas sudi as cultural and sci- 
entific exchanges between 
Egypt and Israel has been slow 
to develop, the ambassador 
said be npects these and other 
exchanges will “warm up as we 
near a comprehensive settle- 
ment” in the Middle East 
peace process. 

The ambassador argued that 
“ "dynamic for peace" is de- 


^oping in the region that is 
changing Israeli and Arab atti- 
tudes toward each other 
"What we want to do and 
what we arc doing is trying to 
jq>lace the perspective oftar 
^ the pospeoive of peace. 
And I flunk we have succeeded 
a lot, he said. 



Balladurorde^:; 
ministers to 0^ 
highway code ; 


PARIS (AFP) — Freij 
Prime Minister Edward RA 
dur has ordered his mfn^j 
to obey the highway co£3 
stop using sirens and fiaAj 
lights in offidal 
officials said. Mr. Banadartec 
ministers and offidals tosj3 


people the "irritation 


-.4 


motorcades and use them bj 
when "strictly necess^. ^ 
circular dated Jan..3;''Ii^, ^ 
ladur also said motorc^ 
"should respect the 
code." Mr. Balladur fira 
pressed his dislike for 
offidal processions wben'if 
came to power in April. U 
year, but their use has 
back. He ordered an end to‘a 






voim® 


jss 


use of sirens and flashing d r 

“even by ministers" and-re^ ^ ' ,he ' 
red to the "justified exasp^ , the 
tion" of the population. 


Clinton sees red ; 
with conjunctiyidf 


WASHINGTON (AFP) *4 
President Bill Qinton printia 
himself as a poster-boy 
National Health Care Th^ 
day. saying a case of conjntfj 
tivitis had his swollen 
in the pink. “1 look like a gM 
who needs health care todays 
and I do," Mr. Qinton- said 
"Thank goodness Fve got'^ 
he joked to a group of 
Americans as be ' {titched'tei 
plan, which would guaiankei 
access to health care to all 112^ 
dtizens. More than 30 iral^' 
people in the United StMu; 
have no health insurance, ijd' 
Mr. Clinton has made the issie, 
the domestic fticus of his adds 
nistration. Spokeswoman l)ti| 
Dee Myers said Mr. Qin^l 
condition, commonly knomi'u 
pinkeye, was being tiei^ 
with antibiotic drops. . ■-f'. 


Mandela, Guiyt 
star In Dutch V 
fund raising Shaw 
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HILVERSUM. 

(AP) Dutch footbaU beAt 
Ruud Gullit gave ANC leader 
Nelson Mandela his Europen 
Footballer of the Year troph} 
TbuTsday night as a mark o( 
esteem before a— nationmifj 
Dutch audience. Mr. Mandeb. 

75. was in the NetherkRids ni 
attend a tele^4ted fund-raiser 
aimed at raising voter awaR- 
ness in the upcoming Sovlh 
African elections, the fiia 
free, multiracial elections in 
the nation's history. Dr^ 
locked Gullit, who is partSoiv 
namese, has been a vo^ sojil 
porter of the anti-radsm 
in the Netherlands. - When In 
was named Europe's FooduC 
ler of the Year in 1987 Gidlif 
dedicated the prize 
Mandela, who at the time ^ 
still behind bars in South Afiv 
ca. In presenting his tropbjiM 
Mr. Mandela. Gullit, a for^ 
captain of the Dutch' nadotel 
soccer side, said: "This.is.a# 
emotjonal occasion fev 
am very happy to finally have 
this chance." Mr. 
who appeared moved by . tbe 
gesture, saluted a chaa^i ^ 
television studio V® 

the tmnhv Itire a viiwntiL Vi ^ N 

lUwid u 

.... * 

telethon Mr. Mandela wastfo 
quently pictured smiloie^s 
Dutch entertainers ai . 
on behalf of the 
vote effort in South Afiiv^ 
black townships. The.fx^ 
cast was expeaed to raise‘s 
a million dollars. 
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Japanese losing 
confidence in 
their country 

TOKYO (AFP) 

Japanese are losing confjd^ 
in their country's future.**? 
only 37.9 per cent believt 
is heading in the right 
lion, a government soi^ 

showed. This compares 
46.2 per cent in 19W..s^,^ 
Economic Planning 
survey, cited by the 
Agency. Women in iheir)^ 
lies are the happiest white ^ 
aged between 20 and 30 
most dissatisfied, with... 
general morosity blan^;!?: 
the country's ewnomfe 
cullies. Nevertheless' 51:9'^ 
cent of Japanese still 
are satisfied. comparrf’*3 
53.5 per cent when-.flte.'g 
survey was taken in' 1^^ 
What upsets the Japaiide^ 
are low pay and the 
inqualiiies of the tw' ' 

The survey was cairieo -^^ 
June last year ambrig 5^ 
people aged 15 to 74 
responses from 4,172. 
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